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Facts and Incidentsin which the Verseswere Revealed by Imam Ibn Attia
(d. 542 AH) in hisTafsir al-Muharrir al-Wajeez: An Analytical Study
through Surat Al-Bagarah
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Fundamentals of Religion, KSA
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Abstract. Research Title: Facts and Incidentsin which the Verses were revealed by Imam Ibn Attia
(d. 542 AH) in his Tafsir al-Muharrir al-Wajeez - an analytical study through Surat Al-Bagarah. In
thisresearch, | tried to collect and study the Qur’anic verses that were revealed due to the facts and
events that occurred in the time of prophecy, through the interpretation of Imam Ibn Attia, called
Al- Muharrar Al-Wajeez, and the limits of the research were limited to the verses contained in Surat
Al-Bagarah. Knowing the facts and events is one of the most important scientific tributaries in the
science of interpretation, as it is an extension of the science of knowing the reasons for revelation,
and knowing them helps the correct and intended interpretation of the verse, and it also helps to
weigh the explanatory statements. The research concluded at the end of the results, the most
prominent of which are: the totality of the versesthat are related to the topic of the research through
theinterpretation of Al- Muharrar Al-Wajeez in Surat Al-Baqarah in particular were fifteen Qur’anic
verses, and that Imam Ibn Attia used knowledge of facts and eventsin interpreting these verses, and
clarifying what is meant by them, and that he did not rely on everything that was said to have been
reveadled in a specific incident, but rather weakened what was not proven from it, and preferred in
the verse what he saw as correct. The research aso ended with recommending the work of
specialized studies of the facts and incidents in which the Qur’anic verses were revealed in the rest
of the Qur’anic surahs, according to the most prominent interpreters.

Keywords: Facts - Events - Historical - 1bn Attia - Editor - Al-Wagjeez.
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Manifestations of God Greatnessin Surat Al-Ghashiyat: An Objective
Study

Khalid bin Mohammed bin Saleh Al-Shahrani

Department of the Holy Quran and Its Sciences-Faculty of Sharia and Fundamental s of
Religion, King Khalid University, KSA

Abstract. It is not secret to the dear book contemplator and contemplator of the diversity of the
Qur’anic discourse and the multiplicity of its methods, and this appears clearly and evidently through
the comparison between the Meccan and Medinan suras, Where the Meccan surahs were
distinguished by the methods of dialogue and argumentation, and they were specialized in the
subjects of divinity and the manifestations of divine greatness, because they were revealed in a
situation of realistic struggle with the stubborn infidels and the lying and ungrateful enemies. Surah
Al-Ghashiyais one of those great Meccan surahs that included an enumeration of the manifestations
of divine greatness, and the determination of the attributes of divinity in order to acknowledge
absolute divinity and comprehensive .servitude Thisresearch comesin the context of revealing some
of these great and venerable manifestations, standing with them, extracting lessons from them, and
reflecting on their meanings.

Keywords: Manifestations, Greatness, Surah, Al-Ghashiyat.
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The Exception in the Different Races among the Hanbalisand Its
Jurisprudential Applications

Ali Bin Khodran Bin Mohammed Alomari

Department of Fundamentals of Figh, Faculty of Shari’ah and Fundamentals of Religion,

King Khalid University, KSA
akal omari @kku.edu.sa

Abstract. The subject of the research is the exception in the different races among the Hanbalis and
its jurisprudential applications. The aim of the research isto clarify the reality of exceptionsin the
different races, itsruling, and the outcome of the dispute regarding it among the Hanbalis. Research
method was the inductive analytical method. The main results are: The Hanbali scholars differed in
the ruling on exceptions in the different races, in which the excluded is not part of the gender
excluded from it - five sayings, two of which are two narrations from Imam Ahmed, and the rest of
the sayings are based on the second narration, which is: The validity of excluding one money from
the other; and those two narrations are the two advanced in the school of thought, and they are from
the Mufradat (terminologies), and that the first narration of them is the most likely one, and the one
adopted by the later ones; also that the previous disagreement was based on the disagreement in a
number of branches and jurisprudential issues in the doctrine, which indicates the importance of
taking care of this issue of fundamentalism. Main recommendations are Paying attention to
following the narrations reported by the imams of the schools of thought, and di stingui shing between
them, and Paying attention to collecting sayings and inferences from the imams on a specific issue
from their books or from the books of the madhhab in particular.

Keywords: Exception in the different races, Hanbali, Applications, Jurisprudence.
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Sample iﬁgﬁgitye Salinity Digsed Su;—pc:r?(]:ied Turbidity Vgte TPH CIO-
No asCaCOs ppt Solids Solids pH C40 Fraction

mg/L mg/L mg/L NTU onit | (UM malL
SLw1 <1 411 43900 <5 <0.1 7.82 <01
SLW3 <1 411 42500 <5 <0.1 7.85 <01
SLwa4 <1 417 43400 <5 <0.1 7.84 <01
SLW5 <1 418 44200 <5 01 7.87 <01
SLW6 <1 410 43800 <5 0.2 7.88 <01
SLW7 <1 412 43800 <5 <0.1 7.90 <01
SLws <1 419 43500 <5 <0.1 7.93 <01
SLW9 <1 423 43100 <5 <0.1 7.92 <01
SLW10 <1 40.7 42800 <5 <0.1 7.96 <01
SLW11 <1 415 44100 <5 <0.1 7.94 <0.1
SLw12 <1 423 43200 <5 <0.1 7.95 <01
SLW13 <1 42.4 44700 <5 <0.1 7.92 <0.1
SLW14 <1 41.5 43600 <5 0.1 7.95 <0.1
SLW16 <1 410 44300 <5 <0.1 7.93 <01
sLcl <1 414 42100 <5 01 7.95 <01
Min <1 4070 | 42100.00 <5 0.00 7.82 <01
Max <1 4240 | 44700.00 <5 0.20 7.96 <01
Ava <1 4153 | 4353333 <5 0.03 7.01 <01
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Sample No. Biochemical Chemical Dissolved Oil and Phenols | Total Total
Oxygen Demand Oxygen Oxygen Grease (Total) | Carbon | Organic
(mg/l) Demand (mg/l) (mg/l) mg/l) (mg/l) (mg/l) | Carbon
(mg/l)

SLwi1 <0.01 64 8.2 <5 <0.05 11.6 <5
SLW3 <0.01 69 8.0 <5 <0.05 10.3 <5
SLW4 <0.01 75 7.7 <5 <0.05 84 <5
SLW5 <0.01 68 8.1 <5 0.26 11.3 <5
SLW6 <0.01 71 8.2 <5 0.22 8.9 <5
SLW7 <0.01 66 8.0 <5 0.20 8.2 <5
SLW8 <0.01 64 8.2 <5 0.19 104 <5
SLW9 <0.01 68 7.9 <5 0.18 9.7 <5
SLW10 <0.01 70 7.9 <5 0.17 11.7 <5
SLwi1l <0.01 74 8.1 <5 0.16 9.0 <5
SLW12 <0.01 76 8.3 <5 0.16 8.0 <5
SLW13 <0.01 79 8.2 <5 0.15 8.2 <5
SLW14 <0.01 76 8.2 <5 0.09 9.6 <5
SLW16 <0.01 75 8.0 <5 1.03 8.2 <5
SLC1 <0.01 70 8.2 <5 0.07 8.1 <5

Min - 64.00 7.70 - <0.05 8.00 -

Max - 79.00 8.30 - 1.03 11.7 -

Ava - 71.06 8.07 - 0.23 9.49 -
Standard Limits of 10 25 >5 2 0.05 - 10
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Sample No. Chloride(mg/l) Fluoride(mgl/l) Sulfide(mg/l) Cyanide(mg/l)
SLw1 21900 0.7 <0.1 <0.01
SLW3 21600 0.8 <0.1 <0.01
SLw4 21600 0.8 <0.1 <0.01
SLW5 21600 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLW6 22400 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLw7 21700 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLwW8 22200 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLW9 22500 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLW10 21700 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLw1l 22600 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLw12 22300 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLW13 22600 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLw14 21700 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLW16 22300 0.9 <0.1 <0.01
SLC1 21600 0.9 <0.1 <0.01

Min 21600.00 0.70 -
Max 22600.00 0.90 -
Ava 22020.00 0.87 -
Standard Limits of
c oggtnatl"svnatw 21000 15 0.002
GAMEP!
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SampleNo Calcium Magnesium Potassium Sodium
' (mg/l) (mgfl) (mg/l) (mgfl)

SLW1 570 1650 490 13400
SLW3 560 1580 481 13000
SLwW4 569 1600 488 13200
SLW5 576 1620 501 13300
SLW6 577 1620 500 13400
SLW7 568 1620 491 13400
SLW8 572 1600 489 13300
SLW9 557 1560 476 12900
SLW10 566 1580 483 13200
SLW11 555 1560 474 13000
SLW12 553 1570 475 13100
SLW13 577 1610 490 13400
SLW14 570 1590 485 13300
SLW16 577 1600 484 13300
SLC1 548 1540 465 12800
Min 548.0 1540.0 465.0 12800.0
Max 577.0 1650.0 501.0 13400.0
Ava. 566.3 1593.3 484.8 13200.0

Standard Limits of Ambient

Coastal water GAMEP? 1200 - - 14000
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Heavy Metals 4Ll cjalaal) — Y
assal&llg gty 3l cilads ) ALED paliadl €150 gl (ol D) 5y slae e o ol
~s3lly dSalls @3y palally vaally a5 SVl
Boron ¢gugdl =YV
s ((SLWI) o8y Lisell 8 /ol €A+ dalyal) Ailaie clised (ygpsl) 0s 35 el ol
A aale £V 0 Daasyall Aiall die 0355 alig (SLWO 5 SLWS) o8y cilivall 3 jilfaale £,04 585
5 ol Jeda (slly Ayl dilaie cilisal g psall sl SR Sal) Jaal (Y4) JSA) ey
i ey zpemnal) 39anl) ara Y Leisly (a0 ) die (e il

Wliathin

pDhaal) By olaa iz (B sl Ol S (el Sl (Y9) U2

Boron (mgsL}

.;_,‘1.,

Sl

Sal) By ola cilipad ALE ualinl) ciluagad guilii (4) Jgta

Br2 B As Ca Cr Fe Pb Hg Ni Zn
Sample No. (mg/

(mgfl) N (mgfl) | (mgft) | (mgft) | (mg/t) | (mgft) | (mg/t) | (mgfl) | (mg/l)
SLWI 81.1 4.80 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW3 77.7 | 4.69 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW4 80.2 | 4.69 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW5 77.8 | 4.80 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW6 79.2 | 4.65 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW7 78.6 | 4.64 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLWS 80.5 | 4.59 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005




Vo Aagmd) Lyl ASLaali-5an Ainte el By sl ol 5355] asls yua gonll sl

SLW9 76.9 | 4.59 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW10 78.5 | 4.70 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW11 78.0 | 4.79 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW12 77.7 | 470 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLWI13 79.1 | 4.73 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW14 78.6 | 4.70 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
SLW16 80.6 | 4.72 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005

sLCl 77.4 | 470 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.01 | <0.001 | <0.0001 | <0.001 | <0.005
Min 76.90 | 459 - - - - - - - -
Max 81.10 | 4.80| - - - - - - - -
Ava. 78.79 | 470 | - - - - - - - -

