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Abstract. the significance of this study isto highlight the high rate of
spinster hood thistrend had major media exposure. Accordingly there
isa need to have to increase awar eness through academic approach to

study thistrend

Sahar Ali aljawhara
Assistant Professor and Supervisor of the Department of Sociology
And Social Work - College of Arts and Humanities
King Abdulaziz University

Abstract. the importance of this study rises from the high rate of this trend and the gap of knowledge from
previous research and studies that did not have enough attention on the behavioral factors related to
spinsterhood and delayed marriage from student point of view.

1- Increased awareness about women rights hence reflects its impact on the community

2- The consequences of the spinsterhood and delayed marriage and its effect on social problems and the
development and growth of the community

3- The beneficia outcome of the study in reaching various solutions to deal with the issue of
spinsterhood

A. ldentify main personal factors related to spinsterhood and delayed marriage

B. Detect suggested solutions to overcome spinsterhood and delayed marriage

The study have raised numerous queries, the main query of the study:

e What are main personal factors related to spinsterhood and delayed marriage?

Subqueries are:

e Toidentify the psychological factors related to spinsterhood and delayed marriage from students point
of view

e To highlight the physical factors related to spinsterhood and delayed marriage from student point of
view

o Toidentify the menta factors linked to spinsterhood and delayed marriage from student point of view

e Toidentify the social factors associated with spinsterhood and delayed marriage from student point of
view

The study have proven the queries of the study and reached the following suggested recommendations
and solutions:

o Adjust young girls’ patternsand behavior towards marriage and decrease expectation and ambition

e Adjust young boys’ patterns and behavior towards marriage and to focus on morals and religious
teaching as well aslimit their expectations

e Adjust families’ patterns and behavior towards marriage and to advise them have balanced
engagement expenses and marriage dowry.

e Design courses, seminars and lectures in universities and research facilities regarding spinsterhood
and delayed marriage and its effects on community and society

e Establish funds and long-term loans for young boys to support them with marriage expenses
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Problems facing Practicum studentsin Special Education Department-
Mental Impairment: Field Study in Majmaah University

Grehan Farid Saber Ellkany

Assistant professor of special Education
College of Education, Majmaah University

Abstract. the study aimed at identifying the problems facing and reported practicum students in Special
Education Department- Mental Impairment. Participants were 25 female students in Mg maah university
enrolled in Specia Education Department. The study adopted the survey to collect data and the
descriptive method to report the problems. Results indicated that participants quite agree upon the
problem facing practicum students with average 2.22 out of 3. The problems reported by students was
ordered according to the means of students responses; the professional preparation problems was in the
first level with means 2.25, the problems related to the class teacher was in the second level with means
2.22 and the problems related to school administration was in the third level with means 2.18. The final
level was the problems related to the academic advisory with means 2.02. In light of results, the study
recommends considering first the practical aspects of planning and teaching the mental impairment
courses, second the micro-practicum that helps to solve professional problems, third more investigations
to evaluate practicum programs in Mental Impairment department, and finally drawing the attention of
experts in Special Education-Mental-impairment in particular- to reconsider practicum to solve these
different problems and improve the target outcomes.

Keywords: female practicum students, mental impairment, practicum, problem of practicum
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8. WZKM = Wiener Zeitschrift fur die
Kunde des Morgenlandes, Vienna.
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Marriage (marriage) participation in old Yemen
An analytical study "

Najwa Muhammad Ikram

Umm Al Qura University

Abstract. this paper is an analytical study of the Polyandry Marriage in Arabia Felix. Uncommon form of
marriage such as polyandry marriage, were have been known among the Arabs in ancient era. Polyandry
was a form of marriage in which a woman was married to several men at the same time.

The paper shed the light on the disagreement between the scholars about this kind of marriage whether it
was well-known and, as well as, was widespread, or the opposite. However, the writer, based on several
Sabaean Inscription, emphasize that cases of polyandry Marriage have been occurred in Arabia Felix, but
it was not a conventional or familiar marriage, as well as rare and limited.
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The rule of “considering the future” in the approach of ijtihad with
Sheikh Al Saadi, may God have mercy on him.

Professor. Mesfer Ali Mohammed al Qahtani

Professor at the Department of Islamic and Arabic
Studies — College of Humanities
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals.

