





(pY+ YY) dnia €1V 0p Yo cdulud¥) aslally V) 2 jellie cllaff deals dlas
VYA — A9 ey

VE [ YAt gyl 8,

ol s o)l dalh

ASludy) a glad) g oY)

o sl ¥ alaall
?Y'”‘

el 2055
Sl o e S AN A S
$Y0AY 1 30 — ASe e
BN ZEAN A

http://spe.kau.edu.sa



mrailldaw \
y}éuw&mi a0

aazab@kau.edu.sa

bl alll sy (0 asllage Lo g
aralsulami@kau.edu.sa

Sradl Genjflae Lo
aaalaimri 1@kau.edu.sa
aijy caly .o
ralwazna@kau.edu.sa

> LT FOARY | EREYVA (I
Ekibrahim@kau.edu.sa
A Cpall e L
anarr;i.333@yahoo.com
39y o olia 2]
habudaoud@kau.edu.sa
el g
zzainy@gmail.com
Cupall Cabalge .3

aalherth @ kau.edu.sa/

Jeadiae dlal) daaly aidae



(pY+ YY) dnia €1V 0p Yo cdulud¥) aslally V) 2 jellie cllaff deals dlas

VYA — A9 ey

Gl giaall

-

) andl

aally callall agiall b dusalll delially Léin) salaiy) Ggpe (b Al i Las @
SRS aldl) plla (s alaa
(MG = VG2 5= 3) DY) sl Pla il A b Al el e

NP e AR AR AR AR ARk aall sl (e Culy alag
Ay A8 Callag 3ylaally ABlgall Slire G @il ped) elill @
T @ ldde Jale
L2 Libay Ay tladsad ls allae (3snad) alisyl) Jlaed —Llad diagy Hal<yl<l) @
QL ) e O daaf
lgaalies Ll lal :Ladl) daalad) Dl b () Sl cilu)yn @

P hall 4) Jada G Gesllas
£lly Alall oy elicall s e
N Gaidl) Guaall 2e daaa 35
Wl Lol dalas 23 4)lie il zlaall @

S S SRS géyi\w.baw\deiaol}ah

IKEAPLACE (gl e dadakai du)ysy tlaglaall Gagudt (& ) jaall 28ll) 4055 @
N S gw\u\muuwg\ e Ad

Lbyall & Sl s 8yslacd Calagsio
f Graddl A G Jaiadl we Culy o
Lk Al gual dualps tde ) ) Al @A S dpuill A3 mgie @

ST Sradl wle o Jala b



Yy

Yéo

A )

£y

£y

.......... Obagd) daal o olala

Aadyyg dalat talis (Y Cladiagll QS G Sl el o

Caala¥) G A5 Ay sl 8 (agll)

Bas 53))gl) CualaY) A2l e

£ (LRSS O 2aaa

doasSall LAY Golaall 8 ALY) Al (ol alaill djat et B Anyalls duylaY) Aisgl) sliach ciie
...................................................................... g.'abg.«i.\\ e je dllae 5 ¢ ealad) Glia dala Gaallae

Sulaiy) anidl

(ol paliiuall) L85 duly 1O O e (Cuaall 4yl 3 4,k) o)

Sl () allu G daaa



(P\“\‘V) YY =) e o ¢ " 8 “;:"?L“d;y/fjwb c,:/.)S// J::Jx_f/.l.:.c SloJ) deals dao

DOI:10.4197/Art.31-5.1

aally )
Al lla ¢ alda
il cgeu Sllal) deals ¢lgagley Colilll LS ol Liall Lsgnlail] aligilll Sl

halgadi@ksu.edu.sa

Gaseadl Jadl Boudl g Lasas allall 3 (goalll JLena) adly dadpall oda albiinsd . alitiel
Gl alaladg oxilse s 4lgagis Goal) A5a Luallad) lilly cebias) o ol 2afig Lagead
Bl L) dpsaly (soba@l) (ulall dae gl L o) Caags L) Jog 8 ) culadsly
Al Cuaty g gyt Al dugalll leadlly Lgalaty loadletins s Wlgn Lelaial sgi 1 dayal
O Taae sans clalle Lsalll Gaud) g Ls) (s ¢ aall Goud) 3 (goall) L) dalag 3 o0
DL Gk dulae Lsal Gom 5m9 Lneal ) oLi¥) il LS callall b goalll Slénn) cilgass

sy Lo
Lapall Zall) aded Al 23] Lupall aled cdangill c(gall) HLéna) cogalll Goudl sdn lidall CulalS)

Ja e ekl

slaiiy)y dall) —

oty pinall o Al ¢ el diiey WS Cawnd Jualgilly ¥ Ll slall algsy dall) lasi

s eaials Alifine auysg g yse g cdialy olang Jling camaly Sy Ring V) aialy jims
G UL Aaly apuels aaiaal Ll disgll edle 3 JKE ) layUaie slally (psSH aled
palai] L@ (soaall o)) Iy - lgad ALaBY) figeg SLa®V) 8 S5 c@lend) Ll Jax o o3

)



=l lla o alia Y

L paall aleaiil (g Baty ¥ 25a i€y cculadigill US jslat — (5pine WS — o) Aalll g Loy clall
Al b

De Swan, ) Olse 50 lgsacs WS "85Sl ADlee" aaly daly allall §pmil dalgall il 23
LN Ui L alladl 3 1538 Laid (el gy Jealgiy ) 5umsl) Aol Lgi oS Asulaiy) 85 (2001
Aileslaall B5illy 39 STV Joad) Ao aaind cdgaliie A8lE 8 Cjgeaily dalsall dage asn Lpallal)
cdealy (SS0) allall 8 AR Apabaudly Adlhral) 39nllg ¢ adlly a5 clslianlly Aadaidl 5ylal
Al o e Lalld Ll (6 alSs alle G5 Aandaly 2wy dngidall Glsu) e (Y00
ol Wlily ddaal) Ll Jpa¥) ) Unsale laals dagidall (gully dalgall dnga (a d5ie 23 ¢
2s0sd) 2] U dals — Joal) et oY1 lalll Llaat ) Aobai@¥ )y G peal) o3l
Claped) Al apaaty Lghoans 5f gal) Ll oy M i1y (gl ly (nl) allall Jgo (amss
LY 13s ae (355 L

dnelaaly 4 slall alie ) laydl (aing digell 8 Jualis 3l o x5 4lC 1
Gl 8 AalSY () 1 gsalll SLa®Y) 8 Graadiall 5yl aal Galads€ lysl JB s slaY
L8 agiy Jalell 8 Sl il gl 3 ¢(Tgm Y ov e culalsS) slaidy) b dlaallS o
st La ey cehydlly pall b agDlalen b cBlaad) Oglsliny LSl Loliaitly e Laial
Ay e lug deeli a8 (Kiny AEN J3ia oY ladgas s n Lgadady gl L e Jal)
6 A dng 1oy 3 Ales Aall) Comaal 3 Ll of Algall o3a sl alally Hlall gl B 5
Lgr Oslalilly g (s piond) (A 8 Caay sole JA 35ny Mandy (solail dngy cdpagas Ao

e g il 138 sai & igall aal and (gealll slai®¥) dnaals dalicd) clabidl) e g oIS il
Ll g5 Baniall aa¥) Jie Adgall cladaiall o 1S Lelia) aas ) callall (s5icee e A jadl) sloa]
ol (sl yuslity Aanall Joall e 2ae g Ly Lansg g ppeally Ltbans) i Ailise a9 ol
palally alall e Uadl) Jads 38 13y . daans )l o) dsagil) Al Cagially (goal) slai®) pe g adll
2513 A sqlly A8 Bledya s Aoy (S Al Listl (3o delimy e Luys¥) lasdll (3ous 8
ol & Ul 80l daaliaal) 3y sasiall ASkaal) o b (Slanll Galadll o el Ll @lld
asiall dSleal) 2 (5 ¢LgBloud oskig Wge aeal aiall Jai oy Jlae) 52l b djulaiy) sl
L) Jaa) Joadl Jaall dlasigiag AL Joall (S0 & chloally maliadl jiehi 3 L8 (e



Y lally allall sgall b dusalll delially Léna¥) 1alaB) Gope b Al St L

alaa¥) 13 e Lsead) dujel) ALl a3 o1y . (British Council, 2013a) dsesbedl) Lgiak] &
LS Yo ¥ dllaall gy Cile g piia (1a 230 (arda dsd 530 Auasand] Lgall) dubaadl Cinvald el
el 38 DI (5

ai8Y) adly 2em ) Lnalladl o lily lelianyl Lo e oDl g3 e L)l 220 o5
Cleasis e gl ) Cangiy clasas allal) 3 (goalll Bgad) g liagl Jilas ) lld e llatip o goal
Sleagis Lageadl Lgalll Goull Laliy el Lgalll Goull delia 3lily Laallall Lisalll Gsud
o2 laiial b palally alad) eelldl e AS (Ko A Slaagill ) Yoens clgd lenay)
csabai®¥ly AN ala) e gt 5oy Las sy Cilgasil

lgilgasiy Apallal) dygalll (8 gual) —¥

dadla Qliel B ¢(ELIS, 2022) dugys¥) Lgalll deliall yuji lgheas Al cbanill a2
b gy Al daasl Glerd daliy g Uadll aie Jley @Y (gead) Jaraally Ug)eS
e Ll 3 ale dag apll O V= ol Caesn — Glagal) e 5asll Jaall aasg ol o))
(oSl J¥ea Jlla Y¥,0 5 ¥4 ale b (galll Boaddl A 8 il elianl ) ) Bl 128 b
Ol L (N YN aledl G dead Cilgin jde PIA died Gie L s b Gead) 12 by
Gl A gall Aadll of 113 Clebian ) g ¢ V) JSAU 8 (6 WS JVgo slke (£9,1) Gaesad
AT aladl 13a Jglas ¥ Sble cpiiadl oyl s

2ol legSally ClSyally AV dibide Clgine o Cahhl o) 13 b ailiall Joliy
3L3Y) ) damilly (258 cdaydally Adlal) 3)lsall Fua 230008 Al Glesdll 038 (e (slieny (sedk:
Aosalll lendl) pe adaliiy Lo JS (Bgadl 238 (8 Jadg - Clelianl) Cuen 4xdsiig olil) (g3 aicaal)
A s dall o sadieall daaplly clgelyl danilly caclsily aligine JG bl adat @lld (yag
(o gleall Aty N Lai¥) g Uay 35ilally alal) o UagllS 3,58 e Ud ae oo ) cleadl) g
(b Lt ST 55 equnl) ade Jalis Las



ealil) il (s oLt ¢

577
e 545 m
51.6 ° 2.9
i 48.4 . |
wi |
3 40 b : !
g L - =
- i | !
1H4] 1 _ |
1] | !
S R N L Q2 8 &N Ty 3
oy Al ) L O %) ) ) 47 o iR -~ : g
R S, N I T, - A &P S & &

(Statista, 2022) Y+ ¥¥ alo da algiaa Y414 L3 Yoo d (e duallel) Lighlll Cilesdl) delia (Ggu paa (V) JS&

s el Ak IS il ed (Gl 138 A5 2y b laal] e B oS U
Gaspall (sag AL g & Caeliaig ¢ lainls i 4 Lagaily i adia Goudl aas of Lagls]
Al 0z o ueas Lays b A0l Slgagill Copail pdall Goudl 138 dals ) Gl o o3
Cuny (dygalll Claodl) Bguy ¢sadilly g ASTY) Clalll anlas Bous tlad (S (aacd ) Cilga gl
o el yna lia oS Loy . cptiall (pia aal Jals g Uadll 138 8 Qe Lo pes i LiSay
lebualany ilgagll US dudass aliall e 8 LiSey Yy cdusall) Goudl & Dby dallal) cilgasill
) e S Ay S5 e L WS capad) uilly paianall bl ant gl 038 ) 3
Lalg e e Ji DA Cae L)
Goadl) anlaill (@ g VY

aaa (Y4 YY) Facts and Factors dul <uyd 3 clalll anled G s lgagil) @lls 550 Jal
I By Algmy g Ves JLla 1€ e ik Le Yo ple B 5K (goall) adetl) (35
saill Jane b — () JSa 8 gp WS — Yslo JiF ()il celian) cupiiy « Moo e YA0
Lojin W90 Slle VY e Jiiy Cige — Geled) 138 e oliy — 4y %) v disess Le glats (spind
aieid o @ «(Verified Market Research, 2021) ¥« YV < Y DLl YT yla e A Y4V4 ale



° laally allall gl 8 dusalll de Luaally i) als@Y) (gje b el S a Lot

e e dabially siall delia o ) bl sda g sy die e 8 8 Che L
dlai Bou S Jalge ClSs (A0 dgn (o iyl e Lyl chgall saliiall Gllhal) cils
ey SRl saeieg Axl) S aulenll Jon S aiatll Y dSLYL 13 L Ldle 3s SIY) A5

coplalall o DU

Gl aue sy SRl el ddgull el o (Y) JSA 8 LS @il Slelas) ang

Jolas ¥ Slla VY0 1) Jgemsll daiipe Lils Y014 ple (8 ¥en jlle 1Y caly g 5SIYg

YoYo ale Jsbay G Goudl ana Cielimive 3 % 0),) (Gleo Gy 25 Jaear Yo YO e
.(HolonlQ, 2021) 3%y (e addeil) gy Lnal iy Al g )58 daila Lgie land