Standard

Limits of

ﬁ':::::lt - - | 005 | 0005 | 005 | 005| 005 | 005 | 005 | 08
water
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@ el Bns slae e Jawdi aly « jaall sl (8 Gung sl CliSia 5SY el il ay
o) Ll e Lo Slead) as e B8 ol ¢ ilanke v 0 e 8 Lgaaes cilSy gl €0 ¢l
i s zpecad) 390nl) e Y Lgily lfaale o0 Y il Al (SLWL)
Nitrite cuyidll —¥
2 eld eo caali ane Jalse Sl ¢ aall Cayall sbiay Cighill Ha5eS Bale ey Cu il
sl Capall ol dac iy daaS Gl Sguall Jadll Jasay B (V) 585 Jia 0385
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Total Nitrogen (Al (g Al — ¢

o fpale VYo Al 55 S e dabal) die cilial S cpng il S5 Gilsu

all vie 0355 &g (SLWA) o8y dial) (3 lfanle V¥ (U 585 el ) (SLW) () diaall
cliged LS g il 5 k) Qi) (YY) JS80 Jiang (V) Jsan) il/pake Y8 Luaasal
LS5 ke (SLW1L 5 SLW105 SLW8 5 SLW6 5 SLW4) il al of JaaDlg cdshyal) dakaia
Zinglls Galdd) Ansmall slaall Gunlial s zgansall oY) aal) 135 Golas Liads donnyall dial) 2a
s Adaa (YY) JSal Jiarg (YY) IS8 8 pad) ladlls el Al dlens Sba S dalall
il Sl (SN 8 S g il 585 2k Cas @Bl Bpaad K Gang il 5855 (g5l
Aiatll o dext 2gd cllall 580 o) samy Bpadl Calsas BSDI s Glsall Laads Bpaidl 0
Cong il S5 J8 b 130 LaSilly Clladall e e g Sandl Caging Jaey (A olsall saieaal)

<l
'?M‘ Syan olea Qu_ﬁgﬁzg.‘a\;ﬁﬂ alinl) Cllagad @‘ll’a(\\) Jota
SampleNo. A(r:‘nrgl‘l’_“)'a Nitrate(mg/L) | Nitrite (mg/L) TOt‘"’("m'\g‘l'/tl_r;’ge“ Total (Fr:‘%hor us

SLwi 0.04 0.02 <0.01 17 <0.01
SLw3 0.06 <0.01 <0.01 28 <0.01
SLwa 0.13 <0.01 <0.01 73 0.01
SLW5 0.05 <0.01 <0.01 22 <0.01
SLwe 0.06 <0.01 <0.01 56 <0.01
SLw7 0.05 <0.01 <0.01 22 <0.01
SLws 0.05 <0.01 <0.01 56 0.08
SLW9 0.07 <0.01 <0.01 22 <0.01
SLW10 0.05 <0.01 <0.01 73 <0.01
SLWiL 0.05 <0.01 <0.01 56 <0.01
SLw12 0.07 <0.01 <0.01 17 <0.01
SLw13 0.06 <0.01 <0.01 28 <0.01
SLwis 0.03 <0.01 <0.01 34 <0.01
SLwi6 0.03 <0.01 <0.01 28 0.03
SLcl 0.02 <0.01 <0.01 39 0.08

Min 0.02 0.00 <0.01 170 0.00

Max 0.13 0.02 <001 730 0.08
Ava. 0.05 0.00 <001 381 0.01

Standard Limits of
Ambient Coastal 0.1 15 15 3 0.5
water GAM EP*

1 GAMEP: General Authority for Meteorology and Environmental Protection.
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Location
Sample Sample Temp. Depth Dissolved Oxygen | Salinity Chlorophyll
No. code 1) m | P (DO) erny | 20 A
N E

1 SLWI | 21°3136.0'N |39°0823.9'E| 28.05 1.2 1 73 6.68 3951 | 38.47 1.00
3 SLW3  [21°31353'N |39°08'44.3'E| 28.73 45 7.33 6.97 39.50 | 38.49 2.10
4 SLW4  [21°31'47.5'N |39°08'47.9'E| 28.62 >3 7.37 6.60 39.53 | 3851 3.10
5 SLW5  [21°3152.7'N |39°08'46.0'E | 28.58 6.0 7.34 6.63 39.53 | 3851 1.90
6 SLW6 |21°31'54.9'N [39°0827.8'E| 28.51 41 7.35 6.82 39.53 | 3851 1.10
7 SLW7  [21°31'49.4'N |39°0824.4'E| 28.50 45 7.26 6.79 39.52 | 38.49 1.00
8 SLW8  [21°3120.7'N |39°08'14.8'E| 27.99 120} 794 6.69 39.54 | 38.50 0.60
9 SLW9 | 21°31'17.6'N | 39°0820.6'E| 27.88 R AT 6.79 39.57 | 38.52 0.60
10 SLWI10 | 21°30'52.5"N |39°08'06.7'E | 27.50 9.1 7.03 6.54 39.50 | 38.47 0.70
11 SLWI1 | 21°3046.4'N |39°08'12.2"E| 25.76 e 633 8.62 30.60 | 29.79 0.40
12 SLWI2 | 21°3024.4'N |39°08'14.4'E| 28.05 40 7.14 7.00 39.53 | 38.49 130
13 SLWI3 | 21°30'11.5"N |39°08'04.1"E | 28.08 7.9 7.19 6.73 39.62 | 3857 130
14 SLW14 | 21°3034.1'N |39°08'03.6'E| 28.21 0.8 7.34 6.84 39.62 | 3857 0.50
15 SLC1 | 21°3028.7"N |39°0751.7'E| 27.92 321 79 6.67 39.64 | 38.59 1.90
16 SLW16 | 21°3157.1'N |39°08'38.1"E |  28.58 >.7 7.32 6.62 39.54 | 3852 150

Min 25.76 | 4.00 |6.33 6.54 30.60(29.79| 0.40

Max 28.73 | 31.20 |7.37 8.62 39.64(38.59| 3.10

Ava. 28.06 | 8.87 |7.19 6.87 38.95(37.93| 1.27
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Geohydrological Assessment of Coastal Water Quality of Lake Al Salam

in Jeddah - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Wafa Saleh Ali Al-K hereiji

Associate Professor, Department of Geography, College of Arts, Princess Nora bint
AbdulRahman University, KSA

wsakhuraiji@pnu.edu.sa

Abstract. Peace Lake in the city of Jeddah is famous for its tourist destination as one of the public
parks that many citizens visit. However, since a long time ago, the lake suffered from weak or no
direct contact with the sea, which led to weak or no regular water recovery of the lake and water
stagnation with the emergence of unpleasant odors. This study aimed to assess the quality of the
water of Peace Lakeintermsof itsphysical and chemical characteristicsand nutrients, by identifying
the sources of pollution of the lake water to ensure that diseases do not multiply and spread while
protecting coastal natural resources from the effects of pollution and contributing to tourism and
economic sustainability by providing a healthy environment free of pollution. For various sectors
with the promotion of the water and coastal tourism sector. The results of the study indicated that
the water of Peace Lake was affected by some pollutants. It was observed that there were cases of
excess that required intervention, which represented risks to public health. Four sites in the study
area showed clear indications of contamination with total coliformsthat exceeded the environmental
limits. It was al so noted that alert levels had been reached in total phenol pollution in some locations,
and all water samples of Peace Lake showed concentrations that exceeded the maximum allowable
concentration of chemical oxygen demand for seawater quality, which is one of the important
indicatorsthat give an indication of the amount of organic pollutants present in the water. Where an
increase in organic pollution was observed in the southeastern part and also the northeastern part of
the lake, and chemical analyzes of the water of Peace Lake showed concentrations of chloride that
exceeded environmental specifications, and this may be due to the high degree of evaporation of the
semi-closed lake water accompanied by pumping water to high distances in the atmosphere from
the King’s Fountain Fahad. The study recommends continuing the periodic monitoring and control
of the coastal water quality of Peace Laketo protect itsrecreational beach, and taking administrative
measures to protect public health based on the monitoring results. The study also recommended the
need to collect samples of beach sediments to verify the extent of their contamination with heavy
elements and the possibility of microbial contamination, which may contribute to water pollution.

Keywords: Coastal waters - Geohydrological assessment - Peace Lake - Jeddah.
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The Interpretive Industry of Imam Ibn Abi Hatem Al-Razi through his
| nter pretation

Sami bin Masoud Al-Jaeed

Associate Professor of Interpretation and Qur’anic Sciences, Department of Interpretation,
College of Da 'wah and Fundamentals of Religion at Umm Al-Qura University, KSA

Abstract. The research dealt with an important issue related to the exegetical industry of Imam Ibn
Abi Hatem through his interpretation, so the researcher introduced the imam and his author, and
presented to highlight the interpretive industry related to the movablesin terms of the way the imam
mentioned them, and in terms of their criticism. Then he stopped by talking about the interpretative
industry related to rationalities in terms of the imam's rooting of the methods of interpretation, and
in terms of hisindustry in presenting sayings and telling them, concluding that by highlighting his
industry in his choices and opinions. The researcher concluded that Imam Ibn Abi Hatim was well -
versed in the science of interpretation, and that he was not only a mere transmitter, but that his
transmission was thorough, brief and arranged, not to mention his accuracy in transmitting the texts
and his distinction in their formulation and good presentation. Interpretation and disclosure of his
method in his choices and opinions.

Keywords: bn Abi Hatem- Tafsir - Al-Razi — industry - The interpretive.
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Haiku between the L egitimacy of Experiment and the Absurdity of
Voidness. A Study of Structure and Vision

Talal Ben Ahmed Thagafi

Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism, Arabic Language Department, Turabah
University College, Taif University, King Khalid University, KSA

Abstract. Acculturation isopenness and richness. It isacivilization necessity. Experiment is courage
and adventure. It isleveraging energies and aesthetics with which we renew our lives and prove our
vitality. Haiku is the outcome of the acculturation with the other, and the attempts to immerse it in
our Arab culture need experiment, evaluation and correction in order to suit our language and fit our
taste. Thus, we can guarantee its continuation and life. This research attempts to investigate the
experience of Arabic Haiku, in terms of structure and vision, for the sake of rooting and evaluation,
through a descriptive approach based on comparison and analysisin the presentation of the technical
component in order to draw conclusions. The research consists of four research questions. It is
started with an introduction and ended up with a.conclusion and recommendations. Thefirst research
question is entitled “Haiku biography”. It consists of the birth of Haiku- Haiku between easy use
and search for roots, Haiku between commitment and rebellion-, Haiku's journey between
languages (constant and variable). The second research question isentitled "The Spirit of Haiku". It
consists of density - Haiku language - Scene - montage and interpretation. The third research
question deals with Haiku and brief poetic types. The fourth research question deals with Haiku
writing and reading.

