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The Instances of "'Situationality' and "'Informativity'* Standards: A Case
Study of "Ma‘ani al-Qur’an" by Al-Farra
Obaid bin Ahmed bin Obaid Al-Maliki

Associate Professor of Syntax and Morphology, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of
Arts and Humanities, Al-Baha University, KSA

Abstract. Modern linguistic studies have shifted from analyzing language phenomena at the sentence
level to examining them within the broader framework of the "text." Robert de Beaugrande
established seven standards for textuality, two of which-Situationality and Informativity-are the
focus of this study. Situationality concerns the external context in which the text is produced, while
Informativity relates to how much a text deviates from what the recipient anticipates. This study is
significant in that it paves the way for researchers to utilize textuality standards in uncovering the
unique features of Arabic texts. Through a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology, the
study explores Al-Farra’'s approach in Ma‘ani al-Qur’an, examining how he employed the standards
of Situationality and Informativity. The study reveals that Al-Farra’ applied the principles of
Situationality in line with modern textual analysis, drawing on historical events and societal norms
to interpret the Qur'anic text. However, his use of Informativity was limited to discussing Arabic's
linguistic alternatives without fully addressing their effect on the audience's expectations.

Keywords: Textual Grammar, Situationality (Context), Informativity, Qur'anic Exegesis, Al-Farra.



