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Linguistic Diversity and Endangerment: Case Study of the Shihri
(Jabbali) Language of Oman
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khalid@imsiu.edu.sa

Abstract. This research examines the status of the Shihri Jabali language in Oman
concerning its survival or extinction and linguistic diversity in Oman. It seeks to answer
the following questions: What is the current status of the Omani Shihri Jabali language?
What is the effect of linguistic diversity on this language? What is the present Shihri
language level of vitality? The study describes the status of the Shihri Jabali language in
Oman. It highlights the surrounding linguistic diversity that may pose a threat to it and
could potentially lead to its extinction. It discusses the reasons for language extinction and
the factors mentioned by UNESCO for assessing a language’s status and vitality. It
attempts to apply these criteria to the Shihri Jabali language. The research concludes that
the Shihri language may be at risk based on the data available. The researcher emphasizes
the importance of supporting this study with field research to gather the Shihri Jabali
community's opinions about their language. The researcher recommends establishing a
research center dedicated to this linguistic diversity, working to preserve these languages
before they become extinct with the death of their speakers, studying inscriptions in the
Avrabian Peninsula, preserving them, raising awareness of their importance, linking them
to South Arabian languages, and comparing them with Modern Standard Arabic to benefit
from this research.

Keywords: Shihri Jabali language, linguistic diversity, language extinction.
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