Keywords: Haiku - Experiment - Voidness - Structure - Vision.
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A Proposed Guidance Program for Clinical Social Servicewith Drug and
Psychotropic Substance Addicts from the Per spective of Cognitive-
Behavioral Therapy

Manal Mushabab Al-Qahtani

Associate Professor of Social Work, Department of Social Work, Princess Noura bint Abdul
Rahman University, College of Social Work, KSA

Abstract. This study aims to develop a suggested program for clinical social work to treat drug
addicts and psychotropic substances from the perspective of cognitive-behavioral therapy. In this
study, the researcher relied on the semi-experimental approach by dividing the study sampleinto an
experimental group consisting of (15) individuals and a control group consisting of (15) individuals.
The researcher also prepared a counseling program consisting of (15) sessions, in which sherelied
on agroup of cognitive-behavioral theory techniques, the duration of one session of the counseling
program was 60-90 minutes, and the researcher conducted a pre-test to ensure the equivalence of
the experimental and control groups in the experimental average, while the subjects in the control
group did not receive any training within their program and after completing the course. The
program was applied post-test and then follow-up test after a while, and the results of the current
study showed the presence of statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental group and the control group in the post and follow-up test in favor of the experimental
group, but it recorded a statistically significant decrease in the level of addiction compared to the
control group, which results that the counseling program used in the study is effective in treating
addiction to drugs and psychotropic substances. One of the most important recommendations that
the researcher reached is the need to pay attention applying a counseling program on different
samples of youth and adolescents.

Keywords: Counseling program - Clinical social work - Drug addicts and psychotropic substances-
Cognitive behaviora therapy - Saudi Arabia.
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The Efforts of the German Orientalist (Albert Dietrich) in Editing Medical
Manuscripts: Dioscorides De Materia Medica

Samaah Saeed Bahwerth

Associate Professor of Islamic History and Orientalism, Department of Orientalism, College
of Arts and Humanities, Taibah University, Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, KSA

Abstract. No fair-minded person can deny the efforts of orientalists in preserving Islamic heritage,
especially manuscripts. The orientalists have shown great interest in collecting, preserving, editing,
revising, and catal oging these manuscripts. The universities, libraries, and churches of Europe hold
numerous valuable Islamic manuscripts that contain treasures and precious knowledge of Islamic
sciences. These manuscripts have directly contributed to the modern European Renaissance. In this
paper, | will briefly discuss the efforts of German orientalists in preserving Islamic heritage,
particularly manuscripts. | will mention one example of such efforts, which isthe German orientalist
Albert Dietrich and his contributions to the editing of manuscripts in general, and specifically
medical manuscripts, with a focus on the medical manuscript "Dioscorides De Materia Medica.

Keywords: German Orientalism, Medicine, Medical Manuscripts.
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The Right to Citizenship in ISsam: An Analytical and Descriptive Study on
the Constitution of Medina

Nada Salahaldeen Balto
Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, KSA

Abstract. Determining citizenship isan important political and legal matter. From the political point
of view, citizenship islimited to the citizen'sright to exercise the poalitical rightsthat he alone enjoys
without other foreigners residing within the territory of the state. As for the legal aspect; It means
that the citizen enjoys many specia rights that the foreigner does not enjoy. The state has made the
exercise of certain jobs and occupations and holding positions a specia right for its citizens to the
exclusion of other foreigners residing in it. The research problem lies in the difficulty of defining
the concept of (citizenship) at the present time. As this matter is one of the most important topics
that raise controversy and debate in the Arab and Islamic worlds. Thisis because of the suspicions
and accusations raised about the right to citizenship in Islamic law in the present era, based on the
denial of the existence of the right to citizenship in the law, and accusing it of not recognizing the
rights of religious, ethnic, and national minorities, who live in many Arab and Islamic countries.
Theimportance of this study comesinitsadoption of the concept of citizenship inthe Islamic system
by highlighting the constitution of Medinain particular as amodel to be followed in any society that
seeks a state based on justice, characterized by safety, and enjoying the stability of its people. In the
preparation of this study, the researcher relied on the analytical descriptive approach in discussing
this topic, and concluded that (citizenship) is one of the most important concepts that developed in
parallel with the development of societies and states. This development has mainly been linked to
the development of human rights and the impact of globalization on human society. This topic has
become a focus of attention since the development of mankind and the introduction of civil laws,
especialy in the Western environment.

Keywords: Citizenship, Nationality, the Constitution of Medina, people of dhimmi, Equality before
the law.
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The Degree of Practicing Knowledge Management and ItsRolein
Promoting the Implementation of Strategic Planning at the Deanships of
Distance Education at Saudi Universitiesin the Light of Vision " 2030"

Abdullah A. Algahtani

Associate Professor, Department of Information Science, College of Arts and Humanities,
King Abdulaziz University, KSA

Abstract. The current study aimed to investigate the degree of knowledge management practice and
its role in promoting the application of strategic planning in the deanships of distance education in
Saudi universities in the light of vision "2030" and to develop a suitable proposal for it from the
researcher's point of view. The researcher randomly selected the study sample of (200) faculty
members from the universities of (Jeddah, Taibah, Taif, Qassim, & Hail) to represent the study
population; He used the descriptive analytical design as the study approach, and the questionnaire
he designed to achieve the study objectives. The study reached several findings, the most important
were: Theresearcher presented a proposed vision to enhance the practice of knowledge management
and the application of strategic planning in the deanships of distance education in Saudi universities
according to the vision of *2030"; The degree of application of knowledge management dimensions
in the deanships of distance education in Saudi universities in the light of vision "2030" had with a
(high) degree from the point of view of the study sample; While "the degree of application of
strategic planning dimensions had a (medium) degree from the point of view of the study sample;
And there is a positive correlation between each dimension of the knowledge management practice
in the distance education deanships in Saudi universities and the total degree of the application of
strategic planning. The researcher made several recommendationsin thelight of the study’s findings,
the most important of which are: the need to increase the attention of Saudi universitiesto the process
of applying strategic planning because of its importance in determining the strategic direction, and
keenness to obtain the desired knowledge; And the need for the university administration to provide
faculty members with knowledge and improve their teaching methods to implement the strategic
planning process.

Keywords: Knowledge management - Strategic planning - Deanships of distance education.
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Simulating the Temporal and Spatial Patterns of Urban Growth in the
City of Jeddah Using the Markov Statistical Model during the Period
(1985 -2047 AD)

Taghreed Hamdi AL johani

Associate Professor of Planning and Regional Development, Taibah University, Makkah
Al Mukarramah, KSA

Abstract. The research aims to analyze the stages of urban growth and monitor what might
happen in terms of expectations. To achieve a stable vision for the future, and to assess the
sustainability of the city of Jeddah during the period (1985-2023) using remote sensing
techniques and geographic information systems; To reveal the spatial and temporal variation,
and to predict the future of potential urban changes to the year 2047, by applying Earth change
modeling, and modeling the behavior of the Markov cell. The results showed that the area of the
urban mass until the year 2047 will be about 1092 km?, and the area of the rest of the other uses
is estimated at about 3625 km?, according to the prediction equations that used the growth rate
(1.4) between the years (2010/2023) and its projections, and by applying Markov cellular
modeling, it was predicted The urban area for the same target year, with a cadastral value of
(1259 km?) and (360 km?) for green areas, while the land area came with a predicted area of
(3099 kn). Accordingly, the axes of the future urban expansion of the city are concentrated in
the same direction as the urban expansion of the 2023 urban block. The study was able to verify
the accuracy of the simulation maps compared to the 2023 map using a 3D model. The results
showed that they are al in high agreement, especially with the presence of natural obstacles on
both sides of the study area, east and west, and the opportunity for longitudinal extensions of the
urban mass of the city.

Keywords: Environmental development - Geographic information systems - Modeling analysis
of land change - Change Detection- Subjective behavior, Markov.
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A Proposal for an Executive Program in Curricula and Educational
Technologiesto Develop Teachers Professionally and Digitally in linewith the
Actual Needs of the Saudi | damic Society and the Kingdom's Vision 2030

Dalia Jamal Alghamdi?, Fatma Fatouh Elgazar'?, Fatma Mohmmed Alserhani?,
Dalal Abdulkareem Al-Sanee! and Rania Abdullah Alhar bit

ICurriculum and Instruction Department, Faculty of Education, King Abdulaziz University,
KSA, and 2Faculty of Education, Alexandria University, Egypt

Abstract. Devel oping teacher professionally and digitally has received special attention by scholars
and researchers to keep pace with the updates and to develop teaching process according to the
international standards. Knowledge revolution in al fields of science and knowledge, and
information and communication technologies in the globalization era have led to a multiplicity of
teacher’s roles and responsibilitiesin the educational field. Based on the Kingdom’s of Saudi Arabia
Vision 2030, which emphasized on the importance of improving policies, which are related to
teacher’s preparation, as it is obvious in the second strategic objective of the Ministry of Education:
“improving teacher’s preparation, qualification and development for recruitment.” In addition, the
seventh strategic goal stressed on: "strengthening the education system to meet the requirements of
development and the needs of the labor market”. Current research aimed to propose an executive
program in curricula and educational technologies to enhance Saudi teacher’s professional and
digitalization development in line with the actual needs of the Islamic Society and Vision 2030.

Keywords: Curricula and educational technologies - Professional identity - Digital competency -
Saudi society - Vision 2030.
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Abstract. This study investigates the trandation of euphemistic expressions denoting hardship found in the
Qur’an. The primary objective is to explore how Qur’an translators deal with such expressions by comparing
five Qur’an translations: Pickthall (1930), Ali (1934), Al-Hilali and Khan (1974), Abdel Haleem (2004), and
the Rowwad Translation Center (2020). Following Baker’s (1992) translation strategy taxonomy, the study
identifies the translation strategies used by these translators in rendering 11 selected euphemistic expressions
of hardship in the Qur’an. The analysis shows that these translators have employed different approaches when
dealing with these expressions, holding that the most prevalent procedures adopted are translation with a more
neutral word, and literal trandation, followed by paraphrasing. However, the use of a more general word in
trandation is relatively infrequent. Adding explanatory information within parentheses is another strategy
utilized to address the ambiguity associated with euphemistic expressions. When comparing these trandlations
to the source text, it is evident that 40 instances of trandlation have maintained the euphemistic meaning, while
fifteen tranglation instances have missed the euphemistic effect. The study recommends that translations should
render this stylistic feature so that the Qur’anic text is not deemed as blunt as some translations feature it.

Keywords: Qur’an, translation, Qur’anic euphemisms, Mona Baker, translation strategies.

Introduction

The translation of the Holy Qur’an poses significant challenges due to its miraculous Arabic
language, which teems with rhetorical devices such as metaphor, simile, euphemisms, irony,
and allegory. Euphemism is best explained as “an alternative to a dispreferred expression”
(Allan and Burridge, 1991, p. 11). It isaway of making reference to something less pleasant or
embarrassing, such as: sexual issues, disease and death, gods and superpowers. This study
investigates how euphemistic expressions of hardship in the Qur’an are translated. It focuses
on 11 specific euphemistic expressions related to hardship, including: death, sickness, the Day
of Judgment, and poverty. It compares and analyzes five English translations of the Qur’an;
namely: Pickthall (1930), Ali (1934), Al-Hilali and Khan (1974), Abdel Haleem (2004) and
Rowwad Translation Center (2020), to explore how translators have approached the rendering
of euphemistic expressions. The selected trandations span 90 years to allow for a better
understanding of past and present translation approaches.

