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Abstract:The paper summarizes the effects of natural obligations in the Saudi
Civil Transactions Law. It aims to define the nature of natural obligations, which
are based on the element of indebtedness without the element of liability, such
that the public authority cannot compel the debtor to fulfill them. The paper
adopted a fundamental jurisprudential study and compared the legal term with the
jurisprudential term used by the Saudi legislator, namely "religious obligation™” as
opposed to judicial obligation. The research concluded that the Saudi legislator
established the same effects as those established for natural obligations in
comparative laws, namely the validity of fulfilling them and their being a cause
for civil obligations. It added a third effect, namely the permissibility of legal
compensation on natural debt. The paper recommended preferring the legal term
or establishing controls for the jurisprudential term in the explanatory
memorandum of the law.
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