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Family Privacy and the Challenge of Using Social Media
A Study Applied to Snapchat Users as a Model

Dr. Jawaher Bint Saleh Al-Khamshi
Associate Professor at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

jsalkhamshi@imamu.edu.sa

AbstractThis study aims to understand the motives behind displaying family life on
Snapchat as a model. It also highlights the behaviors they exhibit in their family lives and
the significant effects of exposing family privacy on Snapchat. The study adopts the social
constructionist approach and was applied to a purposive sample of 102 Snapchat users
through an electronic questionnaire. The study reached several conclusions, including the
diversity of the sample between males and females. Among the key motives are
showcasing daily routines and family life, increasing followers, and providing useful
content to the community. Major behaviors include daily photography and documenting
family visits. The main effects of exposing family privacy on Snapchat include increased
material consumption and concerns about personal data breaches. The sample individuals
did not report any breaches of their accounts. The study recommends supporting users
who provide useful and beneficial content about family life in digital environments in
general and Snapchat in particular. It also advocates for raising awareness among society
members about the information security controls on social media networks.

Keywords: family privacy - Snapchat - social networking sites
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