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Abstract. X is the most popular social media networking sites among Saudi users as 75%
of the population use X .The study aimed to explore the impact of digital content on
intellectual security among a sample of Saudi X users. The purpose of the study is to
measure X users’ awareness of the concept of intellectual security and their awareness of
the safe ways to interact with extremist content that they may be exposed to on X (formerly
Twitter). Methodologically, the study relied on the survey method, where the questionnaire
tool was applied to (249) X users of both sexes aged between (35-45) years. The results
showed that participants have weak knowledge of the term intellectual security in specific,
but they have a high degree of knowledge of the concept of intellectual security in general
and the dimensions that causes intellectual security destabilization. Also, the results
indicated that (89.6%) of respondents do not trust any content published through X unless it
comes from trusted accounts. Additionally, it was found that 71% of respondents confirmed
the spread of extremist ideas in X. As for ways to deal with suspicious accounts, (47.8%) of
respondents indicated that they prefer to block suspicious accounts if they are exposed to
some extremist opinions and ideas. The study recommends activating awareness campaigns
to address suspicious accounts and cybercrime laws related to intellectual security .

Keywords: Digital media, intellectual security, Twitter, X platform, Saudi Arabia, social
networks, digital content.
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