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The stance of the Saudi Legal System towards the right to digital oblivion

Hajar Sulaiman Al-Hammad

Lecturer, Department of Law, Faculty of Collage of Science and Theoretical Studies
Saudi Electronic University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

h.alhammad@seu.edu.sa

Abstract: The Internet does not forget what is stored in its memory, which makes it difficult to erase
it, as it counts the data and information of its users, which can cause harm to them. Hence, a relatively
new concept emerged in the global and local legal arena known as the right to digital oblivion. Many
human rights platforms have called for the activation of this right, through which individuals can
delete information they have published or sent that could cause serious harm to their social or
professional lives. The application of this concept with European roots enables the removal of
information and data of a personal nature from files, websites, and various search engines across the
Internet. Just as there are rights that individuals enjoy in reality that are subject to the protection of
the law, there are also rights for the individual in the virtual world that must receive the same
protection. The importance of this study stems from its treatment of an important issue that affects
the individual's personal life and is related to one of its rights, which emerged as a result of
technological progress and the huge demand for the use of the World Wide Web. The study aims to
clarify the position of the Saudi regime on the issue of the right to digital oblivion according to the
descriptive analytical approach. The results of the study showed that the Saudi regulator explicitly
recognized the right to digital oblivion in the personal data protection system. In light of its results,
the study concluded with pointing out the importance of allocating a system that regulates the right
to digital oblivion in particular, separate from the personal data protection system as well as calling
for an international cooperation by concluding international agreements that protect the rights of
Internet users on an international scale, not just nationally, and clearly regulate the issue of the right
to digital oblivion.

Keywords: The right to digital oblivion, personal data, digital information, the right to protect
personal data, digital oblivion.
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