VERIFIED
MARKET $25.73
RESEARCH BILLION

Global

Online Language
Learning Market

2020-2027

D2C Language Learning Market USD

Digital

Offline

Holon IO
2019 2020 2025

.(HolonIQ, 2021) Y:Ye  ja (D2C) dlgieall jdliall lall) asle’ (3 g ana CilaBys (V) JS&



=l lla o alia 1

s A aalail) ) St (galiil) aalail) of dibida jolias 857 aulail £ 53 8 V3 Lol
Cagus (U iy USG5 ageall 138 320 ¢ €0 J<a (blended learning) du&ills zg el sl
Pl e SO dans el Gsadl 138 oy Vgl Jlgally i) e alail) )85 ¢ o
£V diad Lo g 5KV alailly ¢ Y50 5lle TA diad Lo (gaulinl) abeill J<0 (Alall Guedl) clgial
¥ bl

oy G sl g jllly Adlall Bsud) Aaliin (30 N moungy judi ol patilly il elan) o2a
b lelualy il Dbl S pall e (gsing L Tagana (goalll aulal) (3gus 8 Sifisn 4nd sl
ol sy g AU o Apalis cilasall el S elgus catlanig 4 Clgliall plily dGlatiag ojilga
el ) agaday allall Jon Ll aleia o Jhle VA (e i Lo llin of Lead iyl 3
Cra Lstlaall el lls s gy (Audlia) Al 8 CLUSH gaiatl datally Jaall co sl al ]
Aslllly Adlanyally g ylly danyally cdansiyilly Aslal¥ly dubaly cuala) G Gualbeiall J8
.(HolonIQ, 2021) & & dujlaiy) aleil (ygmun A2l aleia (o salaal) dudlal) o1

DUBYI 138 g . g Sy (sl e s () o] I8 allall il alas (35 pansiti (S
Dlae g2l aeill Galts g 5ady Aaie — Clelian) 8 lne o L — Goudl of zualsll (1
A5 Jaeas (Y+YY) Facts and Factors o) 3 il zgjaal) sl ol g 5V aleil)
%A Jares (Y+YY) Technavio s ¢lld e s Loy Y2 YA i %IVAA ) e (55
29 «PYO e nh gy AH Jaa ) (Y+Y)) HolonlQ lebas] juds Lay oY+ Y1 Ja
¢ DA Caeliay Cages g 3V aleil) Bgas of i 138 1 (8) S 3 (55 WS Tan dadfiya A
Al g Saally (5 (Boudl T cps B Y0 YO 3 Ve Hhle £V 4iad Lo ) Yseas Slsias
cleledl o L (Y0 VA) (Sl Galadll miiysg +(0) JSal) dniagy WS %01 ) e Gy
Lty ¢cigll Cam e ey sl Snag oeadidy (g bt ) e JS8 Opabinan sl
Baad fale jaied Al Aadiiall g gua) Bl s o) Ll Adlaall sl e bl it

s

el



Y laally allall gl 8 dusalll de Luaally i) als@Y) (gje b el S a Lot

E ‘Digital’ Language Learning (USD)

$478

Non English
English

(HolonIQ, 2021) (§AY) Clilll Jalka (g i<y dujulaiyy) Aall) aula’ (3 g pas culalgs .(£) J<&

D2C 'Offline and Blended' Language
3688
Learning ‘"SD’/./ T

Non English

English

2019 2020 2025

.(HolonlQ, 2021 ) SAY! clalll Julda A48 g 3aally Sl Agjulaiy) dall) asel (G g paa cilaBl L (0) JS&

b 8 alail) cldliieg clalll palat lidaiy ciliaie (A Sl & 208l (e JS 280 S

Facts and Jie Lbidieal) ciluhyall alaas alging codlaialy auldll @) 120 (3% ) bg < daila
alaill dilae Garadts L yall Lganl 38 Gl AT o (S8 sail) 138 )il (Y YY) Factors
DAY clals oo dibad) Llals W Cpaleial) (e degana sl o) Chaas LLa T (g0 4labiag
aeill B3 iyt DA (o DS Lalill 030 8 (g IV bl i) S . agie IS plas Ak
Glaidl @b 28l Gay calaidl o duSaid 3l e WA e oadiall gl d3)ga
< ¢'Rosetta stone' s 'Duolingo’s 'Busuu’ allal) (ssives o lage B8 cl€a ll bl
Apallall il (e BS Ao gane cils ) eclalll e legiia lase paiiy € alle plaaly Jlaas
Sanako Corporation s Speexx s Babbel  Education First Jie allall Jga 8¢l S g il



2l mlla o alia A

daging GA:. ol (e (Ll Lgalanay <RoSetta Stones Pearson ELT s Berlitzs Culture Alley s
linlsiy Slaie lgiaia (ag lagas allall Glsud My Lagad (Sua¥) ol a9)sY) Goudl Y
Al ls e illy Abauly aabally duplatyl gt Al Lulle la laf Liay Dl (355
Yo10 die claidl oda alaial 5500 Gan 5K dupall dalll aas Tay 3y L laye g Loviglly Auually
lgile 2255 il Cigl) (o dje ) lins — lilail] @l 8 Ay pel) Aall) (g — LS V)
el

Aaxdll adke 436 Cuany allally ol Caubagil) (8808 ASa bl et Gow A dag
Ay & Jay WS clehalis sabl adily dlgs IS 3 ddbiaal) Jlaiy) Lalaly AU ¢ il (e waiiodig
lans Cpmaleall dloly Ay o ling Laaled Judlas (e dbanay Loy lalll ales <ysag el aacc
Hpalaill ahll Laatia joag Wliay sl aleill dacadic GlHE gaih dadia Luades
iy clgy dald Daadat dldes 80 G 99 S Lgall) dalaally Claalall (e S axe @lliag
el calan 3590 Laales 5f L3 alal) IS elgun cllgag Llae dosyully Goaledl lalala il Lagia
ading 3 callal) Joa Gpaalaall s Gl ad Jang . cuegill G lagiae ol Lol of Lig <l ol
G5y agl Ll (goaniag U e DS adins Gl Calide 8 dlle 58 e daadl) adke
GBgaal) il lasll cupsill (e HES ol JulE aa Sals dyma By

i) auleilly (o el gU o gSall aubal) (1D Cilisicnn b el aleld (Bous Jans Ylealy
LU Y alatg (7 cdialally daasSall ciladaiall asgall Copail) o caldU dgalll saledll e
Afle A o gy Jlall el LjadY) L) lads Slelianl ode Ladea 8 Jaadls
128 . i 5y (sl ane sy Lalle (goall) aleill Maa] (e %V0 Clelianl) Gans & jolas
pan oS0 Ll Bpdaty) AR e bl i e ST Ay i AY) el of V) e Y
ol o)l IS e Tanly o (il ) Gudaall o 3] as pdia JeaY) (8 5 Aulas) 25l (350
A8y e Gl lama @l saus .(British Council, 2013a) Lo <& djlady) Gaaty Hllal b
Alaty) ARl Glas Qg0 VEY iy G el Adeilly cdaladly Aabally dasdl alel Loyl
University ) leadlio caca hla dujlaiy) ales puai dlgs £) i s 8 cAibagl) auletll zalia b
-(of Winnipeg, 2022



4 aally allall agiall & dsalll delially Sleiul) salaiBy) (3950 A Lall) @aw Las
dagll) claddl) g Y-

Cilardy e acaing adetl) (g lesi AT geb Lsalll Goud) eags (e (S puidl) L
U< egall (LIND) (s25)s¥) 2laV) (b lalll deliva duaie Canyed 3 of (Sasg -85S Jraaliiy
A5l dansilly Anigeall e il A Cplelall Graadial Jeds 3) Lgalll clesdd) Bou o 3
¢l alaiy (Al gall il paifall aadanig lalll s yishaig (goalll Gadagilly daially dasdl) A il
e Ly ) lael cileadd) o3a (e addarl] L 1305 - (LIND, 2022) "dugalll i)y
alall die Laallal) Lsalll Cladil) (g pma e liad 3) LIS i (Gsu ilarill o3gla ¢ oY) pstl
((VISA) ¥es Jlhle OA (e ans N (Y4 YY) Statista s caen YT aladl b Juad Youd
A5ty ¢« Spal J¥sa Shle (TY,7) Cfis Bl e AL (Y4 YY) IMARC desane o) Laiy
e (g5 sad Janar Y0 TV ple Jolas (Sl Voo 5Lke 47,0 ) Goudl 138 ey (f A sanall
Ay clogleall B0 8 Al (goalll alell mils) Jia Ln 5nhe Leld Jalsell Jlg L/Y,0
Ug e daila DA hlacal) dllag L8N bl delia i 5asall ) Al Lalle VL)
Lol o) 038 iy
Lsalll Chloa¥) Jie daisad) dgalll Jolally Cleaddl (e gotie s o Goudl daidng
chlnaly edosalll Gl o llaal) oIS iy Aall il dalleally cdan jilly ¢ ylandl
A 5Sally de sansall Agall (o aubie Sy & Jang o) (gorlll Capnill ileasy gealll ey
leisSs Lgalll lanall oda Guaiy el j2g (Sgaall Galailly 3yally dadially feldlly sasaiall Lailaslls
G A 9 Lafiag . usalll Guaadndl Cadagig aulll dealgilly S0dll JuaiY) Jeds cl)lall 0le
Sl V) D) dBLaY U djlats AwegSa cilelad Lo diiads dusalll claddll sda a8 ¢ el
OludlS dilide (pabe 8 Gleadd) o3 Jadig (Alfiee dbeay iladdll 238 o Ogdin 5l (5e3k
dabidly a¥) ¥ laay YV LaiVly Slagledl) &8 Glasey olaBVly casbandly ally (3l
Hadle Gl Glartll Boe sai ped B Hdbie I8 aales dlld ISy g il deliay siudl
s clas Aea Tse i (1 leadll ol (e Banly ol SHLEAYE JBd) s Loy
duadyall LTI 45585 ¢(TOEFL) (oalledl Jigill jlad) le d8)dall ETS ansy dDlee S5 Load
il Jlad) e ddysal IELTS 455 ACTFL duin¥) il adedl Spa¥) Guladl) (e
Ll Ly Joall G b Aol cihlad¥) o ¢ Al Gadaall Wsa dlgleally gl Sl



il s o oLt Ve

ASleall g e 2)50Ssly 7y HLas) Lillayy i sy e ol Aals S daasSs cilS)s
Laalle Az J<ly . ASlaally capally adatl) gl A 0pi (Al) (STEP) e JLid) Lpagaaal) 4yl
pas e Wl dupad) ARl dlad) plabes cllall pene doss ) clgs g S WS, @hlad)
Cargiens' LAY e Augmad) dupal) ASladd) b Tadine S Ayl B3l iy alle Lasl
Cany iy bl Lgsabeial Lupel) A2l LS Gl (ke HLES) oliy gy yisall 138 8 panal
Lasg cdallal) cilaoylaall (385 o(Caaailly (AUlly cp Ly eselll) oY) ciblgall HLEsY) iy
QLR ) penal) Carging WS (CEFR) sl dlisa) gye¥) HUaY) ulee e Gilsy
Visal ol 2lanadl L) odn IS (1Y 2 VY cdupall all adlall lalee Sl ama) "disgusiy
Jan Sy dadiiy o8 o LIy b IS ST Vlgal QIS 5 gl AL

sa] Liaf 138 Ly purla Famadal) Zall) dallae (o) gy (st 3 Dgall) cilardll lls (pa
e Wyt s Apples Googles IBMs Amazon Jdie cdeduia CilSyd Lgad caliag Taa 5Kl Cilgasill
anlaally Braled) aaleally ALYl Lgalll clhaadl SR moaail) Q3 a5 . (5N S,
Yoo die allail o jugdd) Lgaaliy A (YY)) Grammarly AS)d 4038 e i dasgaall 4505
" Lganaling (T2 1Y) Gaulall ol i A58 43t Loy eAualas ) A2l S0 omal
sty lgeal ) Gageal) digat Lo st dlls Gag upal) 22l 8 laje, " ASH
Sy caalall 40k Agaal) el dlaia¥ly cdalll e Sgaall Copilly (pagaai ) Clgual)
Versant lidlg Surpass.com Jia gcmuw £\SAll (8 dadiia il aladicaly 4513 Ao gall) LUK
Lanbll chlsall e it (RoboChat) 4l cligag Ml e Jlss ehalg ¢(Y+ Y'Y cpearson.com)
Blow cJass aoliay Ll (e dpaddl) cilacbuall galy 8 o lilaal) oS3 aladiuly Hid) s
DLSU Ggalll Gl il Liad Lgiay Al il of dpdaiy) Blll f dujel) &alll ol
Ty Camy (JUala Lald Ldla cnal a5 L alll lassll N e (e Jlae Ll g Slaally
O e i ST 13a 8 A8y g all Gsann ol il jsaally Clall g M JlaY)
. SE gl yeans

ot Bow b g Lua¥ly sl jshaill Ylia lgelsil IS dam il cilend S o oKy sl
) @dlsally landaill (e 808 Ao ganas Reversos «Google dea st Jie 4N daa il Lgiad Assall)
)il 5ia lgalanay il i) pen (e e LSE dilie O o) Jilies AY) dea il Lok o