This research received grant no. (198/2023) from the Arab Observatory for Trandation (an affiliate of ALECSO), which is
supported by the Literature, Publishing & Trandation Commission in Saudi Arabia.
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Many studies have explored the difficulties of translating Qur’anic euphemistic
expressions. However, the theme of hardship has hardly been discussed in the body of
trandation literature. Previous studies have primarily focused on euphemisms, in general, or
the tranglation of euphemisms pertaining to moral indecency and taboo themes, such as sex and
extramarital affairs, as we shall illustrate in the literature review section. Therefore, the main
am of this research is to explore whether this euphemistic theme has been posing any
difficulties for English trandators. Procedures used by the tranglators are discussed to explore
whether old trandations followed different approaches from those followed by more recent
trandations. Moreover, the study seeks to gauge the extent to which these expressions are
retained as euphemismsin the target text (TT, henceforth).

Literature Review

Euphemism in the Qur’an has been studied as a rhetorical device under the more general
umbrellaof kinayah; an Arabic figure of speech. The word Kinayah is derived from the Arabic
verb kana, which denotes hiding something or concealing it by covering it up. Therefore, it
refers to an expression denoting two meanings. one major and the other minor; the minor
meaning is the one intended by the kinayah expression. Many studies have discussed
euphemism in the Qur’an and focused on its themes, significance, and styles, (Al-Hamad &
Salman, 2013; Al-Omoush, 2011; Olimat, 2019). Al-Hamad and Salman (2013) highlighted the
ability of the Qur’an to provide practical exemplification of decency and morality. Harsh or
sensitive topics are substituted or softened by using gentle expressions or, in some cases, by
way of omission.

Al-Omoush (2011, p. 1) has classified euphemisms in the Qur’an into two categories. The
first category comprises expressions related to mora indecency and shame, including
euphemistic expressions concerning sexual activity, fornication, defecation, and mentions of
women. The second category includes expressions related to hardship, such as. euphemistic
expressions denoting death, sickness, the Day of Judgment, divorce, defeat, panic, and poverty.
According to Olimat (2019), there are 243 expressions of sex and 169 expressions of death,
which make sex, and death the most euphemized topics in the Qur’an. Furthermore, Olimat
(2019) reported that the Qur’an uses 76 euphemisms related to health to represent different
aspects of sickness and disability, 60 euphemisms related to punishment, and 43 euphemisms
related to poverty. Therefore, Qur’an translators must be aware of these expressions and adeptly
navigate their trandlation in a manner that preserves the intended meaning of the euphemism.

In his study, Al-Barakati (2013) noted that literal translation is the most predominant
procedure used when tranglating sex-related euphemisms in the Qur’an into English, with
idiomatic and free translations being aternative strategies that are less employed. He further
classifies literal translation into two subcategories: formal correspondence and literal
tranglation. The former entails adhering closely to the form of the source text (ST, henceforth),
while the latter involves rendering the euphemism with its most common dictionary meaning.
The literal trandlation approach is typicaly used when speakers or writers opt for a direct
meaning. Trandators may also employ target language-oriented procedures, such as using
Biblical or non-Biblical euphemisms that are commonly understood.

Alhg and Omer (2017) emphasized that the beauty of the Qur’an and its sacredness
present challenges to translators when rendering euphemistic expressions. These challenges
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arise from the lack of equivalence at word levels and the nuanced euphemistic meanings
conveyed by Arabic words, which may differ from their counterpartsin English. Additionally,
Arabic possesses a richer vocabulary, and a broader range of meanings compared to English.
To address these challenges, trandators use different strategies such as literal trandation,
paraphrasing, partial equivalents, functional translation, and addition.

According to Algahtani (2018), religious texts, including the Qur’an, are sensitive texts.
Trandators of religious texts, therefore, must be conscious of every choice they make. They
have to consider carefully why they are selecting a particular word or phrase. Some words in
the Qur’an lack exact equivalents in the target language (TL, henceforth), so the translator must
tranglate them to the closest possible meaning. Moreover, Alhgj and Omer (2017) concluded
that the Qur’an cannot be translated literally, as Arabic vocabulary and expressions often
possess multiple literal meanings and are frequently employed metaphorically. They argue that
translations of the Qur’an serve as an “explanation, paraphrase, or interpretation of the meaning
of the source text” (Alhaj & Omer, 2017, p. 116).

Resear ch Framewor k

In this study, Baker’s translation strategy taxonomy serves as the model of analysis. Baker
(1992) defined non-equivalence at the word level as the lack of a direct equivalent for aword
in the TL. According to Baker (1992), translators should assess the significance of non-
equivalence and its implications within the given context in order to convey the meaning of
keywords as much as possible. She proposed eight strategies to be employed by professional
trandators to tackle non-equivalence at the word level:

(a) Trandation using a general word (i.e. generaization): This strategy uses a general word to
compensate for the lack of a specific word in the TL. The general word communicates the
fundamental meaning of the missing hyponym. Example: Shampoo the hair is trandated into
Arabic as =3l Jua, which means: wash the hair. Shampooing is atype of washing that islimited
to specifically washing of the hair.

(b) Trandation using a neutral/less-expressive word (i.e. neutralization). In this strategy, an
expressive word is replaced by a near-equivalent that is more neutral and less expressive. Adding
modifiers can help retain some of the expressive meaning, as in home, trandated into Arabic as
5_peniue (Settlement); which is less expressive and more formal.

(c) Trandation by cultural substitution (i.e. cultural substitution): This strategy entails substituting a
culture-specific phrase in the source language (SL, henceforth) with a cultural equivalencein the
TL to induce the same impact on the TT reader. For example, agood cultura substitute for cream
teais kil (pastry).

(d) Trand ation with aloan word or using aloan word with explanation (i.e. loan word): This strategy
involves transferring culture-specific items, modern concepts, or buzzwords from the SL to the
TL, often accompanied by an explanation to clarify their meaning such as cap, transated into
Arabic as s~ haidad "\ (j.e. a hat that covers the hair.)

(e) Trandation by paraphrasing using a related word (i.e. paraphrasing-R): This strategy involves
rendering the sourceitem in the TL using arelated word with a different form. Example: creamy
istranslated into Arabic as LSV 4. (i.e. that resembles cream).

(f) Trandation by paraphrasing using unrelated words (i.e. paraphrasing-U): This approach can be
utilized when the item from the original language is not lexicalized in the TL. This could involve
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the usage of amore general term or merely expressing the meaning of the original item. Example:
affidavit is trandated into Arabic as (e de sadia 4058 32U ((j.€. written communication supported
by an oath).

(g) Trandation by omission (i.e. omission): In this strategy, translators may omit the trandation of a
word or an expression if its omission does not affect the meaning. Example: ...is already creating
great interest, translated into Arabic as slia¥) (e 4lle 4 2 <t ((i.e. has aroused a high degree of
interest), the word already is omitted in the Arabic trandlation.

(h) Trandation by an illustration (i.e. illustration): The use of illustrations can be helpful when the
source word lacks a direct equivalent in the TL, particularly when referring to physical entities.
This strategy proves beneficia when a concise and brief trandation is required. Example: Using
an illustration of a tagged tea bag instead of translating the word tagged teabag with long
explanations.

Baker (1992) concluded that there are many additional strategies available for tranglators
to employ. She recommends that trandators study and analyze texts translated by professionals
to uncover additional strategies and understand how to evaluate the advantages and drawbacks
of each strategy within varying contexts. So, we can add literal trandation and translation using
explanation.

This study has collected 11 samples of euphemisms pertaining to hardship, as identified
by Al-Omoush (2011), who anayzed their positions, contextual dimensions, and functions
within the Qur’an. These expressions were collected from different surahs and categorized into
euphemistic expressions of death, sickness, the Day of Judgment, and poverty. The translations
selected for the purpose of this study have been approved by Islamic bodies and official
institutions, and cover a period spanning more than 90 years, including translators with diverse
native tongues and backgrounds.

The following translations were selected for this study:

1. The Meaning of the Glorious Qur’an: Text and Explanatory Translation by Pickthall
(1930).

The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an by Ali (1934).
Trandation of the Meanings of the Noble Qur’an by Al-Hilali and Khan (1974).
The Qur’an: A New Translation by Abdel Haleem (2004).

Explanation of the Meanings of The Noble Qur’an in the English Language by Rowwad
Trandation Center (2020)

Abdel Haleem and Al-Hilali are native speakers of Arabic, while Pickthall’s mother
tongue was English. Khan and Ali, on the other hand, are not native speakers of Arabic nor of
English. The purpose of selecting these translations was to explore whether a translator’s
linguistic orientation could have an impact on rendering this type of rhetorical device. All the
trandations of the selected samples were retrieved from Quran.com (2023).

Pickthall, who reverted to Islam from Christianity in 1917, produced the first trans ation
by a Muslim native English speaker, which has been extensively read by English-speaking
Muslims (Clark, 1994, as cited in Muwafi & Fareh, 2021). During the translation process,

o~ w DN
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Pickthall (1938, ascited in Kidwai, 2017) consulted various Islamic Arab scholars at Jamie Al-
Azhar, in Cairo, to ensure the inclusion of only mainstream interpretations and to avoid any
that were considered heretical.

Ali’s (1934) translation holds considerable influence and popularity in English-speaking
nations. Hassan (2019) hailed it as a highly acclaimed trandation favored by Muslims and non-
Muslims alike, owing to its status as one of the earliest Qur’an translations made by a Muslim
translator. Algahtani (2018) revealed that Ali’s (1934) translation was well received in Saudi
Arabia, and consequently, it had a broad circul ation.

Al-Hilali and Khan’s translation (1974) was published by the King Fahad Glorious
Qur’an Printing Complex in Saudi Arabia, and was approved by the Saudi Dar Al-Ifta. The
trandation was the result of a collaboration between two experts who relied on renowned
exegeses books such as Tabari, Qurtubi, and Ibn Kathir (Al-Hilali & Khan, 1974). Hassan
(2019) stated that this trandation is the most widely published; millions of copies have been
printed in Saudi Arabia, and distributed worldwide.

Abdel Haleem was born in Egypt and was able to memorize the Qur’an at an early age.
His trandation was published by Oxford University Press and reflects his educational
background from the University of al-Azhar, in Cairo, and Cambridge, in the UK, where he
studied translation (Abdel Haleem, 2004). Abdel Haleem has been teaching Arabic and Islamic
Studies at both Cambridge, and London University since 1966 and currently holds the position
of Professor of Islamic Studies at SOAS in London (Oxford University Press, 2023).

