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Establishing an Academic Program for International Students in
Comparative Literary Studies: Cultural Feasibility, Challenges and
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Abstract. Comparative literature studies in many international universities, both in the East and
West, have shifted from the periphery to the center. These universities' interest in linguistic and
literary fields has varied, ranging from including comparative literature courses in their curricula to
allocating specialized academic programs in comparative literary studies or establishing dedicated
departments for comparative literature. This study adopts a descriptive approach to present a
proposal for developing an educational program in graduate studies at a Saudi university. This
program is concerned with teaching comparative literature and targets international students who
are non-Arabic speakers. In this program, students will explore the history of Saudi literature, its
themes, and some of its models; they will also compare these with their national literature using the
academic and scientific methods of the comparative approach. The study demonstrates how the idea
of the proposed program and its cultural and civilizational message align with the cultural
orientations of the Quality-of-Life Program in Kingdom 2030. It also describes the nature of the
"comparative literature™ concept as integrated into the program's courses and how it fits the vision
and cultural message of the program. Additionally, the study outlines the expected outcomes and
results, preparing students to act as mediators between Saudi Arabian culture and literature and their
own national cultures and literature.

Keywords: Arabic Language, International non-Arabic Speakers, Comparative Literature, Non-
Arabic Literature, Saudi Universities, Postgraduate Studies.
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