AR aally allall agiall 8 dugalll delially HLeial) talai@yl (g e (& alll Dhah ais

saaial) sl g culeshal) clll) b dals Lysdll dgeal) danil Lgies <Alganall Wijgal
5% s 3 A Al Lgtag lgadks (e B33 b 3 Ll Aalall i dege Lend oy Slia
A Lgiag - Lisien Laying Lgian i1 g yllg i€l g sl madiiy sole daallad) lalll IS 6yl
Ol I lias Al densi oed ekl deasilly Analell densilly Lugilall daa S daradial
19a3 e 1Sl el sl (& daafill (8 agranads ) ALLYL bl 23 (B raadie
G Axd e Ll Lguilee 8800 Lialal) clallaiadlly Gl 2aa o (90 bl (ageall
5);\

Bloud i i Jualsilly Jaill Jilas sk aa ey st s deasill cless )
dghpadlly Adlall cleladlly o S Ganadtl) ) e @ Boadl Slad e dabide cile Ul
EDlabaally gz 3lailly (33650 AR daa il DA (e eDleall e Ay D) g ) aed S
Cilasla Allall (ggine o latiall ay A ey @ B5al) ¢ Uy eliall g Uadlly cAdlall
Glb fiay cddagiod) 3l dalae a1 DA e Aldly daally Canliilly Ll Joa daal
Moyt s Glbaaslly Cliadall jigkiiy 3aguilly dalually 4085l e Ua

Bsial) dan sl OIS (e ol callall elasl aian 8 IS e danil) @ilerd oy
aids (Y2 YY) Slator e (555 Lild Gsadl (g iall 138 ) Ldas 135 L A8DLanl) duallall iS58l i
VIS bl el Jold Yo7 Gl (DA Jaall e el @l o)l ) des i) ciledd etk
& elelh oy gle Yo Jan Lokl lSHal & Lgin s Osale Yoo sl Jay d8esl)
o = Sa3y . el ¥ ggle i el CalSe 5 ¢ dell cpdle A Jay daugial) IS
Jila ey A uaY) TransPerfect 4Syd 4d) Hliall ol e il el 8 — Jaad JEall Jasus
Sla) A58 cif b aad WS (($),) ) e pen ) ¥ e Bdics ey Jlbe ) Jeas
N bkl e i Jaay dadll e dulayydl RWS Holdings 4$yé YY) alell Wy, CSA
.(CSA Research, 2021) alla)l Jsa 1a€e 99 5 cdanjill 3 dole Voos aa Yo Vo Llall

alll g L) 8 B3AT Ly g ¢dusalll ilarall (Bgus (i dygall) L) palally - a5
dS (8 23 3) cdagalll dulully Japadnlly alaia¥) ) dualadly daesSall cilabiially cilesSall die s
dpaletl) malially yaludl) i 5e¥) by (e elil Lehdas Al dualad) A salll Lgindons Lujas dlg
Al 9y cclalaiall & caalanll 43y Lalal) agial) By o lsdll ilagl e Wiliea s



il s o oLt A

LS gl auan e lgae s Epnpell L2l alaial) daaly HUY) 138 (8 Liagecd) A yed) dSLadl)
Lok L Gy
) oY) Ggu -1

Al gy opuls allad) B € U8 WY B aiee Ladly dupal) Bl e bl )
L B Aing daes (e Ll DI b ol LS cibine il &Y g sl Basiall LYl
sgalladl allall 8 s liail) e ) Zoaasy jadd ()l el (gginall ) Basls )k 0l

Llaad ol Ll Laalaly Loyl (saag allad) (8 Fuppall Bl 3ol o b Lash Tanyr ol
a8y ST sl ) Ysems comld ans Lasmadl duyal) dSladl) b dugalll Gsudl & il 5K LS
(AT Aga e Ygads dga 0
Lalle Ll Aol B jlaiiud) e V- ¥

LVl Gyall 8 s laal e D Loy Yo o) 8 jadie e e golall sl i<
Washington :ie jail) 2y Ladets Labes Zanyal) 22l lcia¥) 3 Tacaly ladania ajall (gl
Lagl) choaly cauldy dienh agdy ooel) Alladl pa Jealsill 8 Alladl e daey (Yoo € cPost
Chlena) cin & DS Bl jel) moldd) dhie 3 Lalig Spped) Gald) (e 3 Lol
ALY agaly Gubsd) GISW) (G (Giapma PE Dla e dlld dleas Lo U Lidagis duallal)
in oall ey dualasball cois€ a3ld slad¥) iy L) of Jaall esldll g (Byal)
A Ll Gleli e Aalaiall aiagd Lo Qb 3 D) Jasdll

ol lgally ) gyde Y Llal) bl e bl 5S5al) ) dapad) ARl Caea N3
& dange «ygalugs daalas Ulrich Ammon L ol Lele Vo el ddsh duh Gas )Y
Ofianiall (e d3e Bilae AujalatY) aey L jed) ciela 3) . (Noack and Gamio, 2015) sbiaf (1) U<l
At 3 ) Allal Gaaaie Gsale £V &y



VY iaally allall agiiall & dugalll delially e tala@Y) 3950 A ) @lyam Las
Of the 7.2 billion people on Earth...
...nearly two-thirds speak one

of these 12 languages as their
native language.

Arabic Hindi-Urdu
467M 2coM
Chinese Bengali
(ali diatects) 250M
1.39 billion
Spanish speakers .
389M English
527M
Portuguese Italian German Japanese French Russian
193M B87M 132M 123M 118M 254M

Sources: Ulrich Ammon, University of Disseldorf, Population Reference Bureau
Note: Totals for languages include bilingual speakers.
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When Language Moves Through the Veins of the Economy: Investigating
the Language Industry in the Global and Local Scene

Hisham S. Alkadi
Associate Professor, College of Language Sciences, King Saud University, KSA
halgadi@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract. This study explores the situation of linguistic investment worldwide in general and in the
Saudi local market in particular. Based on global statistics and reports, it monitors the market’s
movement, trends, revenues, future plans and expectations. The aim is to raise awareness of the
economic aspect and the importance of investing in the Arabic language, which is witnessing
international interest whether in teaching and learning or in the underlying services. The study also
discusses investment locally and globally and identifies several investment trends in the world. It
also draws attention to the importance of the existence of a local linguistic market.

Keywords: linguistic market, Linguistic investment, Translation, Teaching Arabic as a Second
Language, TAF.
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Environment Security in the City of Taif during the Islamic Era

(1st Century - 10th Century AH / 7th Century — 16th Century AD)
Widad Awad Bataa Al-Juaid

Assistant Professor of Islamic History, Department of Social Sciences, College of Arts, Taif
University, KSA

widad.a@tu.edu.sa

Abstract. The study aims to address environmental security in the city of Taif during the Islamic era
(1st century - 10th century AH/7th century - 16th century AD), due to the importance of this city
owing to its general geographical and strategic location; in addition to its historical and cultural
connections with Mecca, the study included an introduction that explains what is meant by the term
“environmental security”, and two topics. The first topic: highlights the factors affecting
environmental security in the city of Taif, and the second topic: discusses the measures that were
taken to maintain environmental security in the city of Taif during the study period, and the study
concluded with the most important results, such as the fact that environment security is not a new
term, but rather found and used in early historical eras. The study also demonstrated the importance
of security and its role in the stability and prosperity of cities.

Keywords: Taif, Security, Environment security, Islamic era, Measures.
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The Ancient Arab Poet between the Standard of Approval and Contrast,

the Request for Fitness and Idealism
Adil Othman Al-Hadi

Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, King Faisal
University, KSA

amohmad@kfu.edu.sa

Abstract. This study deals with the creativity of the ancient Arab poet, who is governed by the
criterion of agreeing with reality on the one hand and the criterion of contrast on the other hand, and
he is between this and that, seeking the ideal that distinguishes him from others and satisfies the
taste of his contemporaries, and makes him a special imprint without falling into the legitimate traps
of criticism here and there. The study deals with the position of the Arab poet between these criteria
from two perspectives, the first is the approach of theorizing and theorization of the early scholars
of criticism, and the second is the approach of application and actual monetary judgments that were
issued according to this criterion or that, with mentioning a range of critics’ points of view and their
remediations according to those monetary criteria. The study relies on the relevant research
perspectives, foremost of which are the old criticism books and the theorizing or application of the
harmonic criticism method, or contrasting approaches or approaches to it, in addition to the relevant
modern criticism references.

Keywords: The Sunnah of the Arabs, Metaphor, Poetry column, Amidi, the doctrine of tenderness.
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Caricature as a Discourse -The Works of the Saudi Caricaturist Abdullah
Jaber as a Model: A Rhetorical-Descriptive Study

Ahmed Essa Al-Helali

Professor of Literature and Rhetoric, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Taif
University, KSA

Abstract. The viewer of the caricature enjoys contemplating its iconic lines, colours and linguistic
expressions, as they all mix between seriousness and humour, and often rely on irony in formulating
their expressive message. This is what prompted me to study this art as a communicative discourse
by which the caricaturist expresses his ideas, and as a discourse, | preferred to study it rhetorically
and analyze it with the appropriate discourse analysis tools. Due to the ability of the Saudi
caricaturist Abdullah Jaber and his artistic and argumentative techniques in his caricatures, | chose
him as a model for the study.

Keywords: Caricature, Discourse, Abdullah Jaber, Rhetoric.
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Studies of Literary Criticism in the Journals of the Islamic University:
Trends and Curricula

Abdul Rahman ibn Dakhil Rabbh Al-Matrafi

Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Literature and Rhetoric, Faculty of
Arabic Language, Islamic University, KSA

admatrafi@iu.edu.sa

Abstract. This research sheds light on literary criticism studies published through the pages of the
Islamic University journals since the issuance of the first issue in 1388 AH until the end of the year
(1442 AH). By extrapolating these materials and classifying them according to their objective and
aesthetic trends and methods. This research belongs to the field of criticism of criticism, and will
follow a descriptive approach, concerned with tracking and statistics, description, analysis and
interpretation. The research aims to come up with a perception of the overall trends of critical
research published in this container to contribute to providing general knowledge and an opportunity
for officials in those journals to consider and develop. The research came in a preface to the march
of university journals and their transformations, then several topics: a general statistical overview of
the materials studied, a look at trends and issues, topics and techniques, a talk about the experiences
of writers, then applied criticism studies, and finally critical curricula. A conclusion included
findings and recommendations. Among the most important of these recommendations was that the
University Journal of Arabic Language and Literature should deal with the interactions of literature
with the developments of the modern era, and that it should also deal with more studies of Saudi
literature and its issues.

Keywords: Literary criticism, Islamic university, Review criticism, Islamic university journals.
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Artificial Cloud Seeding between Science and Shari’a
Anood Mohammad Alkhudairi

Associate Professor, Jurisprudence and its fundamentals, College of Sharia Law, Imam

Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University, Dammam, KSA

Abstract. This study presents the issue of the artificial cloud seeding technique according to a
scientific and methodological framework. To enable the reader to know the injunction in terms of
Shari’a and science, this study is set out in two sections: (1) the definition of cloud seeding, its
methods, types, benefits and disadvantages and (2) an explanation of the Sharia injunction with the
relevant investigation of evidence-based opinions of scholars towards this issue along with some of
the Sharia guidelines regarding this process. Upon considering both Shari’a and scientific aspects of
Artificial Cloud Seeding, the study offers two findings. The first is that cloud seeding does not
contradict the Shari’a, which always urges continuous endeavour with absolute trust in God as the
sole originator for causes. The second finding demonstrates that Artificial Cloud Seeding does not
constitute a challenge to God’s will and power, but rather an implementation of what God creates
and makes available for mankind. The study recommended that the process of Artificial Cloud
Seeding shall not be limited to a specific agency, but rather all government bodies shall collaborate
to carry out such process. Also, research related to Artificial Clous Seeding should be encouraged
to maximize the success of this process. Finally, the employment of nanotechnology may assist in
developing new materials to seed clouds, reduce the use of artificial pollination materials, and
improve evaluation processes for clouds and fog paths through electrophoresis.

Keywords: Artificial cloud seeding, Snow grains, Global warming, Climatic change, Natural and
artificial seeding,
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Argument with Emotions: A Comparative Argumentative Rhetoric of the
Nuniyyah of Al-Rundi

Sultan Dakelullah Hadram Alaoufi

Associate Professor of Rhetoric and Criticism, at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
Department of Arabic Language, Taibah University, Madinah, KSA

Abstract. This research focuses on revealing the evidential generators related to arousing passions
in the Nuuniyyah of Abu Al-Bagaa Al-Rundi, this is to answer the philosophical question which
informed this research, which is how do we analyze passions evidentially in the poetic text? Based
on this pretext, this research studied the emotional effect that emanates from the evidential function
of poetic text, i.e. the signs that generate moods and foment passions in the epitaph of Al-Rundi,
which is a group of means which facilitated the presence of these moods through the means of
meaning and speech strategies, which stir up the soul feelings of grief, sadness, anger, and pain, in
addition to feelings of pride, and approval and aesthetic taste.

