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Legislating in Sharia and statutory law: An Analytical-comparative
study between Jurisprudence and Law towards the authority of the
ruler in enacting legislations

Muhammed Mubarak Salim Alshalawi

Assistant Professor of judicial Studies, Department of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Faculty of Arts
and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Dalshalawi@kau.edu.sa

Abstract: This research examines the topic of legislation as a fundamental basis for organizing the
lives of individuals and societies. It explores the concept of legislation within Islamic Sharia and
statutory law, as well as the role of the ruler (wali al-amr) in enacting laws that serve public interests.
The study is divided into three sections: the first section addresses the sources of legislation in Sharia
and law; the second discusses the legal basis for obedience in both Sharia and statutory law; and the
third analyzes the legislations issued by those in authority. The researcher reached several
conclusions, most notably that there is a significant synergy between Sharia and law, which
enhances societal stability and promotes social justice—provided that laws are compatible with
Sharia. Legislation in law refers to a set of statutes and regulations within a specific country.
Furthermore, laws enacted by those in authority are primarily centered around public interest; it is
well understood that the authority of those in power does not extend to obligatory or forbidden
matters but remains within permissible boundaries, given their responsibility therein. The
conclusion summarizes key findings, followed by references used in this research.

Keywords: Sharia, law, legislation, source, legislative document for obedience, legislation of those
in authority.
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