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Abstract: This research aims to its primary objectives is to clarify the status of communal
obligation within the categories of legal (taklifl) rulings, and to highlight the juristic issues
that fall under this type of obligation. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology. One of the main findings of the study is that there is no difference between
individual obligations (fard al-‘ayn) and communal obligations (fard al-kifayah) in terms of
their initial obligatory nature. The distinction lies in the lifting of individual accountability in
communal obligations when fulfilled by others. Furthermore, in individual obligations, the
agent is directly intended, while in communal obligations, the agent is intended incidentally.
The study also concludes that the addressee of communal obligations is every legally
competent individual, according to their capacity—whether by directly performing the
obligation or by encouraging others to do so. Therefore, the associated reward and
punishment may vary depending on the nature of the required action and the extent of benefits
achieved or harms averted. Among the key recommendations of the study is the promotion
of awareness regarding the significance of communal obligations, due to their role in securing
public interests and preventing societal harm—whether on the level of specific communities,
the broader society, or the Muslim Ummah as a whole. This reflects the comprehensiveness
and timeless applicability of Islamic law. The study also recommends further in-depth
exploration of the topic, particularly in light of the increasing number of voluntary
organizations that fulfill such roles in contemporary society.

Keywords: Communal Obligation (Fard al-Kifayah), Legal Rulings (Ahkam Taklifiyyah),
Categories of Obligation, Reward, Punishment.
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