Keywords: Rhetorics, Mood evidence, Speech analysis, Poetic evidence, Evidence of al-rundi's
epitaph.
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Augmented Reality Technology (AR) in Information Marketing:
A Case Study of Ikea Place Application

Layla Abed Al-Youbi ! and Rana Abdullah Alobaidi 2

! Assistant Professor, and 2 Master's Student, Information Science Department, Faculty of
Arts and Humanities, KAU, KSA

Abstract. The current study aims to explore Augmented Reality (AR) technology and its relation to
and impact on information marketing, especially the marketing mix (product — pricing — promotion
— distribution), using the case study method and content analysis to examine the AR applied to Ikea
Place Application that supports product preview through AR to add sense and value to the product.
The study depended on the survey method to collect data related to the AR’s impact on information
marketing by distributing a questionnaire to a random sample of Ikea store clients and Ikea Place
application users. It was found that AR has greatly contributed to the Ikea Place application, which
was evident by the factors determining its effectiveness and the applied methods, and that there is a
positive correlation between AR and all aspects of information marketing. The study results have
also shown that AR has a statistically significant impact on all aspects of information marketing.
One of the most significant recommendations proposed by this study is to activate the AR role and
intensify promotions for it by demonstrating how easily it can be used and its potential great benefit
if applied in all areas. The study also recommends using AR in information marketing in general
and in the marketing mix in particular, in addition to focusing on presenting modern intellectual
production that tackles AR and its potential applications and benefits of information marketing and
other vital areas.

Keywords: Information Marketing, Augmented Reality, Marketing Mix, Digital Marketing, IKEA
Place.
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Employing the Legend of Hatem Al-Taiee in Drama
Huda bent Abdul Aziz Bin Khalaf Alshammari
PhD in Literary Criticism and Theater, KSA
hudaabdalaziz@gmail.com

Abstract. This research, entitled “Utilizing the Legend of Hatem Al-Taiee in Drama,” studies the
form of the character of Hatem Al-Taiee in theater in particular, and drama in general, as Hatem Al-
Taiee is an Arab legend whose news has been transmitted to people over time, and he became a
model of generosity, giving, and relieving the needy. The ancient books recorded his famous
historical stories and positions in the beautiful Arab morals; the study made it clear that the existence
of the legend of Hatem Al-Taiee came in two patterns. The first type: He praises Hatem’s generosity
and sees it as a virtue, a necessity for society, and a response to people’s needs. The other type:
Hatem Al-Taiee criticizes his generosity, and sees it as a waste and extravagance that should be
limited. Since it has become a cause of wasting money and squandering the rights and needs of the
children and wife, and a cause of Hatem’s domestic and family misery. While a moderate economic
level is what is required in all matters of life. Then the study confirmed that the legend of Hatem
was present in oriental drama as well, especially in Pakistani theater and Indian films. They were
utilized in new dramatic contexts filled with songs and the romantic form of Hatem’s relationship
with his wife, or in an educational framework for the new generation that directs them to the
importance of cooperation and solving problems with generosity, effort, and solidarity among one
people. The study called for utilizing the legend of Hatem Al-Taiee in a joint Arab cinematic film
in order to preserve the immortality of the biography of this character, who has become a
philosophical legend, from which writers form different styles of filming and artistic direction in
theater and drama. The study used both foreign and Arab websites in order to limit the actual
existence of the Hatem legend from all Arab and international sources as well.

Keywords: Drama, Theater, Dialogue, Hatem Al-Taiee, Generosity, Loyalty, Ministry of Culture.
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Bid’ah: A Fundamental Applied Study
Faraj bin Hulayyil bin Ayed Al-Anazi
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, College of Science and Arts,
Al-Jouf University, Al-Qurayyat Campus, KSA
Falanzi@ju.edu.sa

Abstract. This research is entitled “The rule of blocking pretexts in the Sunnah of the Prophet and
its impact on blocking the door of heresy, an applied fundamentalist study.”, It is a research which
aims to identify a number of prophetic texts in which the Prophet -peace and blessings be upon him-
warned against innovation in religion; especially in practical worship; Such as prayer, fasting,
pilgrimage, and others, justifying this with the content of the rule of blocking excuses, and knowing
its effect on blocking the heresy. I divided it into an introduction; Includes the objectives of the
research, the previous studies, the research plan, and the approach that | will follow, then a preface;
Includes the definition of the vocabulary of the title, and related provisions. Then three topics
followed. The first: In the prophetic texts that initially prohibited the creation of innovating. The
second: in the prophetic texts that forbidden the ways that lead to innovation. The third: In the
controls resulting from the use of the Prophet’s Sunnah for the content of a rule from blocking
excuses, and its effect in ending the heresy. | concluded that the Prophet -peace blessings be upon
him- was very gcared to worship God by what He commanded, and to get closer to Him according
to what He legislated; without addition or subtraction, and blocking all the ways that leads to
innovation in legal acts of worship; as a result of that the innovation in worship includes two forms:
first it is in the creation of a worship that has no basis, and | explained it in the first topic. Second it
is in the addition to worship, or changing its description, or specifying it at a time or time that the
legislator did not bring, and I explained it in the second topic, and it was found that opening the laws
in the legal acts of worship and calling for it, contradicts the intent of the legislator of prohibiting
the innovation and blocking the pretexts that lead to it. And that the Prophet’s Sunnah was concerned
with clarifying many legitimate matters, by linking them to mental evidence, and in this a statement
of its importance and the importance of what it showed.

Keywords: Blocking-Pretexts, Excuses, Bid’ah, Worship.
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The Approach of the Prophet’s Sunnah in Blocking the Pretexts Leading to
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The Qur’anic Readings According to Ibn Durustawayh (d. 347 AH) From
His Book Tashth Al-Fasih and Its Commentary: A Descriptive Study

Sultan bin Ahmad Al-Hudayyan

Associate Professor, Department of Qur’anic Readings, Faculty of the Glorious Qur’an,
Islamic University of Madinah, KSA

Abstract. This is a paper titled the Qur’anic Readings according to Ibn Durustawayh (d. 347 AH)
from his book Tashih al-Fasih and its commentary: a descriptive study. | described in this study the
Qur’anic reading according to Ibn Durustawayh as found in his book Tashih al-Fasth and Its
commentary, and the importance of the study is seen in its relation to the Noble Qur’an and its
reading, then the relation of the study with an earlier scholar like 1bn Durustawayh, who was also
among the eminent scholars of Arabic language and reading. | introduced Ibn Durustawayh, and his
book Tashih al-Fasih and its commentary, and an introduction also of the book al-Fasth of Tha’lab,
and | made it a preface to a major part of the study. Then I described how Ibn Durustawayh related
to the Qur’an readings in terms of their ascription, interpretation, sources, authority, and the mention
of the odd and the conventional, mentioning one example for each of the previously mentioned
issues. Then I compiled all that was mentioned in the book on the Qur’an readings and studied their
situations in terms of oddness or convention. The research was concluded with the most important
findings and recommendations, and the bibliography.

Keywords: Ibn Durustawayh, Tashih al-Fasth, Qira’at, Sharh al-fasih.
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Women's Poetry in Al-Wahshiat Book for Abu Tammam:
An Analysis and Study

Safia Nashi Radhyan AlOtaibi

Associated Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of
Arts, Al-Jouf University, KSA

Abstract. This study falls under the critical literary studies, aimed at identifying the poetic image of
women and how poetically present they are in Abu Tammam's Wild Beasts collection, revealing
their ability to compose poetry on various topics, highlighting their artistic identity, and their
significant contribution to the cultural and literary life in relation to their male counterparts. The
study is conducted under three investigations draped in the cloak of the analytical artistic approach.

Keywords: The Wild Beasts, Abu Tammam, Women's Poetry, Poetic Collections.
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The Eloquence of Hadiths Starting with “O Allah” in the Two Authentic
Books of Hadith: An Analytical Study of Some Hadiths

Mohammed bin Ali bin Ayed bin Dera

Associate Professor of Rhetoric and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of
Humanities, Abha, KSA

dera.m1388@gmail.com

Abstract. This is a study specialized in a part of the practical application of the Noble Hadith and |
called it (the eloquence of the hadiths contained in the formula, O God, in the Two Sahihs, an
analytical study of some hadiths) an analytical study, which | based on an analytical approach based
on selecting a sample of hadiths based on compatibility with the desired purpose, then presentation
and analysis. As for the structure of the study, it is based on an introduction and two sections. The
first section consists of two topics: The first: Supplication: its definition - its virtues - its etiquette -
the impediments to answering. The second: the eloquence of the Messenger, may God bless him and
grant him peace. The second section was based on the applied and analytical study, and was preceded
by an introduction in which it revealed the idea of the research, its limits, its importance, the
questions surrounding it, its methodology, and previous studies. And a conclusion in which |
explained the results of the study, including the secret of supplication in this formula and its
repetition. The Messenger of God - may God bless him and grant him peace - employed the various
arts of rhetoric, which contributed uniquely to portraying the state of the servant during his
supplication to his Lord and his commitment to obeying Him.

Keywords: Supplication, Form of O Allah, The eloquence of hadiths, Analytical study.
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School Administrations' Experiences towards Improving Learning
Experience of Orphan Students in Public Primary Schools

Abdulrahman Hamed Habab Alsulami! and Abdullah Mosfir Moflih Alshahrani?

! Department of Educational Administration, Faculty of Education, King Abdulaziz
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Abstract. Orphan students in early education need special care and intensive attention. This study
aimed to explore the experiences of the administration team in governmental primary schools in
improving the learning experience of orphan students. It is a qualitative study using the basic
qualitative research approach, and data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews
with ten participants who experienced the phenomenon under study. The results showed a number
of important experiences of the participants in improving the learning experience of orphan students,
including providing a safe and stimulating learning environment that takes into account the needs of
orphan students, accurate information of the cases of orphan students and sharing their information
with those who need it, and being close enough to orphan students to know their needs and ensure
that they are met. Additionally, participants mentioned several recommendations to enable them to
improve the learning experience of orphan students, including giving schools the necessary
legislative and financial enablers and focusing on creating smart solutions that deeply affect
improving the learning experience of orphan students.

Keywords: School administrations' experiences, Improving the learning experience, Orphan
students, Primary schools,
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Abstract. The present research paper is a critical examination of the theory of the well-known post-Schachtian
scholar of Hadith; John Burton. He was a major contributor to modern Hadith studies in the West. It assesses
his main arguments and his methodological approaches to the reliability of Hadith materials. The paper shows
that Burton expresses a sceptical stance towards the historicity of Hadith and argues that the development of
Hadith originated from the exegesis of the Qur’an, having no historical basis in the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad. This points to that Burton was heavily influenced by the sceptical attitude of Ignaz Goldziher and
Joseph Schacht towards the historicity of Hadith. The approach used to assess the elements of Burton's theory
is critical and analytical one. One of the major findings is that the arguments made by John Burton are formed
on modest and weak assumptions. His major drawback is that he did not take into consideration other historical
sources, such as isnad. He limited his analysis to only the texts of the Traditions, and ignored the significance
of the asanid attached to them as well as other early historical materials.

Keywords: John Burton, Orientalism, Western Scholarship, Hadith, Theory of Tradition.

Introduction

In the West, Hadith and its related matters are remarkably a serious academic field which some
Western scholars have paid great attention to within the scope of Islamic studies. With a cursory
survey of the materials produced by Western scholars concerning Hadith, one can effortlessly
ascertain how much time has been devoted to the study of Hadith, which has made outstanding
contributions to Hadith studies.(!) But while some have accepted the traditional canons of
Hadith criticism as developed by Muslim scholars themselves, others have offered alternative
accounts of the subject. Scholars of this school have raised some fundamental issues with regard
to Hadith literature, and have attempted to address them according to modern Western standards
of literary and historical criticism.

The conclusions of Orientalists’ studies appear to have spread worldwide and have been
widely adopted and recognised in both the East and the West. They continue to have an ongoing
impact on the students and scholars of Hadith as well as other Islamic subjects. In the latter half

(1) A general look at the book ‘Guide to Sira and Hadith Literature in Western Languages’ as well as ‘Hadith: A
Selected and Annotated Guide to Materials in the English Language’, one would easily gain the impression
that there has been a large amount of Western works done on Hadith.
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of the last century, there were many renowned British scholars who contributed immensely to
the ongoing debate on Hadith and its historicity. One of them was John Burton whose works
will be the core element of this critical study. My primary intention here is not to establish the
authenticity of Hadith as such, but to assess some of the most prominent elements of criticism
on Hadith employed by this scholar, and to discuss them with regard to the direction from which
they approach it.

Why John Burton?

The works of John Burton are extensive and widely read in the West by those who are
interested in Qur’anic Studies. He is well-known for his views on the Qur’an and is one of the
best known on the subject of abrogation (naskh) in Islam, but little is known about his views
concerning Hadith.() Although he is a distinguished scholar, it appears that his views regarding
Hadith were not discussed in detail in most modern writings of Western and Muslim
researchers, as those of Goldziher and Schacht; a fact that provides the stimulus to carry out a
study that would provide readers with an academic assessment of such views.

Aim of the Study

The aim is to provide a comprehensive study of the key points of this scholar’s critique
of Hadith, and to provide a critical evaluation of such points and other issues that appear in his
writings. Moreover, the study aims at highlighting and investigating the historical development
of Orientalist studies of Hadith, as well as the main trends that shaped the mainstream view of
Western scholars. It is quite important that the research is extended in this field and to open the
way for further research into the pre-Schachtian period. It is particularly important to study the
works of individual writers from this period for the purpose of explaining their methodology
and analysing their contributions as well as assessing the development in Western trends in
writing on Hadith.

