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Storytelling in children's magazines in Saudi Arabia:

The story of Arabic Manga as a model
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Abstract: This study investigates into the evolution of storytelling in kids' magazines in Saudi
Arabia, laying emphasis on "Arab Manga for Children" as a modern literary model reflecting the
cultural and social transformations under Vision 2030. It scrutinizes the role of Manga stories as
an educational and pedagogical tool which bridges cultural authenticity with global influences,
fostering the children's imagination and reinforcing their moral values. The study employed a
descriptive-analytical approach by analyzing the cultural and social context which led to the
emergence of Saudi manga, exploring the themes of paramount importance it addresses, as in
the case with identity, friendship, and others, while making an analysis of the narrative structure
of these stories. The conclusions were concluded by underpinning the essence and gist of Arab
manga as a modern educational tool which develops children's imagination and enhances their
creative abilities. The research highlighted the importance of combining narrative and imagery
to boost suspense and understanding, aiding children in gaining conscious knowledge that links
them to life and its diverse experiences. To foster cultural identity, the study suggested backing

local manga production.

Keywords: manga, magazines, Arabic, stories, children, fantasy, literature.
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