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Abstract: This study examines the earliest known written civil constitution transmitted to us—the
Constitution of Medina—drafted by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) upon his migration
from Mecca to Medina. The document laid foundational principles for life in the emerging Muslim
polity and organized relations among the diverse components of the Medinan community, including
the Muhajirin (emigrants), the Ansar (helpers), Jews, and others, clarifying mutual rights and
obligations. The research further surveys the objectives of Islamic law (Maqasid al-Shari‘ah) across
their various levels and demonstrates how these objectives are reflected, affirmed, and operationalized
within the text of the Constitution. This, the study argues, contributed to forming an exemplary
community that fulfills divine guidance, promotes human well-being in both worldly life and the
hereafter, delineates duties, and safeguards rights. In addition, the study seeks to draw practical lessons
from the Constitution of Medina for contemporary societies by identifying the foundational principles
through which communities may achieve stability and prosperity, particularly through applying
Magqasid-oriented frameworks across social, legal, and civic life. Methodologically, the study includes
an introduction outlining the significance of the topic, research approach, and relevant prior studies; a
preliminary section defining key terms; and three main chapters addressing: (1) the preservation-
oriented necessities (dariiriyyat), (2) overarching higher objectives, and (3) needs and complementary
objectives (hajiyyat and tahsiniyyat). It concludes with key findings and recommendations, followed
by a bibliography. Key findings emphasize the importance of incorporating Maqasid al-Shari'ah into
contemporary legal and constitutional drafting to realize human welfare in this life and the next. The
study highlights prioritizing the protection of religion, life, and wealth (among other necessities),
ensuring public security, establishing justice and equality, and clarifying legal and moral authority as a
reference in cases of dispute. It also discusses citizenship as a concept with corresponding rights and
duties, and examines the social role of tribal affiliations and how they may be activated to serve the
common good.

Keywords: Objectives of Islamic Law (Magqasid al-Shari‘ah), Constitution of Medina, Maqasid-based
applications, Prophetic migration (Hijrah), society, constitution, Medina.
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