Methodology

This critical study is based on library research. The material studied consists mainly of
books and academic articles especially those of or related to John Burton, and in some cases,
online material is also used. The main references will include English and Arabic sources.
Content analysis is the main method used to analyse the data, because of its importance in
examining historical artefacts. In addition, the arguments of Burton are sometimes juxtaposed
with the views of their contemporaries in order to give a more comprehensive understanding of
the Western perspective of Hadith. In both methods, an insider/outsider approach will be
utilised. In this study, the insider approach refers to what Muslims believe and advocate in their
understanding of the issues in question, while the outsider approach refers to what is believed
and advocated by Orientalists in the Western literature consulted. Attention should also be
drawn to the word "Tradition" as it used by Burton. It is used mostly as an equivalent to
"Hadith" in the Orientalist scholarship, therefore, the terms Hadith, Sunnah, and Tradition are
used here interchangeably. Also, in this research, the capitalised terms "Hadith" and "Sunnah”
refer to any materials presented in the isnad -matn format. Both terms are utilised in a broad

(1) Uri Rubin, “Review of An Introduction to the Hadith by John Burton”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies, 59 (1996): 340.
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sense to refer to all reports from or about Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) recorded in Hadith
literature. When the word "hadith" is not capitalised it refers to one single report from or about
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and its plural form is "ahadith".

Brief Intellectual life and works of John Burton

John Burton was a professor of Islamic studies and Chairman at the Department of Arabic
Studies, University of St Andrews. He was born in 1929. From the time he began to conduct
research, Burton intended to inculcate a new method in the notion of interpreting Islamic
narrations. In the beginning, he mainly focused on investigating Muslim traditional accounts of
the compilation of the Qur’an. The conclusion of this investigation was rather surprising; it
states that the Qur’an was not complied by the Companions, but by the Prophet himself, so the
Qur’an as we have it today is that of Muhammad (PBUH). Although the conclusion is unusual
coming from an Orientalist, Burton’s approach to the subject was largely disputed by experts,
especially those who are concerned with the early period of Islam such as Uri Rubin and Daniel
Brown. Burton built his study on the notion that all Muslim historical accounts of the
compilation of the Qur’an were pure forgery. He published his major thesis about the Qur’an
in the first of his three famous books in 1977 entitled ‘The Collection of the Qur’an’. His two
later publications analysed this theory in more intricate detail. His works are also renowned for
their study of the concepts of naskh (Abrogation) and its use of Islamic Law as well as the
theory of Hadith.

Burton was influenced by a number of academics in his study of the Qur’an, and the
narrations of the Prophet (PBUH). However, there were three scholars who had direct influence
on his works namely; Ignaz Goldziher, Joseph Schacht and John Wansbrough. He based the
development of his perceptions of Islam on their theories. He was a student of John Edward
Wansbrough (1928 — 2002).). Wansbrough was an American historian who taught at
the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). He caused a furore
in the 1970s when his research on early Islamic manuscripts, including the analysis of the
repeated use of monotheistic Judeo-Christian imagery found in the Qur’an led him to posit that
the rise of Islam was a mutation of what was originally a Judeo-Christian sect trying to spread
in Arab lands. Wansbrough’s research and subsequent book ‘Quranic Studies’ suggests that a
great deal of the traditional history of Islam appeared to be a fabrication of later generations
seeking to forge and justify a unique religious identity.® Within this context, Wansbrough
suggests that the character of Muhammad could be seen as a manufactured myth created to
provide the Arab tribes with their own Arab version of the Judeo-Christian Prophets.®) Whilst
such a view of a mythical Muhammad was not shared by Burton and a more realistic perception
was accepted, Burton did, however, consider the change from Judaism in his text; ‘The Sources

(1) Malcolm Yapp, “Professor J. E. Wansbrough,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 57 (1994),
1-13.

(2) John Wansbrough, Quranic Studies: Sources and Methods of Scriptural Interpretation, (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1977), 1.

(3) Wansbrough, Quranic Studies, 45.
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of Islamic Law’. Here, Rippin suggests that Burton ultimately sees it “...all boiling down to a
change from Judaism to Islam”"), a key perception of Wansbrough.

In terms of the impact of his predecessors, Goldziher and Schacht, Burton was influenced
by their theories, as will be seen shortly, which showed how Hadith reflected the legal and
doctrinal controversies of the two centuries after the death of Muhammad (PBUH), rather than
the words of himself. Much of Burton’s works and methodology encompassed that of Schacht,
particularly his views on the development of Islamic law and the theories of Isnad. This formed
the foundation of Burton’s thesis and was used in his research and subsequent works. However,
he criticised some of their positions related to akadith as will be explained later.

Burton has produced a number of academic works which made him a key contributor to
the studies of the Qur’an, Islamic law, and Hadith.® His works examine the intricate details of
Traditions (ahadith), Isnad and Usil al-figh. These works have been praised and criticised by
various academics and have encouraged intellectual debates on different topics related to
Islamic studies.

Critical Discussion of Burton’s "Theory of Tradition"

In his works, Burton discussed numerous points related to Hadith. However, the focus of
our critical discussion will be on his key arguments which formulate his theory of Hadith. They
are: the concept of the Sunnah and Hadith in early Islam, the source of Sunnah in Malik's
Muwatta’ the theory of the origin of Hadith. By assessing his arguments, the main stance of
Burton on Hadith compared to other scholars will be revealed.

The Terms of ‘Sunnah’ and 'Hadith’ and their Concepts before 150/767

In Muslim scholarship, both classical and modern, the word ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ or
‘al-Sunnah’® and the word ‘Hadith® were used to refer primarily to the sayings, deeds,
approvals, and other life events of Muhammad (PBUH) during his career as a Prophet.) In
this regard, ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ and ‘Hadith’, as term and concept, were mostly recognised
and utilised by the early Muslim generations since the Prophet’s death.) However, Burton
claims that in early Islam, especially the first 150 years, the term ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ was
not in use, and only the word ‘sunnah’ or ‘sunnah of Muslims’ was prevalent and used to mean

(1) Andrew Rippin, “Review of The Sources of Islamic Law: Islamic Theories of Abrogation by John Burton,”
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 54 (1991), 363.

(2) Burton’s major works are: The Collection of The Qur’an, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977);
Edition of Kitab al-Nasikh wa-al-Mansikh of Ab- ‘Ubayd Al-Qasim B. Sallam (Cambridge: Gibb Memorial
Trust, 1987); The Sources of Islamic Law: Islamic Theories of Abrogation (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
press, 1990); An Introduction to the Hadith (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University press, 1995); “Those are the
High-Flying Cranes”, Journal of Semitic Studies, 15 (1970), 246-265; “The Meaning Ihsan”, Journal of Semitic
Studies, 19 (1974), 47-75; “Notes towards a Fresh Perspective on the Islamic Sunna,” British Society for Middle
Eastern Studies, 11 (1984), 3-17; “The Vowelling of Q 65:1.” Journal of Semitic Studies, 29 (1984), 267-283;
“The Qur’an and the Islamic Practice of Wudii’"Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 5 (1988),
21-58; “Linguistic Errors in the Qur’an.” Journal of Semitic Studies, 33 (1988), 181-196

(3) It is used in this research as ‘Sunnah’ without the definite article ‘al’.

(4) See Omar Kasir, Studies in Hadith literature (London: Firdous Ltd., 2005), 4-19; Azami, Studies in Hadith
Methodology and Literature (Burr Ridge, US: American Trust Publications,1992), 183-99.

(5) Ibid.
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something else with no connection to the practice of Muhammad led him to posit that the rise
of Islam was a mutation of what was originally a Judeo-Christian sect trying.

Depending on the conclusions of his predecessors’ studies, Goldziher and Schacht,("
Buerton argues that the use of the term ‘Sunnah’ from early Islam until the second half of the
second/eighth century bore the original meaning of pre-Islamic usage which referred to “...the
tribal tradition transmitted of the approved manners and customs of their ancestors and forbears
to serve as the unquestioned basis and sanction of the conduct of the succeeding generations.”?®
The term, he continues, was gradually narrowed down in Islamic usage to refer only to the
living traditions of Muslims or ‘sunnah of Muslims’ which meant the adherence to the views
and ways of local communities upon which the foundation of figh was laid down.®) Hence,
there were so-called ‘sunnah of al- Madinah’, ‘sunnah of al-Kafah’, and so on, and each sunnah
had no relation with the actual Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH). ¥ When discussing the term
‘Sunnah of the Prophet” or ‘Sunnat-u-al- Nabi’, Burton asserts that this term started to be in use
after the year 150/767. He states that “The term sunna retained its original general
sense...which was still in use in the second half of the second Islamic century and can still be
distinguished from the term ‘the sunna of the Prophet’ which was just beginning to appear
alongside it.”® The emergence of the ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ as a term and concept in that
time, according to Burton, was due to the intellectual efforts of al-Shafi‘t (d. 204/820) who
endorsed the general sense of the term ‘sunnah’ to be specifically associated with the Prophet’s
legal and religious practices and Traditions.©® Regarding the term ‘Hadith’, Burton claims that
it generally shared the elements of ‘continuity of practice’, and ‘the way of the ancestors’, or
‘the pious forebears’.”) However, towards the end of the second century, he argues, ‘Hadith’
became synonymous with the term ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’.®) Generally speaking, Burton’s
argument is that the understanding of the words ‘Sunnah’, and ‘Hadith’ by later Muslims was
not the same as that of the earlier ones, and had no association with the Prophet in the time of
the first Muslim generations; it was only a late development that occurred in the middle period
of the second/eighth century.®

To discuss Burton’s view, it is essential here to refer to early Muslim sources to see the
status of Hadith in early Islam. According to early historical materials, as will be seen later,
the Sunnah had an authoritative status in early Islam, and the early Muslim community was

(1) Briefly, their studies conclude that the great majority of the Traditions (Hadith) from the Prophet contained in
the classic collections are documents not of the time which they claim to belong to, but of the successive stages
of development of regional doctrines during the first centuries of Islam. Mohammed Salem, “Western Works
and Views On Hadith: Beginnings, Nature, and Impact”, Marmara University, Journal of College of Theology,
46 (2014), 203-224.

(2) Sources, 12; Hadith, 49.
(3) Sources, 12, 13, 142.
(4) Ibid.

(5) Hadith, 49.

(6) Sources, 40.

(7) bid.

(8) Hadith, 49.

(9) Ibid., xx.
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very interested in following, learning, and disseminating the Traditions of the Prophet. To early
Muslims, the Sunnah was a source of guidance and legislation along with the Qur’an. Therefore,
the concept of Sunnah, as referred to the Prophet’s words and actions, was recognised in the
early period of Islam. Hence, based on this fact the argument of Burton is invalid. It can also
be proved that the emergence of the term ‘Sunnah of the Prophet” was a very early Islamic term;
I.e. it existed from the first century onwards. This can be achieved by checking some early
Islamic sources which predated the canonical literature which appeared in the third/ninth
century. In these early sources, there are some textual pieces of evidence which prove the early
use of the term of ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’. Here are some examples of this textual evidence:

1- Sirat Rasil Allah by Ibn Ishaq (d. 151/768), in the recension of Ibn Hisham (d. 213/828):
“...and people [of Bani al-Harith] converted to Islam...and Khalid b. al-Walid stayed there
teaching them the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the Prophet...”(!)

2- Almaghazi by Misa b.‘Ugbah (d. 141/758): “... ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf addressed ‘Al1
ibn Abi Talib and said: “If you are elected as the Caliph do you undertake to follow the Qur’an
and the Sunnah of the Prophet...and he called ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan and the same question was
put to him, [‘Uthman] said: Yes, we will.”®

3- Risalat fi alshabah (Epistle on Courtiers) by Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘ (d. 139/756): “...and the
prescribed penalties should be executed in accordance of Kitab Allah [the Qur’an] and Sunnat
Nabiyyhi [Sunnah of the Prophet]” .

These three examples show that the term ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ was in use from early
Islam, before the time of al-Shafi‘T, and it was essential to be followed in one’s life and in
governmental authority. The word 'hadith' was also a term, regardless of its other linguistic
meanings, and was regularly used for the reports about the Prophet (PBUH) in the first/seventh
century. When investigating some classical historical and biographical accounts of the
Umayyad rulers, it is can be said that the rulers were generally interested in Hadith, such as
Mu‘awiyah ibn Ab1 Sufyan (d. 60/679) who asked a Companion to write to him all that he had
heard from the Prophet (PBUH). Also, the famous Umayyad Caliph ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
(d. 101/720) who officially ordered two scholars to collect and record the akadith of the Prophet
on a large scale.®” The use of such biographical reports to prove this point is justifiable because
by and large the biographical details and reports of early authorities contained in the vast
literature, regardless of the errors and possible biases, are internally consistent.®)

(1) ‘Abd al-Malik b. Hisham, al-Sirah al-Nabawiyah (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1993), 5: 291.

(2) Misa b. ‘Uqgbah, al-Mughazr, edited by Muhammad Ba qshysh (Akadir, Morocco: Jami‘at Ibn Zuhr, 1994), p.
180.

(3) Itis a letter in which Ibn al-Mugaffa‘ addressed the Caliph Aba Ja‘far al-Manstir (d. 158/775). The letter is
included in Athar Ibn al-Mugaffa * (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1989), 312.

(4) See Muhammad b. Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-Kubrd, (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1997) vol. 5, Ibn al-Athir al-
Jazari, al-kamil fi al-tarikh (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1998), Albert Hourani, A History of the Arab
Peoples (London: Faber and Faber Limited, 2005), Thomas Arnold, The Spread of Islam in the World: A
History of Peaceful Preaching (New Delhi: Goodword Books, 2005).

