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Abstract. This study aims to identify Arabic as a second language learners' perceptions of assessment 

environment. Specifically, it attempted to assess the learners' perceptions of their teachers' practices 

and the extent to which they think those practices are learning-oriented assessmen or performance-

oriented. In addition, it tried to investigate if there are any differences in those perceptions based on 

the students' language proficiency level. A questionnaire was employed to collect and analyze data 

quantitatively. The researcher surveyed 157 male participants learning Arabic at two different 

institutions in Saudi Arabia, and with different language proficiency levels. The results pointed out 

that the assessment practices in these institutions are learning-oriented. However, a significant 

percentage of the participants reported some practices to be performance-oriented. It also found 

some differences among participants’ perceptions based on the students' language proficiency level. 

The study concluded with some implications and recommendations for specialists, teachers, and 

those who are responsible for curriculum design and assessment tools in Arabic language 

institutions.  

Keywords: Arabic as a second language, Classroom assessment environment, Learning-oriented 

assessment, Performance-oriented assessment. 