Rowwad Trandation Center (Rowwad, 2023) stated that their trand ation was completed
by reliable transators who were supervised by specialists. This trandation was published in
Saudi Arabia, by the Islamic Propagation Association, in Rabwah.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive, comparative, and analytical methodology. The selected
samples were analyzed by identifying both their denotative and connotative meanings; the
euphemistic expressions are highlighted in bold for easy recognition. The five trandations of
the Qur’an were then compared, described, and analyzed. The comparison was based on the
strategies proposed by Baker (1992) for dealing with non-equivalence at the word level used
by professional trandators (see Section 3.3), and other strategies like trandation by using a
literal word, or literal word with explanation, since she encouraged translatorsto discover more
strategies by analyzing texts prepared by professional translators. The TT’s were compared to
the ST to assess the extent to which the trandators adhered to the ST and maintained the
euphemistic nature of the expressions.

Data Analysis

In this section, the euphemistic expressions of hardship across the sel ected tranglations of
the Qur’an are thoroughly analyzed and compared to determine the strategies adopted by these
trandatorsin rendering these expressionsinto English, and to establish the extent to which these
expressions are retained as euphemismsinthe TT.

1.1. Euphemistic expressions of death
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1.1.1. Excerpt 1: (Q. 15:99) x4+ (al-yageen) i.e. certainty

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayahin Arabic | "G il s el 2l s Neutralization
'II_'Irt;:IJation And worship your Lord until the certainty comesto you.
Pickthall And serve thy Lord till the I nevitable cometh unto thee. Literal
Ali And serve thy Lord until there come unto thee the Hour Paraphrasing-R
that is Certain.
Al-Hilali and And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the Literal with explanation
Khan certainty (i.e. death).
Abdel Haleem worship your Lord until what is certain comesto you. Paraphrasing-R
Rowwad and worship your Lord until the certainty [of death] Literal with explanation
comes to you.

Theword (al-yageen) literally means ‘certainty’ according to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn
Manzur (1956). The meaning is, certain knowledge and the removal of doubt. It is used here as
a euphemistic expression drawing from the fact that death is certain to happen, using the
technique of generalization to refer to death, as confirmed by authoritative exegetes (Al-
Baghawi 1989, Al-Zamakhshari 1998 and Al-Suyuti 2003).

Pickthall renders it literally into “the Inevitable” with a capital “I” as if it is a proper noun,
which, according to the Stevenson (2010, p. 894) and other English dictionaries, is an adjective
that means something “certain to happen; unavoidable”. Ali and Abdel Haleem opt for
paraphrasing it using related words to convey the meaning. Ali also employs capitalization.
However, Al-Hilali and Khan, and Rowwad render it with a ‘literal translation with
explanation’ by adding the word “death” in brackets to further highlight the connotative
meaning which is hidden behind this euphemistic expression. All the trandators maintain the
euphemistic nature of the expression, except Al-Hilali and Khan and Rowwad, who use the
direct word “death”.

1.1.2. Excerpt 2: (Q. 63:11) J»/(ajal) i.e. term

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic Mgdal s 13 Lk alll 35 5" Neutralization
Literal Trandation | And Allah will not delay a soul when itsterm comes.
Pickthall But Allah reprieveth no soul when itsterm cometh Litera (neutralization)
Ali But to no soul will Allah grant respite when the time Paraphrasing-R

appointed (for it) has come;
Al-Hilali and Khan | And Alléh grants respite to none when his appointed Paraphrasing-R with explanation
time (death) comes.

Abdel Haleem God does not reprieve a soul when itsturn comes Litera (neutralization)
Rowwad But Allah will never delay a soul when its appointed Paraphrasing-R
time comes,

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word (ajal) means, the
duration of something or moment of death. It is used here as a euphemistic expression using the
technique of neutralization to refer to death, according to authoritative exegetes (Al-
Zamakhshari 1998 and Al-Suyuti 2003).

Pickthall provides a literal trandation with a neutralizing word, i.e. “term”, which
according to Oxford Dictionary (2023) , means “the end of a particular period of time,
especially one for which something is expected to last”. Abdel Haleem uses a more neutral
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word and translates it as “turn” which means “the time when somebody in a group of people
should or is allowed to do something” (ibid). Although the literal meanings of “term” and “turn”
differ, they both alude to the concept of death in this linguistic co-text and imitate the same
euphemizing technique used in the ST. Ali, Al-Hilali and Khan, and Rowwad opt for
paraphrasing by using related words. Al-Hilali and Khan further enhance their trandation by
providing additional explanation, parenthesizing the direct word “death” to provide clarity. All
the trand ators maintain the euphemistic nature of the expression apart from Al-Hilali and Khan,
who use the direct word “death”.

1.1.3. Excerpt 3: (Q. 75:28) L4/ (al-firaq) i.e. the parting

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted

Ayah in Arabic "GIAN Al " Generalization

Literal Trandlation | And hethought it is the parting.

Pickthall And he knoweth that it is the parting; Literal

Ali And he will conclude that it was (the Time) of Litera (with explanation)
Parting;

Al-Hilali and Khan | And he (the dying person) will conclude that it was Paraphrasing-R + explanation
(the time) of parting (death);

Abdel Haleem when he knowsit is thefinal parting; Paraphrasing- R

Rowwad And herealizesthat it istime to depart, Paraphrasing- R

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word (al-firaq) carries the
meaning of departure, parting and separation. It isused here as aeuphemism using the technique
of generalization to express death signaling to the fact that death causes parting and separation,
as authoritative exegetes agree that it means departing thisworld (Al-Baghawi 1989, Al-Mahali
and Al-Suyuti 1987, and Al-Zamakhshari 1998).

Pickthall rendersit literally employing the same euphemizing technique used in the ST,
as well as Ali who renders it literally adding explanations. The other translators choose to
paraphrase it using related words. Al-Hilali and Khan add more explanation and parenthesize
the direct word “death” to clarify the meaning. Ali uses capitalization to emphasize the
significance of the term, making it a proper noun. Having the translations compared with the
ST, it isevident that al the tranglators maintain the euphemistic nature of the expression apart
from Al-Hilali and Khan, who use the direct word “death”.

1.2. Euphemistic Expressions of Sickness
1.2.1. Excerpt 4: (Q. 4:95) &/ (ad-darar) i.e. hurt

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic "l sl e Generalization
Literal Trandation Except those of hurt.
Pickthall other than those who have a (disabling) hurt Literal (generalization) with explanation
Ali and receive no hurt Literal (generalization)

Al-Hilali and Khan except those who are disabled (by injury or are Neutralization with explanation
blind or lame)

Abdel Haleem apart from those with an incapacity, Neutralization
Rowwad except those for ced by necessity Paraphrasing-U

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word (ad-darar) means, an
unhealthy condition that prevents one from engaging in holy war. It is used here as a
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euphemistic expression using the technique of generalization to refer to sickness, as affirmed
by authoritative exegetes (Al-Baghawi 1989, Al-Zamakhshari 1998 and Al-Suyuti 2003).

Pickthall and Ali translate it literally into “hurt”. They imitate the same euphemizing
technique used in the ST. Pickthall adds the term “disabling” within parentheses to clarify the
meaning. Al-Hilali and Khan choose a more neutral word and translate it as “disabled” which,
according to Oxford Dictionary (2023), refers to individuals “having a physical or mental
condition that limits their movements, senses, or activities”. They also provide additional
explanation by giving examples of specific diseases within parentheses. Abdel Haleem, on the
other hand, uses a more neutral word, i.e. “incapacity”, which signifies “incapacity (of
somebody/something) (to do something) lack of ability or skill” (ibid). Finally, Rowwad
employs a paraphrasing strategy using unrelated words to convey the meaning. In conclusion,
al of the trandators except Al-Hilali and Khan, maintain the euphemistic nature of the
expression. Al-Hilali and Khan mention the names of diseases to provide further explanation,
but flout the euphemistic effect.

1.2.2. Excerpt 5: (Q. 37:89) a4 (sagim) i.e. sick

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic "o ) Juas" Literal (neutralization)
Literal Translation | then he said, “I am chronically ill”.
Pickthall Then said: Lo! | feel sick! Literal (neutralization)
Ali And he said, “I am indeed sick (at heart)!” Literal (neutralization with explanation)

Al-Hilali and Khan | And he said: “Verily, I am sick® (with plague). [He | Literal (Neutralization with explanation)
did thistrick to remain in their temple of idols to
destroy them and not to accompany them to the
pagan feast].”

Abdel Haleem He said, ‘T am sick,’ Literal (neutralization)
Rowwad and said, “T am sick.” Literal (neutralization)

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word (sagim) means a
patient who is achronically ill. It is used here as a euphemistic expression using the technique
of neutralization to refer to the plague, as affirmed by authoritative exegetes (Al-Baghawi 1989,
Al-Zamakhshari 1998 and Al-Suyuti 2003).

All translators render it as “sick”, which is a more neutral term compared to the expression
“chronically ill patient” and imitate the same euphemizing technique used in the ST. Both Ali,
and Al-Hilali and Khan provide additional explanations, but with different meanings as they
rely on different exegeses. In sum, al transators maintain the euphemistic nature of the
expression, except for Al-Hilali and Khan, who mention “plague” to provide further
clarification of the meaning.

1.3. Euphemistic expressions of the Day of Judgment
1.3.1. Excerpt 6: (Q. 15:85) 4elwl/(as-saa’ah) i.e. the Hour

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic sy dsladl o 5" Generalization
Literal Trandation | And theHour is surely coming.
Pickthall and lo! the Hour is surely coming. Literal (generalization)
Ali And the Hour is surely coming (when this will be manifest) Literal (generalization)
Al-Hilali and Khan | and the Hour issurely coming, Literal (generalization)
Abdel Haleem the Hour will certainly come, Literal (generalization)




Translating Qur’anic Euphemistic Expressions of Hardship: A Comparison of Five English Translations 405

| Rowwad | TheHour is certainly coming, | Literal (generalization) |

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word “4c\Lill” (as-saa 'ah)
literally means ‘the hour’ but also means the Day of Resurrection. According to the
authoritative exegetes, it is used here as a euphemism using the technique of generalization to
refer to the Day of Judgment (Al-Baghawi 1989).

All trandators render it literally as “Hour”, with a capital “H” as a proper noun and imitate
the same euphemizing technique used in the ST. According to Oxford Dictionary (2023), one
of the meanings of the word “hour” is the time when something important happens. All
trandlators follow the ST and keep the expression euphemized.

1.3.2. Excerpt 7: (Q. 85:2) 4534/ a4/l (al-yawm al-maw’ood) i.e. the Promised Day

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted

Ayah in Arabic 355 gall agall 5" Neutralization

Literal Trandation And by the promised Day.

Pickthall And by the Promised Day. Litera (neutralization)

Ali By the promised Day (of Judgment); Literal with explanation (neutralization)

Al-Hilali and Khan And by the Promised Day (i.e. the Day of | Literal with explanation (neutralization)
Resurrection).

Abdel Haleem by the promised Day, Litera (neutralization)

Rowwad and by the promised Day, Litera (neutralization)

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the expression (al-yawm al-
maw 'ood), the promised day, means an appointment. It is used here as aeuphemistic expression
using the technique of neutralization to refer to the Day of Judgment, as affirmed by
authoritative exegetes (Al-Baghawi 1989, Al-Zamakhshari 1998 and Al-Suyuti 2003).

