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Abstract

The subject of this research (The structure of time and its narrative relationships in the
novel "Zero Hour" by Abdel Majeed Sebata), and the research adopts structuralism as an
approach to approach the structure of time in this novel, and to study the network of its
relationships with other narrative structures, while employing some semiotic tools to
explore the connotations of the novel, and to identify its paths and narrative programs.
The research aims to approach this novel starting from its temporal title par excellence,
which formed the first section; then the second section is about the time and the narration,
the third section focuses on Interference between the time and the space, while the fourth
section studies the relationships of time with character, then the conclusion, which
included the most prominent results and recommendations. Among the most prominent
results reached by the research: time was present as a main structure in this novel; and
that it was employed in spreading its connotations; and expanding the circles of its
meanings. Also, it interacted -through a network of relationships- with other narrative
structures in this novel; to build narrative paths and programs; that intersect with each
other, giving the recipient space for interpretation and a space for a deep critical approach.
Among the results is that the narrative plot in this novel has employed temporal paradoxes
to build a narrative discourse full of vitality, excitement, and artistic imagination that is
both meaningful and enjoyable at the same time.

Keywords: The Structure of Time, "Zero Hour", novel, Abdel Majeed Sebata.
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