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Abstract. The research aimed to monitor the reality of the role of nature reserves in providing
tourism services and activities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to identify their role in
the development of local communities, as well as to identify future mechanisms to improve
their role in the development of ecotourism in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. An electronic
questionnaire was relied upon to collect data from (523) visitors/tourists from four reserves.
The study found that there is a discrepancy in the percentage of visitors between the reserves,
as it is higher in the Jurf Raydah Reserve (29%), and lower in the Imam Saud bin Abdulaziz
Royal Reserve (15%). The study also revealed a high percentage of visitors staying in the
reserves for one day or one night, as their percentage constituted (69%), and the winter and
spring seasons were the destination of most visitors to these reserves, where the percentage
of visitors constituted (92.2%). The study recommended the need to take advantage of the
role of social media in disseminating information and guidance about natural reserves in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to strive to educate residents about the necessity of caring and
interacting with visitors and tourists of the reserve well, and to raise the level of services in
the reserve, such as restaurants and tourist markets, in a way that suits the visitors coming to
it. Finally, conduct more studies on natural reserves in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and on
the demographic, social and economic characteristics of the reserve’s residents.

Keywords: Natural Reserves, Tourism, Ecotourisme« Tourism Development.
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