All trandators render this expression literally and imitate the same euphemizing
technigue used in the ST, following the ST, and maintaining the euphemized nature of the
expression, except Ali, and Al-Hilali and Khan, who add an explanation between parentheses
to illustrate the connotative meaning of the euphemistic expression. It is noticed that all
trangators use capitalization to highlight the significance of the expression, making it a proper
noun.

1.3.3. Excerpt 8: (Q. 40:15) £ a & (yawm at-talagi) i.e. the day of meeting

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic " @A a gy Haud" Neutralization
Literal Trandation In order to warn the day of meeting.
Pickthall that He may warn of the Day of M eeting, Litera (neutralization)
Ali that it may warn (men) of the Day of M utual Literal (neutralization)
M eeting,

Al-Hilali and Khan may warn (men) of the Day of Mutual Meeting (i.e. | Literal with explanation (neutralization)
the Day of Resurrection).

Abdel Haleem in order to warn of the Day of M eeting, Litera (neutralization)

Rowwad in order to warn of the Day of M eeting, Literal (neutralization)

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the expression (yawm at-
talagi), means day of meeting. Authoritative exegetes confirm that it is used here as a
euphemistic expression using the technique of neutralization to refer to the Day of Judgment
(Al-Baghawi 1989, Al-Mahali and Al-Suyuti 1987, and Al-Zamakhshari 1998).
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All trandlators render this expression into a less expressive equivaence, i.e. “Meeting”,
with a capital “M” (i.e. making it a proper noun), adopting aliteral translation that imitates the
same euphemizing technique used in the ST. According to Oxford Dictionary (2023), ameeting
is “a situation in which two or more people meet together, because they have arranged it or by
chance”. Ali, and Al-Hilali and Khan attempt to retain a more expressive meaning by adding
the modifier “Mutual”. All translators follow the ST by keeping the expression euphemized,
except Al-Hilali and Khan, who add more explanation between parentheses to clarify the
connotative meaning, which isthe Day of Resurrection.

1.4. Euphemistic Expressions of Poverty
1.4.1. Excerpt 9: (Q. 6:42) stulil(al-ba’sa’) i.e. suffering.

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic el yuall 5 sladdly aaliaala Generdization
Literal Trandation Then we took them by har dship and adversity
Pickthall and We visited them with tribulation and adversity, Literal (generalization)
Ali and We afflicted the nations with suffering and Literal (generalization)
adversity,

Al-Hilali and Khan And We seized them with extreme poverty (or loss | Specification with explanation.
in wealth) and lossin hedth (with calamities)
Abdel Haleem and afflicted their people with suffering and hardship | Literal (generdization)
Rowwad and seized them with poverty and hardship, Specification

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the expression al-ba’sa’ can
refer to hardship, and to war. In this context, it is used as a euphemistic expression using the
technique of generalization to refer to poverty according to the exegetes (Al-Baghawi 1989, Al-
Mahali and Al-Suyuti 1987, and Al-Zamakhshari 1998). Pickthall adopts the same technique
by translating it as “tribulation”, which means “a state of great trouble or suffering” (Stevenson,
2010, p. 1897). Ali and Abdel Haleem also adopt generalization and translate it as “suffering”,
which encompasses various forms of suffering as opposed to only suffering due to poverty.

Al-Hilali and Khan, as well as Rowwad, trandate it into its covertly intended meaning
“extreme poverty” and “poverty,” respectively. Al-Hilali and Khan, however, attempt to
provide additional explanation between parentheses. It is observed that the trandators in this
study follow the ST by keeping the expression euphemized except Al-Hilali and Khan and
Rowwad, who use the direct word “poverty”.

1.4.2. Excerpt 10: (Q. 11:10) ¢/ (darraa’) i.e. adversity

STandTT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted

Ayah in Arabic Maise £ pda 2ay elan o3 L 5" Generalization

. . And if Welet him taste grace after adversity had

Literal Trandation touched him

Pickthall And if We cause him to taste grace after some Paraphrasing R (generalization)
misfortune that had befalen him,

Ali But if We give him ataste of (Our) favours after Literal (generalization)
adversity hath touched him,

Al-Hilali and Khan But if Welet him taste good (favour) after evil Literal with explanation
(poverty and harm) has touched him,

Abdel Haleem And if We let him taste mercy after some harm has Paraphrasing R (generalization)
touched him,

Rowwad But if We give him ataste of prosperity after being Litera (generaization)
afflicted with har dship,
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According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word (darraa’) means “a
situation that harms”. It is used here as a euphemistic expression employing generalization to
refer to poverty according to exegetes (Al-Baghawi 1989 and Al-Mahali and Al-Suyuti 1987).

Pickthall and Abdel Haleem choose to paraphrase the expression using related words. Ali,
and Rowwad, on the other hand, trandate it literally. Al-Hilali and Khan trandate it by using a
more general word: evil. Then, they add more explanations and include the direct word
“poverty” between parentheses to further clarify the connotative meaning of the expression. All
tranglators imitate the same euphemizing technique used in the ST. They also follow the ST by
keeping the expression euphemized except Al-Hilali and Khan, who use the direct word
“poverty”.

1.4.3. Excerpt 11: (Q. 59:9) 4wlas (khasasah) i.e. poverty

STand TT Euphemizing Strategy Adopted
Ayah in Arabic "dualad g S Sl metonymy
Literal Translation | even though they had a small hole.
Pickthall but prefer (the fugitives) above themselves though Specification
poverty become their |ot.
Ali but give them preference over themselves, even though | Specification

poverty wastheir (own lot).
Al-Hilali and Khan | and give them (emigrants) preference over themselves Metonymy
even though they were in need of that.

Abdel Haleem They give them preference over themselves, even if Specification
they too are poor :
Rowwad Rather they give them preference over themselveseven | Metonymy

though they may bein dire need.

According to Al-Fayyumi (2002) and Ibn Manzur (1956), the word “4slas” (khasasah)
means “a small hole”. Yet, looking this word up in traditional dictionaries leads us to believe
that it had been particularised among Arabs to mean poverty even before the Qur’an was
revealed. It isused here asaeuphemistic expression to refer to poverty according to the exegetes
(Al-Baghawi 1989, Al-Zamakhshari 1998 and Al-Suyuti 2003).

All trandators have adopted specification by mentioning the euphemized meaning, i.e.
poverty. Rowwad tries to retain a more expressive meaning by adding the modifier “dire”.
Pickthall, Ali, and Abdel Haleem use a direct word (i.e. poverty, and poor, respectively).
However, Al-Hilali and Khan and Rowwad this time follow the ST euphemizing technique and
render the euphemism with more of a metonymic expression to retain the euphemistic function
of the ST expression.

Discussion

This study investigates 11 euphemistic expressions of hardship in the Qur’an and
conducts a comparative analysis of how five Qur’an translations render these expressions. The
objective is to identify the trandation strategies adopted according to Baker’s translation
strategy taxonomy. To answer the main question, we need to answer the following sub-
guestions based on the analysis above. The discussion reveals that the ST has employed
generaization, neutralization, and metonymy as euphemizing strategies. Generalization
sometimes entails using a hypernym instead of a hyponym word, whereas neutralization
addresses the negative connotations inherent in the euphemistic expression. Negative
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connotations are found variantly relative in their senses throughout the ST. In other words, one
word may be seen as non-euphemistic but when compared to other choices available, its
euphemistic load can be very apparent.

Translators employed different procedures to translate these euphemistic expressions
from Arabic into English. The most common procedures adopted are litera trandation (35
instances, followed by paraphrasing (11 instances), specification (7 instances), neutralization
(2 instances), and metonymy (2 instances). Pickthall employs literal tranglation in 8 instances,
while Ali, in 7. Explanation, as a complementary strategy where the translator adds more
explanatory words into the trandation, is used 14 times by the trandators. Explanatory
information is often found in parentheses, and is particularly used to overcome ambiguity in the
euphemistic expressions.

Paraphrasing is found both with related words (R) and with unrelated words (U) in 11
instances. This strategy has been used by Abdel Haleem four times and Rowwad three times.

Regarding the preservation of euphemismsinthe TT, it isevident that the translators have
strived to maintain the euphemistic nature of the expressions by faithfully adhering to the
structure of the origina text. It is evident in the sample above that the translators have been
both faithful to the original text by reformulating the meaning with literal trandations that
employ, in most instances, the same euphemizing technique used in the verse. In instances
where literal trandation is not used, translators paraphrase the meaning with a higher number
of words attempting to euphemize using neutralization and generalization. However, eleven
instances are found non-euphemistic; 9 instances by Al-Hilali and Khan, and 2 by Rowwad.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates the diverse approaches employed by the five trandators in
dealing with euphemistic expressions of hardship. By applying Baker’s (1992) translation
strategy taxonomy, the research identifies and categorizes the different strategies utilized by
these trandators. The predominant strategies observed are literal translation, paraphrasing,
specification, and neutralization. Metonymy and neutralization are the least employed
strategies. Notably, some transators employ explanatory information within parentheses to
address potential ambiguity in euphemistic expressions. Nonetheless, adding explanations are
found to flout the euphemistic functions of the trandations. The study recommends that
trandators should consider semantic change occurring in words over time in order to address
this stylistic feature so that the Qur’anic text is not deemed as blunt as some translations can
feature it. Due to time constraint, this research islimited to 11 euphemistic expressions related
to hardship in the Qur’an and how they are rendered in five English translations. Additional
research should be conducted to collect and analyze larger numbers of expressions and other
selections of Qur’an English translations.
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Abstract. Theaim of the present study isto explore cultural imperialism and itsruinousimpact on native African
culture. This is achieved through the analysis and interpretation of various manifestations of cultura
imperialism reflected in Ngugi wa Thiong'o short storiesin Secret lives (1975). Central to the treatment of this
topic is an examination of the African writer's role in protecting native culture from the evil infringement of
Western values. The various modes of cultural imperialism are exacerbated by the penetration of foreign values
into native culture, the introduction of a socio-economic system which is aien to Africa, and the rise of an
African elite-classwho replace the departing foreign exploiters. The paper arguesthat Ngugi'srelentless attitude
towards cultural imperialism is motivated by his sense of moral commitment to raise peopl€'s awareness about
the importance of protecting their culture from the disrupting influence of foreign power so as to create hope
for abetter future.

Keywords cultural imperialism, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Secret Lives, African culture.

