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Second: Online resources
Mawqi‘ Sa‘tdi swft: localization.saudisoft.com/localizationand-e-sports/

Mawqi‘ nykw bartnrz: https://nikopartners.com/news/games-market-in-saudi-arabia-uae-and-egypt-
mena-3-will-grow-56-by-2026_arabic
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Localizing electronic sports into Arabic and language awareness
of preparatory-year students at King Abdulaziz University

Yaser Abdulaziz Alsulami

Associate Professor of Linguistics, Department of General Courses, Faculty of Arts
and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study explores the impact of localizing electronic sports (eSports) into
Arabic on the language awareness of preparatory-year students at King Abdulaziz
University. The research seeks to answer a central question: Does the localization of
video games enhance Arabic linguistic identity and awareness among youth, or is it
merely a superficial addition with limited influence? The study employed a descriptive-
analytical approach using a questionnaire distributed to 120 students. Findings revealed
that while many students prefer English due to the current shortcomings in Arabic
localization, a significant proportion expressed readiness to adopt localized games if
provided with high-quality translation and dubbing. Results also indicated that effective
localization can bring Modern Standard Arabic closer to youth, enrich their vocabulary
with new military, technical, and historical terms, and strengthen their connection to
Arab cultural identity. The study recommends improving localization quality through
simplified Standard Arabic, better voice acting, standardized technical glossaries,
involving players in the localization process, and embedding cultural elements within
the translated content. It concludes that localization of eSports is not merely a linguistic
transfer, but a cultural and intellectual.

Keywords: Localization, awareness, eSports, identity.
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