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Insights on the emirate of Issa bin Jaafar al-Musawi over Makkah

Through the dirham of Makkah in the year (380 AH/990 AD)
Naif Abdullah Al-sharaan
Director of Currency Department, Saudi Central Bank, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
nsharaan@sama.gov.sa

Abstract: Islamic coins have a vital role in the field of historical research by providing crucial
insights into events that are often not documented in traditional historical sources. These coins can
uncover hidden aspects of history, aiding scholars in rewriting historical narratives and correcting
misconceptions. Among the coins of significant importance is the dirham of Emir Isa bin Ja'far al-
Mousawi, minted in Mecca in 380 AH / 990 AD. This coin not only represents the sole known
example of currency issued by this Emir but also sheds light on the political dynamics of his time,
particularly on the political struggles over power shifts in Mecca during his time.

This study is structured to provide a comprehensive understanding of the historical context and
significance of this dirham. It begins with an introduction and a historical overview of Mecca in
the 4th century AH, followed by a brief account of the Al-Mousawi family, the rulers of Mecca
during that period. The study also examines the coinage circulated in Mecca under the Al-
Mousawi dynasty. A descriptive and analytical approach is employed to explore the
characteristics and implications of this dirham, culminating in a conclusion that summarizes the
key findings of this research.

Keywords: Dirham, Makkah, Issa bin Jaafar, Mousawid, Islamic Coins
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