I ntroduction

The question of cultural imperialismisatopical issuein the literature of many postcolonial and
African writers as it results in cultural displacement and identity crises among native people.
The aim of this study is to explore manifestations of cultural imperialism which Ngugi Wa
Thiong'o (1938) is keen to oppose and expose to his readers as reflected in some of his short
fiction for the purpose of raising their awareness of the ruinous impact of Western values on
native culture. Justifications for tackling Ngugi's short stories are related to the idea that despite
the proliferation of critical studies devoted to Ngugi's novels and plays, studies related to his
short stories are limited. There is a critical review examining Ngugi’s short stories and their
critique of colonialism in an article by Owens (2019), entitled "Stories That Explore Africa’s
Resilient Spirit". In this article, Owens explores the harsh and ugly atmosphere of postcolonial
Africaasreflected in Ngugi's stories. The article emphasizes the high sense of economic, social
and political alienation as reflected in these stories. It concludes by highlighting Ngugi’s
hopeful message of creating a better society in the future despite all the oppression and
corruption. Another study on Ngugi's short fiction is "The figure of the martyr in Ngligi wa
Thiong’o’s short fiction" (2021), by Klimkova, which revolves around the theme of martyrdom
and its different conations drawn from Christianity and Gikuyu religions. Klimkova highlights
the ambivalent worlds of two different cultures. In conclusion, Ngugi's short stories have
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attracted considerable attention regarding their critique of cultural imperialism. A number of
scholars, such as Owens and Klimkova, have examined Ngugi's short narrativesto elucidate his
message of resistance to Western hegemony and the reclamation of an African identity. Thus,
the current study is motivated by the need to fill a gap in the analysis and interpretation of
Ngugi's short stories with the aim of exploring the various modes of cultural imperialism
perpetrated by the West and their impact on African societies.

Theoretical Background

Cultural imperialism refers to the domination of one culture over another, where the
dominant culture imposesits values, beliefs and customs on the subjugated one (Kwame, 2007,
56). This concept has been discussed by various postcolonia theorists. For example, Fanon, in
The Wretched of the Earth, explains that culture, in the colonial context, becomes a battlefield.
According to Fanon, colonialism is not satisfied with colonizing the native's land with its
armies, but it seeks to extend its control over the minds of the colonized. Moreover,
"colonialism is not satisfied merely with holding a peoplein its grip and emptying the native's
brain of all form and content ... it turns to the past of the oppressed people, and distorts,
disfigures and destroys it” (Fanon, 1963, p.170). So, colonialism imposes the idea of the
inferiority of the native's culture and thus justifies its colonial project. The colonialists claim
that they came to the native's land to protect him from his evil culture and traditions. Edward
Said, in his semina work Orientalism (1994), argues that Western culture created a distorted
and patronizing image of the East, which was used to justify colonial domination. Said believes
that Western culture has atendency to perceive non-Western cultures asinferior and in need of
guidance, resulting in aform of cultural imperialism. These theorists have made a significant
contribution to the discussion of cultural imperialism, highlighting how the dominant culture
can impose its values and beliefs on the subjugated culture, which can lead to psychological
and social domination.

The British mode of administrative settlement in some African countries was reinforced
by the establishment of schools and churches by Christian missionaries. The aim of the
missionaries was to inculcate Western values and tenets of Christianity into African minds in
order to guarantee the colonized Africans utter submission to British rule (Standage, 2005,
p.34). Educated Africans were expected to be spokesmen for the new order among their own
peoples; and to play this role effectively, it became imperative that they abandon their own
customs and traditions. On acquiring this type of orientation, the recipient was uprooted from
his culture and consequently became alienated to the values of his people. Therefore, the
colonized, after being conquered by the armies of the colonizer, must be appropriated through
culture to accept the colonizer's hegemony. Consequently, everything concerning the native is
known by the colonizer, so that heisunder control. It isapparent, then, that cultural imperialism
can be described as "akind of cultural domination by powerful nations over weaker nations. It
is viewed as purposeful and intentional because it corresponds to the political interests of ...
powerful capitalist societies. The effects of this type of cultura domination reflecting the
attitudes and values of Western society... are viewed as extremely pervasive" (Jan, 2009, p.
71).

To confront cultural imperialism, African writers wage a very wild war to dismantle and
subvert the hegemony of colonial culture. To achieve this goal, African writers manipulate
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different strategies of resistance. One of them is the recovery of indigenous histories. Post-
colonial writersresist the distorted history written by the colonizer and subvert it. They re-write
this history and recall the glories of the past. For example, many writers, like Achebe and
Senghor, stressromantically cultural nationalism and nostalgic feelingsfor the past. They adopt
Negritude, a cultural movement that abdicates assimilation and insists on reclaiming an African
identity and the glories of the past (Galafa, 2018, p.290). Chinua Achebe claims:

| would be satisfied if my novels (especially the ones set in the past) did no more than
teach my readers that their past — with all its imperfections — was not one long night of
Savagery from which the first Europeans acting on God's behalf delivered them. (1988,
p.30)

On the other hand, some writers oppose this atavism of Negritude, such as Ngugi wa Thiong'o,
who is one of the foremost opponents of colonialism and stands at the forefront in the battle
against cultural imperialism. He stresses the need for the African artist to forget the past and
aim to reconstruct the disintegrating present. For him, the responsibility of the artist is not
limited to asingle point in time of human existence. In confronting cultural imperialism, Ngugi
uses culture dynamically and positively to foster revolution and resistance. In this respect,
Ngugi maintains that the responsibility of the artist is not to leave his people connected
passionately with their past. Rather, he must inspire them to confront the present and work for
aglorious future. The native's intellectual preoccupation with the past must be linked with the
intention of creating a better future.

Due to his ardent belief in the importance of language as the most potent instrument of
cultural control through which identity is reconstructed, Ngugi determined, in his later works,
to write in his native language instead of English. He confirmsthat "[his] writing in the Gikuyu
language, a Kenyan language, is part and parcel of the anti-imperialist struggles of Kenyan and
African peoples' (1986, p. 28). He thinks that writers writing in African languages should
reconnect themselves to revolutionary struggles to defeat all modes of cultural imperialism.

Ngugi is a writer with a sense of history behind his writing. He portrays the historical
background of the cultural penetration of Western colonization into Africain order to raise the
consciousness of his young readers to the dangers of the colonizer's culture. In his preface to
Secret Lives, Ngugi admits that his writing is an attempt to interpret Kenya's history through
the medium of his pen:

My writing isreally an attempt to understand myself and my situation in society
and in History. As| write | remember the beautiful courage of ordinary men and
women in Kenya who stood up to the might of British imperialisn and
indiscriminate terrorism. | remember too some relatives and fellow villagers
who carried the gun for the whiteman and often became his messengers of blood.
(1975, xii)

As ayoung intellectual, Ngugi noticed that the real danger of alienation lay in acquiring
an education that does not respect the customs and traditions of his people. It is this type of
education which the early Christian missionaries disseminated to his people (including
himself). He sees this type of orientation as evil and capable of destroying not only the unity
and moral cohesion of African societies, but aso making Africaavictim of the Western world:
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The colonial system produced the kind of education which nurtured
subservience, self-hatred, and mutual suspicion. It produced a people uprooted
from the masses. Often there was discrimination in the allocation of schools, of
teachers, of teaching facilities. In the whole of East, Central and South Africa,
for instance, there were schools for Europeans, for Asians, and for Africans ...
The educational system reflected thisinequality. It encouraged aslave mentality,
with a reverent awe for the achievements of Europe. Europe was the centre of
the universe, Africawas discovered by Europe: it was an extension of Europe.
Soin history peoplelearnt about the rise of the Anglo-Saxonsasif they werethe
true ancestors of the human race. Even in geography, the rocks of Europe had to
be studied first before coming to Africa. (Homecoming, 1972, p.14)

Discussion

Secret Lives, published in 1975 contains short stories, grouped into three parts. The
current study examines some of these stories that best illustrate the theme of cultural
imperialism, such as"Minutesof Glory", "Wedding at the Cross", "Mercedes Funeral” and " The
Mubenzi Tribesman".

"Minutes of Glory" is the story of Wanjiru, who was christened Beatrice. She does not
have a good education because her parents are poor. Since there are few employment
opportunities in society, she goesto the only place available to girlsin her class: the "beer halls
where sons of women came to drown their inner lives in beer cans and froth" (Secret Lives,
p.82) and hasto live on her meagre pay and the proceeds from occasional prostitution. But, she
feels humiliated because men ignore her and are attracted to the glamorous Nyaguthi. As a
result, Beatrice drifts from one bar to another and from town to town "like a wounded bird in
flight" (Secret Lives, p.82). Taking revenge on a society that has refused to recognize her
presence and make her feel wanted, she steals money from her weekend lover, the only man
who has so far shown any interest in her. She goes to Nairobi where she buys new clothes and
jewellery, after having a sumptuous meal. When she returns to the bar in Ilmorog, people’s
attitudes towards her change. No one is indifferent to her as other bar girls “stare at her” (Secret
Lives, p.95) in disbelief; men, too, ogle her, give her their seats and invite her to share drinks
with them. But her 'Minutes of Glory' end as the customer she has stolen from arrives with the
police and has her arrested.

"Wedding at the Cross" is the story of Wariuki: milk clerk, jolly fellow, bicycle stunt
man, soldier and businesstycoon. Hiswife, Mariamu, from a conservative church-going family,
isfirst attracted by his skill in handling his bicycle and dancing. When her parents refuse to let
her marry him because he is poor, "Mariamu [who] had an independent spirit" (Secret Lives,
p.98) elopes with him. Wariuki feels humiliated and his aim in life now is to make a fortune
and then to go back to take his revenge on his father-in-law. After trying his hand at several
jobs, his fortunes improve through his collaboration with the British during the Emergency.
When he becomes wealthy, he begins to copy those aspects of his father-in-law's life which he
had formerly loathed. At the sametime, all the natural qualities which originally endeared him
to Mariamu have been completely stifled by his quest for wealth. He relents on his ambition to
"confront' his father-in-law "and contemptuously flaunt success before his face" (Secret Lives,
p.103). He aso joins "the Church in gratitude” for his growing wealth and changes his name to
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Dodge W. Livingstone, Jr. To crown his success and announce it to the world, he arranges a
'Wedding at the Cross. "But Mariamu could not see any sense in the scheme. She was aging.
And the Lord had blessed her with two sons' (Secret Lives, p.109). She had to reject him before
the congregation at their wedding. Her reason: "I cannot marry Livingstone ... because I have
been married before. I am married to ... Wariuki ... and heisdead" (Secret Lives, p.112).

"Mercedes Funera” is the story of Wahinya, an impoverished worker whose death and
funeral arrangements become the subject of election manifestos. The contestantsin the election
include the incumbent« “the most Hon. John Joe James', alias J.J.J., who "used to be known as
John Karanja but dropped his African name on first being elected" (Secret Lives, p.114). There
isalso "a Government Chief, or rather ex-Chief”, next isauniversity student with a"Lumumba
goatee" and " foreign ideas’, as well as' an aspiring businessman”. None of them has any real
programme of action to present to their constituents so when Wahinya's death offers them an
opening, they try to outdo each other in arranging his funeral, hoping that in doing so they will
endear themselves to the electorate. Their funeral gifts do not impress the people and. in
particular, J.J.J.'s gift of a coffin built like "an immaculate model of a black Mercedes Benz
6605 complete with doors and glasses and maroon curtains and blinds" (Secret Lives, p.135)
receives a negative response from the people: "It was like an elaborate joke that had suddenly
misfired" (Secret Lives, p.136). Wahinya, when he was living: "had spoken of awish of dying
in aBenz" (Secret Lives, p.135). But J.J.J. beat the other candidates in the election and is still
in Parliament.