(5) For more information about the value and the credibility of the traditional biographical works of Muslims see:
Motzki, The Origins, 285.
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Beside these historical sources, there is a group of early neutral sources where many
ahadith were cited which indicate that the Hadith of the Prophet (PBUH) was in use from an
early age. These sources are called neutral based on the fact that their original themes have no
direct relation with any religious or Hadith issues, such as the books related to the subject of
the Arabic grammar. Here are two examples in which some akadith (Traditions) were utilised
for linguistic purposes:

1- Philologist al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi (d. ca. 160/776) in his Kitab al-‘Ayn") cited
around 248 ahadith. For instance, he mentions akdadith to support his view on the root of
the word ‘khana ‘a ; &3’ (immorality). He says: “...in a hadith of the Prophet: “The vilest
name [akhna ‘u ismin :a« &41] in Allah’s sight is Malik al-Mulitk (King of Kings)”.?)

2- Linguist ‘Amr b. ‘Uthman Sibawayh (d. 180/798) in his monumental work al-Kitab,
which is a comprehensive study of the classical Arabic language, cites a number of
ahadith in his book. The way he did this was to quote only the statement or phrase from
the matn (text) of a hadith which he needed to substantiate a linguistic matter. One
characteristic of his writing style is that he does not attribute what he quotes or cites to
the sources including the verses of Arab poets and the akadith. Examples of the ahadith
fragments cited by Sibawayh are: 1. ‘daluse (uds ¥) &3all J30 ¥” (None will enter Paradise
but a believer)® 2. “I1X ¢ g U jhas :J & of Y 25 ¥ (No one should say: we have had
rainfall due to the rising of such and such (i.e., star).®

In these two philological works, the word ‘hadith’ is used to refer to a statement of the
Prophet (PBUH) as in Kitab al-‘Ayn. Also, in al-Kitab many ahadith were cited, and this is
indicative of the widespread usage of the akadith and familiarity of its concept of the early
Muslims who came before al-Shafi‘i. Moreover, Hadith was not only used for the legal matters
or religious guidance but was helpful in establishing some grammatical rules.

To conclude, it is quite clear from above discussion that ‘Hadith® and ‘Sunnah’ were
familiar terms to earlier generations of Islam, and were meant to be in most cases, especially in
the legal sphere, a reference to the Prophet’s actions and statements. It is also observed that
Burton sometimes gets confused with the Muslim usage of the word ‘Sunnah’. Moreover, there
is an important point should be clarified in terms of the different meanings that ‘sunnah’, as a
general term, was referred to in traditional literature by classical jurists and traditionists. To
clarify this point, there are two aspects of the word should be differentiated between; literal
sense and conceptual sense (Fig. 1).

(1) It is considered to be the first dictionary of the Arabic language.

(2) al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi, Kitab al- ‘Ayn (Cairo: Dar al-Hilal, n.d.), 1: 121.
(3) Amr b. ‘Uthman Sibawayh, al-Kitab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1990), 3: 237.

(4) Al-Kitab, 2: 47.
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Literal sense
Conceptual sense

Fig. 1. Elements of the definition of the term ‘Sunnah’.

Sunnah

Briefly, ‘Sunnah’ literally refers to a number of meanings such as: way, rule, course,
mode, and conduct of life. This use is found both in pre-Islamic and Islamic contexts. The
Qur’an also refers generally to such meanings.(!) In the early Islamic context, ‘sunnah’ was
used also in its literal sense. In addition to the ‘Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH), it was used by
jurists and traditionists to indicate other technical meanings; for instance, it was used to refer
to ‘obligation’ (wajib) by Abii Hanifah (d. 150/767), while it was used to mean ‘desirable’
(mandiib) by others such as Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab (d. 94/715).%) Moreover, it may mean any
ruling (kukm) which can be analogically inferred from a saying or an action of the Prophet.
Historians also used the word ‘Sunnah’ to refer to complete conduct of life (Sirat ‘ammah), as
it was used by Ibn Ishaq in his work Sirat Rasil Allah.

The other aspect of the word is its conceptual reference. Based on the written evidence in
the early sources discussed earlier, the concept of ‘Sunnah’ that refers to the conduct of the
Prophet was clearly evident even during the Prophet’s life as illustrated in the historical report
of Ibn Ishaq. Through a number of historical proofs, it has been strongly suggested that from
the early decades of Islam the phrase ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ was given a definitive and fixed
meaning which revolved around the personal practice of the Prophet himself and not the
customary norms of the community. The oath of office which candidates had to swear by when
elected to be the caliph as in the case of ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan (d. 35/656) is clear-cut proof of the
significance of acting upon the Sunnah of the Prophet.®) This indicates that ‘Sunnah’ was
already clear and defined to people, and ‘Uthman was willing to follow it as were his two
previous Caliphs.

From all the textual and historical evidence presented earlier, it could be concluded that
each of the terms ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ and ‘Hadith’ that refer to the Prophetic statements
and deeds is “...a very early and genuine Islamic idea and that it cannot be considered as based
on later doctrinal considerations.”®

Sunnah of the People of Madinah in Muwatta’ of Malik

According to Burton, Muwatta’ of Malik b. Anas (179 / 795) was one of the earliest
surviving pieces of Muslim literature. He dates it back to the third quarter of the second

(1) Muhammad Hashim Kamali, Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence (Cambridge: The Islamic Texts Society,
2003), 58-59.

(2)Abdr Rahim, The Principles of Muhammadan Jurisprudence according to the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i and
Hanbali Schools (Lahore: Civil and Criminal Law Publication, 1986).

(3) Azami, On Schacht’s. 40.
(4) M. M. Bravmann, The Early Background of Early Islam (Leiden: Brill, 1972), 168.
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century.!) He describes the main theme of Malik 's book as a reference to the sunnah which
was the ‘practice and conduct of the Muslims in Madinah’.®® To Burton, Malik was concerned
with putting down the legal decisions and rulings of his contemporary and past personalities
and authorities of Madinah. However, Burton points out that Malik, on one hand, was impressed
by the agreed practice of the Madinan people, but on the other hand, regarding the origin of this
Madinan practice he “...might not always able to say precisely where it had come from, but
[instead] it was spoken of as ‘the sunna of the Muslims’, or simply ‘the sunna’”.®) This is to
suggest that in Malik’s time the sunnah of the people of Madinah was recognised and valid as
a legal source, and was not the normative practice of the Prophet, yet, the source of this sunnah
was not clearly known to Malik. This was why, he argues, the “...Muwatta’ contains quite
lengthy sections of legal reasoning with no hadiths whatsoever.”®

Before examining Burton’s claim, it is important to declare Burton’s position with regards
to the authenticity of the authorship of Muwatta’ to Malik. Burton, like Goldziher and Schacht,
seems to be comfortably convinced that the Muwatta’ originated with Malik.® This is a positive
attitude among Western scholars who, in most cases, are highly critical of Muslim literature
and traditions, such as John Wansbrough.©® Hence, this will allow us to focus on the core of
Burton’s argument which is related to ‘amal ahl al-Madinah.

Burton clearly suggests that Malik did not know, in most cases, the source of the sunnah
of the Madinan community on which law in his work largely rested. This suggestion is derived
from his observance of Malik’s reliance in his book on ‘amal ahl al-Madinah (the established
practice of the people of Madinah).(”’ Burton is correct in his observance; Malik did use the
actions and consensus of the people of Madinah as evidence for his legal reasoning. To Malik,
‘amal was significant because it represented the ijma ‘ (consensus) of Madinah on many legal
issues. He sometimes expressed it in different terms such as ‘past practice’, ‘agreed-upon
practice’ or the ‘sunnah of ahl al-Madinah’. But it was often referred to as ‘amal, which
includes the actions, legal opinions and decisions of the Prophet’s Companions, their
successors, and some later authorities. This ‘amal is considered as a legal source by Malik
whose fatawa (legal judgments) were also based on it. Therefore, in order to examine Burton’s
suggestion, it is important to investigate the origin of ‘amal and to find out if it had any
connection with the Sunnah of the Prophet.

One of the possible ways to find out is by examining the reason why Malik considered
the ‘amal of the people of Madinah authoritative. To do so, it is necessary to first look into
Malik’s own writings which may help to provide a clue to his legal thought. In one of his letters

(1) Sources, vii.
(2) Ibid.

(3) Hadith, 157.
(4) Ibid., 117.
(5) Sources, vii.

(6) According to Wansbrough, it is difficult for historians to use Muslim tradition (i.e. traditional Muslim
as a source of evidence. See: John Wansbrough, The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic
Salvation History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978), 98-100.

(7) Hadith, 157.
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addressing the jurist al-Layth b. Sa‘d, Malik clearly expresses his view regarding the origin of
the practice and traditions of Madinah. The following passage is the important part of this letter:

b)

d)

All people are subordinate (taba ) to the people of Madinah. To it the Hijrah was made
and in it the Qur’an was revealed, the lawful (halal) was made lawful and the forbidden
(haram) was made forbidden. The Messenger of Allah was living amongst them and they
were present during the very time of revelation. He would tell them to do things and they
would obey him, and he would institute sunan for them and they would follow him, until
Allah took him to Himself...Then there rose up after him those who were given authority
after him and who, of his community, were the ones who followed him most closely.
When matters arose about which they had knowledge, they put that knowledge into
practice [anfdhih]. If they did not have the requisite knowledge, they would ask others
and would go by what they considered to be the most valid opinion according to their
own personal reasoning (ijtihad) and their recent experience of when the Prophet was
alive (hadathat ‘ahdihim). If someone disagreed with them, or said anything that was
more valid and more worthy of being followed, they would leave aside their own opinion
and act according to the other, stronger opinion. After them the Successors trod the same
path and followed the same sunan.(")

Some important points can be drawn from this passage:

The significance of Madinah to Malik as a centre is because it was where the Sunnah of
the Prophet was instituted and acted upon by the Companions and the succeeding
generations.

‘Amal is very important due to the fact that it was transmitted and accepted by the majority
of people, starting with the generation of Companions. So, the practice of Madinah was
agreed-upon by consensus.

Most importantly is Malik’s conviction that the Companions followed the Prophet’s
Sunnah very closely and their ijtihad had special value because of their knowledge of
what the Prophet had taught and their proximity to the Prophet’s life. For reasons such as
this, Malik regarded the athar® (sing. athar) and fatawa of the Companions in all types
of matters to be potential sources of the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH).®)

Malik makes a distinction between two types of sunnah of Madinah or ‘amal. First, the
practice that was instituted by the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) which was followed by
his Companions and Successors. This type of ‘amal is called (‘amal nagli); i.e it was
transmitted in actual form from the time of the Prophet. Second, post-Prophet sunnah
which was derived from the ijzihad of later authorities (early Companions and Successors)
when there was no established precedent in the Prophetic period. This type of ‘amal was

(1) Malik ibn Anas, al-Mudawwanah al-Kubrd: riwayah Ibn Sahnin (Bayrtt: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1994),
1:64-5; al-Fasawi, Al-Ma rifah, 1:695-7.

(2) Deeds and precedents of the Companions of the Prophet.

(3) Muhammad Abu Zahrah, Malik: hayatuhu wa- ‘asruh-ara 'uhu wa-fighuhu (al-Qahirah : Maktabat al-Anjla al-
Misriyah, 1963), 315.
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based on the Companions’ understanding of the Sunnah of the Prophet.() Another term
for this part is ‘amal ijtihadr, i.e. based on ijtihad (independent reasoning). It is very clear
that Malik preferred the sunnah of the people who lived in Madinah up until his time
because it originated either directly or indirectly from the Sunnah of the Prophet, which
is, according to this division, an integral part of the ‘amal (Fig. 2).

Type 2:
iftihadr

The Sunnah of the Prophet

Fig. 2. Relation between Sunnah and ‘Amal.

Malik’s conception of the authoritativeness of the ‘amal of Madinah is unmistakably clear
from his letter to al-Layth. He described Madinian ‘amal as that criterion which is sure to bring
salvation and najah (success) if one adheres to it.®) This is obvious from his emphasis on the
point that all Muslims are ‘taba ” (subordinate/dependant) to ‘amal of the people of Madinah
in matters of religious knowledge by virtue of the unique relationship of the Madinians with the
Prophet and the extent to which they adhered to his teachings.® In the conclusion of the letter,
Malik points out that the cumulative legacy of the people of Madinah is one that cannot be
claimed by ahl al-Amgsar (the inhabitants of other regions of Islamic empire).®

With regard to Burton’s point about the absence of akadith in many legal discussions
in Muwatta’, it is important to begin by stating that, based on Malik’s biographical sources, he
studied ahddith at a very early age, so he received extensive knowledge of Hadith.® It is
reported that he possessed numerous notebooks containing ahdadith from his prominent scholars
especially al-Zahri, one of Malik’s primary teachers.® He used to advise his student lon Wahb
that “The knowledge of Hadith constitutes our religion, so consider carefully those from whom

(1) In his preference of the people of Madinah, especially the Companions, Malik was reported to say: “About so
many thousand Companions came with the Messenger of Allah...from a certain expedition at such-and-such a
time. About 10,000 of them died in Madinah, and the rest split up in the cities. Which would you prefer to
follow and whose words would you prefer to take? Those in whose presence the Prophet died with his
Companions I mentioned, or the one who died with one or two of the Companions of the Prophet...”, al-Qadi
‘Iyad, Tartib al-Madarik, 1:64.

(2) That is why he warns al-Layth that he should fear God because of having departed from it in some legal matters.
See: Malik, Al-Mudawwanah, 1:64.

