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The Index of Cities’ Prosperity and Its Role in Sustainable Development: A
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Abstract. The study aims to analyze the changes in urban growth in Al-Qurayyat and Daumat Aljandal,
Saudi Arabia, between 1980 and 2023. Also, it seeks to explain the extent of urban expansion and the
trends of growth rate, considering that 8 out of 10 people move to cities in Saudi Arabia. The study offers
a descriptive-analytical analysis of the concept of cities’ prosperity and its relationship to the objectives
of sustainable development in the two cities. Additionally, it provides a thorough analysis of the
development using a descriptive-analytical approach, which aids in the analysis of the study's components
and lays out a plan for connecting prosperity indicators. With particular reference to Al-Qurayyat and
Dumat al-Jandal, the study also uses an analytical-critical approach to examine development policies by
examining pertinent reports and studies concerned with cities' prosperity in line with the Future Saudi
Cities Programme. GIS-RS System technologies and the Landsat visuals were used in the analysis,
processing, improvement, categorisation, editing, and calculation processes to arrive at the study's
conclusions. The study concluded that supporting the Cities Prosperity Initiative is very crucial as a means
of analysing the status quo and ensuring the achievement of the objectives. The study also presented the
role of using prosperity indicators and SWOT analysis in setting out development policies and achieving
sustainable urban development. Finally, the study recommended the necessity of educating geographers
and planners on the prosperity indicators at the university level as well as in the professional field, training
workers in the relevant authorities, and adopting a comprehensive vision for developing the two cities
based on prosperity indicators.

Keywords: Sprawl, Growth trends, Urban prosperity index, Sustainable development, Infrastructure,
Geomatics.