"The Mubenzi Tribesman" isthe story of Waruhiu, avillage-bred young man who leaves
home for college with grand plans for improving the lives of his people after graduation. While
there he meets Ruth, a sophisticated campus girl. He marries her and gradually turns his back
on his people. Ruth has very expensive tastes and in order to satisfy her needs and meet his
obligations to the "new tribe" of rich men he now belongs to the Wabenzi tribe — and now he
has to embezzle money belonging to his employers. He is discovered and jailed. On his
discharge from prison, he goes home only to be locked out by hiswife.

These storiesrevolve around the topical issue of cultural imperialism, which ismanifested
fictionally in variousways. Most of the charactersin these stories are people who havelost their
rootsin tradition. Thisis asaresult of Christian influence and education and the cultivation of
foreign values. There are characters such as Beatrice, Douglas Jones, Dodge W. Livingstone Jr,
and John Joe James who prefer foreign names to their original African ones. For the most Hon.
John Joe James, the justification is that "standard, efficiency and international dignity
demanded it of him" (Secret Lives, p.114).

Dodge W. Livingstone Jr wants to have a "Wedding at the Cross' in order to erase
unsettling memories of yesterday" (Secret Lives, p.109), even when hiswife has already borne
his two grown-up sons who are "struggling their way through Siriana Secondary School”
(Secret Lives, p.105). Waruhiu, in the Mubenzi Tribesman, embezzles company money in order
to buy hisway into and pay hisway in an ostentatious high society club and to buy hiswife "a
shopping basket" — a Morris Mini — even though he has to turn his back on his parents. These
ridiculous actions and attitudes towards life are inevitable in a society whose reference book on
ethics and social values is "Clive Schonberg's classic: British Manners for Africans" (Secret
Lives, p.98)
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There are other manifestations of cultural imperialism which are even more widespread
in society. One of theseis an addiction to alcohol. ‘Minutes of Glory' and'A Mercedes Funera'
paint a picture of a society where people spend all their time drinking and exchanging banter.
Even apoor man like Wahinya has to drink himself to death. In 'Minutes of Glory' the bar girls
try to" transform overnight from ugly sinsinto white stars by atouch of skin-lightening creams"
(Secret Lives, p.84), al in an attempt to create a "bar-kingdom for each of them where male
petitioners would bring their gifts of beer, frustrated smiles and often curses that hid more lust
and love than hate" (Secret Lives, p.82). A bar girl like Nyaguthii comes from a wealthy
Christian home but had to flee to a bar life because Christian rules which forbade traditional
practices like dances and circumcision rites were stifling her natural self. The proprietor of
IImorog Starlight Bar and Lodging "was a good Christian soul who went to church and paid all
his dues to Harambee projects” (Secret Lives, p.84). He is "a respectable family man” (Secret
Lives, p.85), yet he stays back at night to sleep with the bar girls.

The attitudes towards death and funerals shows a penchant for the bizarre. Unmarried
mothers throw their babies into latrines rather than lose their glamour, and when a glamour girl
gases herself to death, "her death became the subject of jokes. She had gone metric — without
pains' (Secret Lives, pp. 86-7). The eventsin "A Mercedes Funera" illustrate very well how
death is now regarded in the community. In the days when traditional values held sway, death
was regarded with cynicism. Funerals were simple affairs and were conducted in silence and
with genuine tears. People "were awed by death. But they confronted it because they loved life"
(Secret Lives, p.118). Mourners would come to show "genuine respect for death [and] to offer
sympathy and solidarity to the living and helped in the burial” (Secret Lives, p.118). But in the
present day when "money is more important than life" (Secret Lives, p.118), attitudes towards
death have changed. Funerals have become "showbiz", "a society affair, our version of cocktail
parties' (Secret Lives, p.118). The elaborate organization of funerals has become a status
symbol and verges on the grotesque:

Even poor people will run into debt to have the death of arelative announced on
the radio and funeral arrangements advertised in the newspapers. And gossip,
gentlemen, the gossip. How many attended the funeral? How much money was
collected? Plastic flowers:. plastic tears. And after ayear, every year thereisan
ad. Addressed to the dead. (Secret Lives, p.118)

This malaise in society is attributable to the capitalist ethics of a foreign culture adopted by
everyone. In llmorog where these stories are set, bar girls, bar proprietors, religious leaders,
politicians, academics, farmers and lorry drivers are al engaged in a mad quest for material
wealth. Most of them do not work for the money they want as most of the action is located in
beer halls, and characters like Warahiu the Mubenzi Tribesman get theirs through
embezzlement. It is implied that such weath is made by exploiting the labour of
underprivileged people like the bar girls and Wahinyas, whose backs are bent by "the weight
of sacks of sugar, sacks of maize flour, sacks of Magadi salt and soda’ (Secret Lives, p.121).
The craze for wealth is manifested in the mad racing of buses on the road to Nairobi (A
Mercedes Funeral, p.127). Ironically, money acquired in thisway is spent as fast as it arrives
in beer halls, on prostitutes, on posh cars and other symbols of ostentatious living, aswell ason
frivolous things like expensive funerals and political campaigns. The exploiters are in league
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with foreign interests as many of them are directors "on the boards of Shell, Caltex, Esso, and
other oil companies’ (Secret Lives, p. 126). They have as their status symbols. a "mahogany
furnished office "<"European and Asian secretaries, living in European mansions, [eating] in
European hotels, [holidaying] in European resorts at the coast and [playing] golf (Secret Lives,
pp.126-7).

Inequalities in opportunities are inherent in societies which condone such a capitalist
cultural system. Here, the rich exist side by side with the likes of Beatrice, Wahinya and the
bus conductorsin the matatus. The latter have little chance of improving their condition. When,
however, they makethe occasional but rare breakthrough, asin the case of Wariuki in "Wedding
at the Cross', it is through dirty means (in his case through collaboration with the enemies of
his people). Such success goes to his head and he begins to ape the same capitalist and foreign
values which he had originally set out to debunk. The injustices that poor people suffer are
revealed in the backgrounds of Wahinya and the narrator in "A Mercedes Funera”, who is one
of the nouveau riche:

We came from IImorog. We were both without fathers: mine had died of
Chang'aa poisoning [alcoholism]: his had died whilst fighting in the forest. So
we were brought up by our mothers who had to scratch the dry earth for adaily
can of unga and for fees. We attended similar typos of Primary Schools ... But
while mine came under the Colonial District Education Board, his was closed
and the building burnt down by the British. All African-run schools were
suspected of aiding in the freedom struggle. (Secret Lives, p.122)

People who fought and suffered to achieve independence for Kenya are a disadvantaged group
in society.

Ngugi also examines the malaise in the political system in "A Mercedes Funera".
Members of Parliament are alienated Africans like John Joe James. In elections they wish "to
be returned with increased majorities, unopposed” (Secret Lives, p.114), even when they have
not achieved anything for their people. Those who challenge them are seen as upstarts, and
theseinclude such diverseinterests as a university student with "a Lumumba goatee ... weather-
beaten American shirts and jeans ... [and] foreign ideas’ who "claimed to be an intellectual
worker", "a Government Chief, or rather ex-Chief, who had resigned his job to enter the race"
and who claims"he would make avery good chief in parliament”, and "an aspiring businessman
who invests a loan he has raised to finance a new supermarket in his election Campaign. His
motto is that "man was born to make money" and his promise to the peopleis that should they
elect him, he would ensure that everybody had a democratic chance to make a little pile [of
money]" (Secret Lives, p.115). When one of themwinsin theend, "there were the usual rumours
of rigging, etc., etc." (Secret Lives, p.136). In parliament the privileged class try to protect
themselves from the wrath of the exploited people by making "good laws that hanged thieves,
repatriated vagabonds and prostitutes back to the rural areas" (Secret Lives, p.117).

The religious establishment is criticized for its hypocrisy, materialism and links to the
capitalist system, and especially for itsinfluence on the alienation of the African. The education
system is no better. Rather than learn African history and about African heroes like Chaka,
Moshoeshoe and Waiyaki, students are taught about the Celts, the Anglo-Saxons, Drake,
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Hawkins and Napoleon. They end up being like "the Mubenzi Tribesman". Some of the loafers
in society and agents for foreign interests are graduates of Makerere.

In these stories Ngugi is concerned with the same themes that he treatsin his novels. But
his purpose differsin the two forms of writing. Where he is concerned in his novels, essays and
plays with championing the cause of the oppressed and exploited people, he does no such thing
in these four short stories. He creates no heroes in these stories and is cynical about everybody
in society. He expresses this through satire in the characters, many of whom have no names and
al of whom are supposed to represent certain character types in society. Although they are
exploited, the barmaids are not ideal characters because they have chosen to join the system
rather than opposeit. Their attitudeto lifeis escapist in nature and self-defeating. Wahinyafalls
short of the demands for heroism when he abandons his early life of showing kindness to poor
boys (like the narrator in "A Mercedes Funera") and love for education and goes on to drink
himself to death. Even Mariamu, in "Wedding at the Cross', is satirized: "She had ... been
schooled into inactivity by Sunday sermons’ (Secret Lives, p.98) and what she likes about
Wariuki — "his Raleigh bicycle, his milkman's tunes, his baggy trousers and dance which gave
freedom to the body" (Secret Lives, p.98 ) and "his womboko steps, with the left trouser leg
deliberately split along the seam to an inch above the knee" (Secret Lives, p.98) — emphasize
her essentially sentimental nature which diminishes her character.

Ngugi does not condemn the bad characters in these stories in the way he would have
done in his other writings. Rather, he chooses to expose them to ridicule. But that is not to say
that the situations he writes about here are not serious. They are as murky as ever and is
portrayed in such scenes as the brief but very symbolic onein "The Mubenzi Tribesman" which
depicts:

The crowd hurrying to the tin shacks, to the soiled fading white-chalked walls
with 'Fuck you' and other slogans smeared all over ... Warthiu could never bear
the stench of sizzling meat roasted next to overflowing bucket lavatories. (Secret
Lives, p. 138)

Ngugi's mood in these stories is pessimistic and this marks a kind of watershed in his literary
career. Though he does not state it, one realizes that a society which manifests such vices and
decadences is in dire need of a change for the better. In his subsequent writings and actions,
Ngugi goes on to suggest this change and the form it should take, aswell asto expresshisvision
of the type of universe which this change would produce.

Conclusion

Ngugi's literary and critical ceuvre exhibit a relentless attitude towards cultural imperialism
as a reaction to the forces of Western hegemonic power. The short stories analyzed above
highlight various manifestations of cultural imperialism which have negatively contributed to the
growing malaisein African society. The writer's presentation of the penetration of foreign values,
the introduction of a socio-economic system which is alien to Africa, and the rise of an African
elite class who replace the departing foreign exploiters is motivated by his aim to raise people's
awareness of the importance of solidarity and unity in order to confront the disrupting influence
of foreign power and raise their hopes of creating a better future.
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