(3) Ibid.
(4) Malik says: “Whenever a matter [of Islamic law] is Zahir (predominant) in Madinah and followed in ‘amal, |

do not believe that anyone has the prerogative to oppose it on the basis of the limited part of this same legacy
which they possess; this legacy which none may take for himself or lay claim to.” Al-Mudawwanah, 1:66.

(5) Ab- Zahrah, Malik, 16-17.
(6) al-Qadi ‘Iyad, Tartib al-Madarik, 1: 158.
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you take it.”(" He was conferred upon the honorary title of Amir al-Mu minin fi al-Hadith
(Commander of the Believers of Hadith) by many traditionists.?) This title is given to any
traditionist (Muhaddith) who committed a vast amount of Hadith to memory and understood
their contents well.®)

If this was the case, why then were there many sections in Muwatta’ that contain no single
hadith as observed by Burton. The answer is that according to Malik’s methodology there are
several reasons for doing so. However, the most obvious one is that most of these sections in
his book include precepts which were fundamental and well-known parts of the established
practice in Madinah, and they were sufficiently well-known and followed in practice, so for this
reason it seemed redundant and unnecessary to Malik to cite akadith about them. He believed
that the recognised practices of Madinan people do not need to be supported by textual
evidence, since they are more authoritative than an individual hadith. This belief is stated
distinctly by him in a discussion with Abt Yisuf regarding the way in which Adhan (calling
for Prayer) is performed.® Yet, when there were some less common and well-known precepts,
or there was a need to indicate the continuity over the generations of various ‘amal precepts, he
often cites legal texts (ahadith and athar).)

Contrary to what Burton assumed, it has been now made clear that Malik preferred to rely
on the practice (‘amal) of the people of Madinah and used it as a legal source because they were
based on the Prophetic Sunnah. To Malik, the original practice of the Madinan community
reflected the actual Prophetic Sunnah, so it cannot be validly opposed and that every Muslim
should follow it, as stated in his letter to al-Layth.

Origin of Hadith

Burton entirely agrees with Goldziher and Schacht that almost none of the corpus of the
Hadith is genuine, and that all that belonged to the Prophet was apocryphal materials dating
from a later period of the second century.) He believes that the issue of the purported
attribution of the ahadith to Muhammad was “courageously”, “boldly”, and “fearlessly” fronted
and tackled by Goldziher and Schacht.(’” However, he disagrees with the aforementioned
scholars regarding the issue of the ‘origin’ of these ahadith, and offers a new theory. His theory
is embedded amongst the criticisms leveled against Goldziher and Schacht in this regard and is
not found independently, therefore, it must be picked out individually and pieced together. His

(1) Ibid., 1: 123.

(2) Ibid, 1: 132.

(3) Muhammad °Ajjaj al-Khatib, Usil al-hadith ‘ulimuhu wa-mustalahih, (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr al-hadith, 1968),
446.

(4) Abt YTsuf met Malik when came to Madinah, and discussed some issues including how Adhan performed in
Madinah. Abu Yusuf noticed that Malik had not referred to a hadith. Malik then said: “This is the Adhan of
the city of the Prophet where 10,000 Companions died, and this is the Adhan we have been hearing since we
were little children and the Companions heard it themselves and the Successors heard it... so does this need a
hadith to prove it? This is asakh (sounder) in our opinion than a hadith”, Tartib, 1: 224.

(5) Ibn “‘Abd al-Barr, al-Intiga’ fi fada’il al-thalathah al-a’immah al-fugaha’ (Bayrat: Dar al-Basha’ir, 2010), 28.

(6) Hadith, xi.

(7) Ibid., xxiii.
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thesis revolves around the assumption that the origin of Hadith lies in the exegesis of the
Qur’an, therefore has to be seen as an “...academic exercise, a paper war whose raw materials
had been supplied by the exegesis of a document, the Noble Qur’an”.(!

This implies that the Prophetic Sunnah is to be seen as emerging from the effort of the
Muslims to reach an understanding of the Qur’an. If this is the case, then it must be conceded
that Hadith does spring from a primitive (Qur’an) exegesis. He says: “... Hadith at least could
be said to reach back to the first attempts to understand the book of God.”® So, the contents of
Hadith are seen by Burton “...have no historical basis”,®) but contain theoretical or ideal
elements that originated from the academic discussions on the implications of Qur’anic
verses.®) This leads him to criticise the amount of effort exerted by scholars, including
Goldziher and Schacht, to find the historical origin of Hadith.® Burton’s thesis on Hadith stems
from his previous studies of the Qur’an, and the importance he ascribes to the looming presence
of the Qur’an in all the other disciplines of Islam.

Viewing Hadith texts as rather academic exercises, Burton basically argues that they do
not refer to the actual historical practice of Muhammad or the Companions and in this sense are
not genuine. He suggests that the early exegeses and arguments which are derived from them
constitute the ancient Muslim figh (or sunnah) doctrines, that were then projected back to the
Prophet himself (PBUH), thus, documented in Hadith literature.®) This false attribution to the
Prophet, according to Burton's claim, took place in the second half of the second/eighth century,
and was due to the demand of al-Shafi‘T and other traditionists for strict documentation of the
Sunnah of the Prophet.(”)

By arguing that Hadith materials have no historical grounding, and were the product of
literary activity (i.e. fictional literature), Burton himself, however, could not escape ‘history’ in
his discussions. In his work ‘An Introduction to the Hadith’, after a promising critical theory of
the origin of the Hadith contents illustrated in the introduction, he provides a sketchy
biographical account of Muhammad and the first Muslim community in the following chapter
entitled ‘The mission of the Prophet’. Some events that occurred in the beginning of the
Prophet’s mission have been chronologically outlined. For instance, his marriage, the meetings
with the Ansar (People who embraced Islam from Madinah in the early time of Islam) in al-
‘Agabah in Makkah, and also other events in the Madinan period. ®

Burton, in his exposition of the Prophetic mission, refers explicitly to the Qur’an as if it
is the only source which could supply all the necessary information about Muhammad and his

(1) Ibid.
(2) Ibid., 181.
(3) “Those are the High-Flying Cranes”, 265.

(4) Sources, 13, 213. He also says: “...they [ahadith] sprang from the words and the lay-out of the Qur’an.” John
Burton, Kitab al-Nasikh wa-al-mansiikh li-Abr ‘Ubayd ibn sallam (Cambridge: Gibb Memorial Trust, 1987),
32.

(5) Hadith., xii.
(6) Sources, 13
(7) Ibid.

(8) Hadith, 1-16.
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Message. However, some of the historical information provided in his account was not
sufficiently clear concerning the sources from which they are taken from. For instance, there is
a mention made of a conversation that occurred between the Prophet and some people of
Madinah (al-Ansar). This conversation has been incorporated in his historical survey as
recorded by al-Bukhari in his Sakzh.() This shows that he relies on some Hadith sources to help
with making a brief historical survey of the mission of the Prophet. Yet, this is not plainly
referred to as Hadith information in his survey. In general, Burton does not show clearly in the
main text that he using non- Qur’anic data taken from other historical records, i.e. Hadith
literature. This has been noticed by some scholars such as Daniel Brown who describes Burton
in this particular point as *...disingenuous about the sources of his account”.?

The major thesis of his book is to provide a critical reading of the origins of all akadith
as illustrated in the introductory chapter. Yet, he does not engage in any critical analysis of the
historical information supplied in his outlines of the aspects of the Prophet’s life. Burton’s
historical survey was basically composed from the evidence of Hadith literature.®) The way he
demonstrates this indicates that he takes Hadith information —at least in the case of
Muhammad’s career - as not reflecting Qur’anic exegesis “...but rather, the absolute truth itself,
i.e. authentic documentation of historical events of the Prophet’s own time.”®

This will lead one to ask about the historical akadith: How were they influenced by the
Qur’anic interpretation in regard to their emergence? It seems difficult to answer this through
Burton’s theory, because there are no concrete criteria provided in Burton’s works that would
enable researchers to identify methodologically the genesis of any hadith. What could be
deduced from his approach to the subject is that if there is any mention of some Qur’anic
vocabulary or ideas in the texts of akadith they should be considered as an element of the
exegetical origin. Nonetheless, there is a considerable number of akadith that had no relation
with the interpretation of the Qur’an. This is because many of them by nature show
independence from the Qur’an and any interpretive opinions of its verses, or show that they
were not involved in exegetical or legal disputes. Actually, it seems to be difficult to apply
Burton’s theory to all genres of akadith because it does not offer a practical approach to explain
their historicity. Burton might be aware of this issue due to the fact that many akadith cited in
his book are left without explanation or critique which may leave readers to wonder why they
are cited, an issue that has been also realised by some of reviewers of his work.®

In his treatment of the genesis of akadith, Burton ignores one of the significant source
materials of Hadith, namely asanid. There are two major sources for the formative period of

(1) Hadith, 15.

(2) Daniel Brown, “Review of An Introduction to the Hadith, by John Burton,” International Journal of Middle
East Studies 31 (1999): 275.

(3) Events such as the Hijrah, some aspects of performing ‘umrah, are included in his account as described in
Sirah and Hadith sources. See: Hadith, 1-16.

(4) Uri Rubin, Review of ‘An Introduction to the Hadith’ by John Burton, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies 59 (1996): 340. See also, Uri Rubin, The Eye of the Beholder: the life of Muhammad as viewed
by the early Muslims (Princeton, NJ: Darwin Press, 1995), 189-214.

(5) See for example, Brown, “Review”, 276. As a sample of the Traditions cited by Burton and are left without
critique see Hadith, 92-103.
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Islam; transmitted texts (akadith) and the names combined with these texts (asanid). These
asanid were used by early traditionists to document the path of transmission and ultimately to
confirm the origin of the texts in question. Studying only the mutin of the Traditions is
insufficient if it is not combined with the study of asanid which may be a helpful tool to examine
the origin of akadith. There are extensive Western studies that have investigated both elements
(isnad and matn) and which see them as important pieces of evidence, and that studying them
together can give more secure judgments about the origin of akadith.") They have also
advocated, as James Robson did, the opinion that the isnad system had an early origin probably
dating back from the latter half of the first/seven century, thus, the Traditions must have
originated earlier than that.””) Nevertheless, Burton considers the system of isnad as a literary
device which was fashioned as a whole to respond to the demands of the Tradition movement;
to attribute akadith to the Prophet in the late second/eighth century.®) One wonders how he
arrived at this negative conclusion concerning asanid. 1t is not self-evident. He neither provides
any detailed discussions related to the practice of attaching an isnad to a hadith, nor does he
engage in any type of critical analysis of a group of asanid.”) As a result, it could be difficult
for his broad judgment about isnad to be accepted or justified.

Tackling the issue of the origin of Hadith texts, one should incorporate more and different
types of historical sources and critically analyse them in order to reach secure judgments. If
these different sources are not considered, we will be left with only one source of evidence, i.e.
the texts of the Traditions themselves. Scholars such as Goldziher, Wansbrough and Burton,
who limited their investigations to the texts, were faced with the problem of dating akadith
solely on one type of historical source, hence, their conclusions usually tend to be very general,
speculative, and arbitrary.®

To avoid such conclusions, two types of historical sources should be utilised which are
neglected by Burton in his study of Hadith: 1) internal sources which include the works of
Muslims 2) external sources which include the works of non-Muslims. These historical sources
date back to the first 150 years of Islam. This period of time is called by Burton the ‘gap era’
because, as he believes, the earliest works of Islamic literature reached us, apart from the

(1) Motzki, Hadith, xxxv.

(2) See for example: Josef Horovitz, “Alter und Ursprung des Isnad”, Der Islam 8 (1918), 128-47. A translation
of this article is found in 'Hadith' ed. H. Motzki under the title ‘Further on the origin of Isnad’, 159-162; Johann
Fueck, “The Role of Traditionalism in Islam,” in Hadith, ed. H. Motzki, 3-26; Nabia Abbott, Studies in Arabic
Literary Papyri: Quranic Commentary and Tradition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1967), 2: 1-15,
72; Fuat Sezgin, “Hadith” in his Geschichte Des Arabischen Schrifttums [History of Arabic Scholarly
Writings] (Leiden: Brill, 1967) 1: 53-223; James Robson, “The Isnad in Muslim Tradition”, Transactions of
the Glasgow University Oriental Society, 15 (1953), 15-26; Lawrence 1. Conrad, “Portents of the Hour: Hadith
and History in the First Century AH” in papers presented at the colloquium on Hadith and history, Cambridge
1986.

(3) Sources, 13.

(4) His judgment perhaps is inspired by Schacht’s investigation of the asanid. Burton states: “Schacht’s brilliant
investigations have shown that the attribution [isnad] itself was an innovation called into being at successive
stages in the development of a prolonged and many-sided polemic waged between the scholarly representatives
of the ancient Islamic communities of Iraq and Hijaz.” Hadith, xx.

(5) Motzki, “The Question of the Authenticity of the Muslim Traditions Reconsidered,” in Herbert Berg (ed.)
Method and Theory in the Studies of Islamic Origins (Leiden: Brill, 2003): 243-44.
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Qur’an, dated after the mid-second/eighth century,(!) an opinion that could be proved invalid as
will be shown soon. Therefore, it is essential to use any type of source that emerged during this
era to evaluate Burton’s judgment about the genesis of Hadith.

In terms of internal sources, earlier we used some early non-legal books that cited some
ahadith such as Kitab al-‘Aayn by the philologist al-Farahidi (d. ca. 160/776), and this time we
will use purely Hadith works that originated in the first half of the second/eighth century, i.e.
before Malik’s Muwatta’ which was, according to Burton, the “...first expression known to

us...of ‘Islamic consciousness’.”?

According to recent discoveries, a number of Hadith manuscripts have been found and
edited. Among them were some of the earliest Hadith collections. For instance:

Sahifa of Hmmam b. Munabbih (d. 110/728) )

It is conceivably one of the earliest known Hadith collections. It contains 138 traditions
narrated by Ibn Munabbih from his shaykh Abt Hurayrah (b. 57/676), the Prophet’s
Companion, and is believed to “...have been written around the mid-first/seventh century.”®
These 138 ahadith were witnessed in later Hadith collections such as Sahih of al-Bukhari and
Sahih of Muslim, which contain 98 ahadith of them, and almost all of the Sahifa’s ahadith are
found in the Musnad of Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241/855). Using this Sakifa as a ‘control group’,
R. Marston Speight compared between its ahadith and about the 1500 variant readings of the
same ahadith found in the collections of Ibn Hanbal (Musnad), al- Bukhari (Sakik), and Muslim
(Sahih) which all date from third/ninth century. Speight observes:

...the texts in Hammam and those recorded in Ibn Hanbal, Bukhari and Muslim with the
same isnad show almost complete identity, except for a few omissions and interpolations
which do not affect the sense of the reports.®

He further comments:

“...I have found practically no sign of careless or deceptive practices in the variant texts
common to the Sahifa of Hmmam b. Munabbih.”©®

Fourteen early Hadith papyri: These 14 early documents containing akadith were edited
and painstakingly analysed by the prominent scholar Nabia Abbott. She studied the documents
in relation to many works on Hadith, e.g. ‘Ulum al-hadith (the sciences of Hadith) and the

(1) Sources, ii.
(2) Ibid., vii.
(3) It was edited by Muhammad Hamidullah and published under the title Sahifa of Hmmam b. Munabbih: The

Earliest Extant Work on the Hadith in 1960. The book is a critical edition of two manuscripts that were
discovered; one in a Damascus (Zahiriyya library) and the other in Berlin library.

(4) Muhammad Abdul Rauf, Hadith literature — I: The Development of the Science of Hadith’ in Arabic Literature
to The End of Ummayyad Period, A. F. L. Beeston...et al (eds.) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1983), 272.

(5) R. M. Speight, “A Look at Variant Readings in The Hadith”, Der Islam, 77 (2000), 170.
(6) Ibid., 174.
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standard Hadith collections. One of the papyri was on a Qur’anic commentary based on akadith
by Mugatil b. Sulayman al-Balkhi (d. 150/767). Her analysis of the contents and asanid found
in the papyri lead her to conclude that:

[...]Joral and written Tradition went hand in hand almost from the start, that traditions
traced to the Prophet by his Companions and their Successors were, as a rule,
scrupulously scrutinized at each step of the transmission.("

This is to show that the writing down of Hadith was not a late development, but it began
with the Companions of the Prophet.® Regarding the value of Nabia’s study, it is considered,
according to the Harvard University scholar John Alden Williams, to be “...the most important
Orientalist scholarship on Hadith since...Ignaz Goldziher, and is of a level scarcely
encountered in these times”.®) James Robson also praises her work, seeing it as not merely an
important contribution to the Hadith subject, but also as a ““...model of how such work should
be done”.™ The majority of ahadith contained in the papyri was also found in the major third-
century collections of the Sunnah.

A conclusion can be drawn from such studies of Marston Speight on Sahifa of Hmmam,
and Abbott on the 14 Papyri is that the earliest Hadith collections and manuscripts were adapted
in the larger compilations later. As far as the authenticity of the above Hadith materials, scholars
who studied them show that they came from the period which are ascribed to, i.e. authorities in
the first/seventh century. This also shows that what is suggested by Burton that akadith became
associated to the Prophet only towards 200/815 is not correct, otherwise, the akadith materials
mentioned earlier which combined at the beginning of the second/eighth century would not be
related to the Prophet. Regarding these materials, Burton does not mention any of these early
sources E); the studies conducted on them. It is not clear why he does not make any reference
to them.©

The other type of source is the writings of non-Muslims, such as early Christian literature.
Medieval Christian writings (dating from 1/622-200/815) on Prophet Muhammad and Muslims
are used here as external sources to the Muslim accounts of early Islam. It is found that in some
of these writings the practices of the early Muslims were recorded. This is an important point
for our task because they will help us to know whether the traditional Muslim views of the
significance of the Prophet’s Sunnah in the first century of Islam can be historically attested by
early non-Muslim accounts in order to see if the Traditions (akadith) originated from historical
reality.

By consulting some early Christian sources, it is found that early Christians realised that
Muhammad was not only a prophet but a lawgiver. Writing in the year 67/686, John bar

(1) Abbott, Studies, 2.

(2) John Alden Williams, “Review of Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri. II: Qur’anic Commentary and Traditions
by Nabia Abbott”, Journal of the American Oriental Society, 93, (1973), 102.

(3) Ibid., 102,

(4) James Robson, “Review of Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri. II: Qur’anic Commentary and Traditions by
Nabia Abbott”, Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 27 (1968), 144.

(5) Burton is mostly concerned with the works of Goldziher and Schacht and rarely refers to other scholars in his
discussions.
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Penkaye, a monk of northern Mesopotamia, calls Muhammad (PBUH) a ‘guide’ and
‘instructor’ for his people. About the Arabs he observes that:

They [Arabs] had received, as | said, from the man who was their guide [Muhammad],
an order in favour of the Christians and the monks...they were so attached to the tradition
of Muhammad who was their leader, that they inflicted the death penalty on anyone who
seemed not to obey his commands.(")

The expression “the tradition of Muhammad” used by John bar Penkaye may suggest
something like a defined corpus of rulings was handed down, but most likely John is simply
passing on the message given out by the Muslims themselves that they adhered to the example
of their Prophet.

Also, John of Damascus (d. 131/749) gives an example of some of the laws which
Muhammad (PBUH) endorsed for his followers. He states:

He [Muhammad] prescribed that they be circumcised, women as well, and he commanded
neither to observe the Sabbath nor to be baptised, to eat those things forbidden in the law
and to abstain from others. Drinking of wine he forbade absolutely.®

Moreover, in ‘The Zuquin Chronicler’ by Dionysus of Tel Mahre (d. 233/848), who
incorporated some information from earlier Christians sources, a description of the emergence
of Muhammad and the Arab conquest of Syria was provided. What concerns us here is his
observation of Muslims in his historical account up until the year 98/717. In it, he remarks that
Muhammad (PBUH) “...laid down laws for them [i.e. Arabs]”.®®) He also states that any law
instituted by Muhammad (PBUH) “...they hold to it saying: ‘This was appointed by the Prophet
and Messenger of God, and moreover, it was charged to him thus by God’.”® It could be
adduced that it was important for early Muslims to act upon the Prophetic legal orders, and this
fact was obvious even to non-Muslims who noticed this adherence through their interaction
with the Muslims.

There is also another testimony regarding an aspect of the Sunnabh is referred to in such
sources. It is about the giblah (direction) where Muslims face in prayer. They face towards al-
Ka‘bah in Makkah, and this is found in first/seven century writings of Jacob, bishop of Edessa
(d. 89/708). In response to a question about why the Jews pray facing toward the south, Jacob
includes the giblah of the Muslims. In his answer he states the following fact:

(1) John bar Penkay, Ktaba Rrish melle [Summary of World History], book 15, [online version:
http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/john_bar_penkaye_history 15 trans.htm#Book14]. Sebastian Brock
translated some passages from book 14 which are related to the rise of Islam into English in his article “North
Mesopotamia in the Late Seventh Century: Book XV of John Bar Penkaye’s Rish Melle”, Jerusalem Studies
in Arabic and Islam, 9 (1987), 51-75.

(2) See his chapter on Islam in his book De Haeresibus which has been edited and translated by Daniel J. Sahas
in John of Damascus on Islam: The ‘Heresy of the Ishmaelites’ (Leiden: Brill, 1972), 139.

(3) Dionysius of Tel-Mahre, The Zugnin Chronicle, translated by Witold Witakowski (Uppsala: Studia Semitica
Upsaliensia, 1987), 149-50.

(4) Ibid.
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The Jews who live in Egypt, and also the Muslims there, as | saw with my own

eyes...prayed toward the east...the Jews towards Jerusalem and the Muslims towards the
Ka‘bah.!)

Direction in prayer, according to Hadith literature, is a serious matter. It is highly
significant on the level of identity and belief. Early Muslims perceived it as a sign of wala’
(allegiance) to Islam. Their slogan was “Whoever prays like us, faces our giblah, and eats our
slaughtered animals is a Muslim and under the protection of Allah and His Apostle.”® The
Muslim community is always termed the ‘people of the giblah’.®)

From these early-dated texts above, Muslims were depicted by non-Muslim writers of the
first/seventh and early second/eighth century as the followers of Muhammad who was their
‘guide’ and ‘instructor’ whose ‘traditions’ and ‘laws’ they fiercely upheld. Furthermore, some
aspects of the Prophet’s teachings such as circumcision (khitan) was practised by the early
Muslims, and this sort of teaching is not documented in the Qur’an, but it is found in the
Prophetic Traditions.) Robert Hoyland from his studies of some seventh and eighth-century
Christian and Jewish texts, written in Syriac and other ancient languages, has concluded that
the image of Muhammad as a guide and legislator who laid down laws which were implemented
by his followers was very common in Christian writings which sometimes are coloured with
polemical undertones as the conquests were still fresh in their minds.®)

Concerning the historical grounding of the Hadith, it can be said that non-Muslim texts
emphasise Muhammad’s centrality for the early Muslims, and they provide some form of
corroboration of Muslim accounts which reflect the historical reality of the first-century
Muslims and their attachment to the Sunnah. Therefore, it would be difficult to agree with
Burton’s argument about the origin of the Sunnah, assuming it was not historical but fictional.

Conclusion

The key arguments of Burton concerning Hadith have been critically assessed, and we
can conclude with the following points:

1- Burton Believes that the concept of the Sunnah was not in associated with the practice of
the Prophet but emerged after the establishment of al-Shafi‘1’s legal theory for the sources
of Islamic Law in the late second/eighth century. However, our discussion proves the
opposite of his claim based on numerous pre-literary phase materials and textual evidence
of non-legal sources. They show that Sunnah and Hadith were familiar terms to early
Muslims who used to refer to the Prophetic Traditions and practices.

(1) Jacob of Edessa, Letter to John the Stylite, summarised and translated by William Wright in the Catalogue of
Syriac Manuscripts in the British Museum acquired since the year 1838 (London, 1871), 2: 603.

(2) Mukhtar Sahih al-Bukhari, (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1987), 1: 153.

(3) Tafsir Sufyan al-Thawri, (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1982), 1: 134.

(4) Abt Hurayrah reported that Prophet Muhammad said: “Five are the acts of F#ra [human nature]: circumcision,
shaving the pubic hair, clipping the moustache, trimming the nails, plucking the hair under the armpits” Sahih
Muslim; (1: 221).

(5) Robert G. Hoyland, “The Earliest Christian Writings on Muhammad: An Appraisal”, in The Biography of
Muhammad: The Issue of Sources, ed. H. Motzki (Leiden: Brill, 2000), 284-85.
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The study shows how significant the Sunnah was as it was acted upon by all Muslims;
proof of early use and understanding of the ‘Sunnah of the Prophet’ since the early days
of Islam.

Burton advanced his argument about the concept of the Sunnah in early Islam by referring
to its use in the Muwatta’ of Malik, claiming the figh in Muwatta’ was established on the
Madinan ‘amal which had nothing to do with the Prophet’s practice. By examining the
works and methodology of Malik, it is demonstrated that Malik relied upon the ‘amal
(practice) of the people of Madinah on his legal judgments because he believed their
actions and legal decisions were based on the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) who died
among them. This was plainly illustrated in a letter he sent to one of his students.

The central theme of Burton’s theory presupposes that the majority of the ahadith
attributed to the Prophet originated in the demands of Qur’anic exegesis which formed
the figh doctrines of ancient schools of law for the first 150 years. Regarding this point,
Burton again fails to pay attention to the early sources which originated before 150/767
which Schacht, whose arguments largely influenced Burton, did not have a chance to
study. A few early Hadith materials were unearthed during the last century and were
studied by some prominent scholars such as Nabia Abott and Harald Motzki whose
analyses of the contents of the Hadith contained in these materials indicate the high
probability of their authenticity and historicity. Other sources which prove this fact were
the non-Muslim writings which originated in the first/seventh century that clearly
described the significance of the Sunnah of Muhammad to the Muslims who interacted
with at that time. This shows that Hadith in general have a valid historical basis.

The findings of the study of John Burton concerning Hadith are formed on modest and
weak assumptions. One of the major drawbacks of his study is that he did not take into
consideration other historical sources, such as isnad. He limited his analysis to only the
texts of the Traditions, and ignored the significance of the asanid attached to them, and
other early historical materials.

Hadith collections consist of two parts; matn (text) and isnad (chain of narrators), which
are both considered to be historical sources and pieces of evidence that should be
examined.

Burton ignored some other historical sources, especially those from non-Muslims. These
are also historical evidence, and disregarding any of them raises the risk of unreliable
conclusions. This is because it is a general principle of scholarly research that as much
evidence should be examined as possible.("
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