Abstract. the contemplator of the method of Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al-Saadi, may God have mercy on
him find great care in the application of jurisprudence developments, including what is going on the wise
Sharia, absorbing the understanding of fundamentalists in the methods of reasoning and envisaged the
purposes of rational download in the reality of society, away from the necessity of the doctrinal tradition,
informed by the tools of consideration decided by scientists , Making it a great world. His interest in the
rule of jurisprudence of the future indicate a profound jurisprudence manifested in a number of
contemporary jurisprudence issues, as he worked in this rule in his consideration of the rules of the near
such as lifting embarrassment and cultivate controversy.
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Reciting Aban Bin Thalb with approval and disagreement and
its effect on interpretation

Dr. Mohammad Ahmad Mohammad binmuaed Alhawash
Associate Professor in College of Sharia and
Principles of Islamic Religion

Abstract. 1t includes an introduction¢ two topics and a conclusion¢ I spoke in the introductionOn the
definition of the science of readings and its importance« then I explained in the first topic the definition of
anomalous readings language and idiomlt was created and written down« the most important works in it
the readers ’flags in it¢ and the ruling on invoking them in rulings¢ interpretation<And she added with a
brief definition of Aban bin Thalb¢ in which I mentioned his birth¢ his upbringing« his works« his elders¢
and his disciples.Then it was concluded with the second and final research¢ in which the recited
recitations were collected on the authority of Aban Bin Thalb in Surat Al-Fatihah¢ Al-Bagarah¢ and the
Imran familyIndicating what the public agreed with¢ or disagreed with¢ and the effect of that on the
interpretation¢ Then the conclusion includes: the most important results and recommendations« the proven
sources and references« then the indexes.

key words: Narration - Abban- Bin Taghlib - Readings- Holly Qur'an.
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Consider the Qur'anic context by interpreters when weighting and
weakening judgements

Dr. Rogayah bint Mohammed Al-Atiq

Associate Professor of Interpretation and Quranic sciences
Princess Noura Bint Abdulrahma University
Islamic Studies Department College of Art

Abstract. all praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and prayers be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family and companions, and to those who followed them with charity until the Day of Judgements. This
research, entitled "Consider the Qur'anic context by interpreters when weighting and weakening
judgements" " which aims to clarify what is meant by the Qur'anic context, and illustrate the importance
of the Qur'anic context and the concern of the interpreters. Additionally, their methods of weighting and
weakening considering the Qur'anic context. Its importance lies in the fact that the Qur'anic context is
outlines the overall , weighted for certain possibilities , confirms the explanations and reveals many
suspicions. The research consists of an introduction and two topics. The introduction includes the
research problem, its objectives, previous studies , the researcher methodology and its plan. In the first
topic the researcher talked about the definition and importance of context. The researcher divided the first
topic into two parts. The first part define the Qur'anic context, while the second part talk about the
importance of the context and the concern of its interpreters. In the second topics the researcher talked
about the Qur'anic context and considered it to be weighted and weakened by the interpreters. The
researcher divided the second topic into two parts. The first part defines the weighting and the weakness
and their meaning to the interpreters. Moreover, the methods of interpreters in the weighting and
weakening considering to the Qur'anic context. Then the researcher concluded with a conclusion by
mention the importance of results and recommendations, and table of content .

Key words : Qur'anic context, weighting ,weakening and interpreters
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Mental Suspicions For Aljahmiyh On Determinism and Invalidated

Dr. Khayria Mohammed Alqahtani
Assistant Professor
Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University
Islamic Studies Dept..,College of Arts

Abstract. this search discusses the mental suspicions for Al-Jahmiyh which was based on establishing the
doctrine of determinism. The doctrine of determinism is an important issue that concerns the judiciary
and destiny in the Islamic faith. This issue occupied minds of people in both ancient and modern life. This
resulted in variation of their opinions and doctrines in relation to this issue. After I clarified the concept of
determinism in the acts of people, I presented narrative and rational evidences of Aljahmiyh and their
opinion in this issue. In this research, I explained the meaning of the concept of determinism in the acts of
slaves and then presented to the evidence of mental importance and their views on this issue , I discussed
and analyzed that evidence in order to invalidate it and to explain the right doctrine in this matter, which
is supported by transport and supported by reason .Then I concluded this study with the most important
results reached by me.

Key Words: Mental- Suspicions- Aljahmiyh- Determinism — Invalidated- Acts of servants- Fate and
destiny- Earning- Freedom and choice .
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Impact of Relativity on Some Beliefs; Presentation and Criticism:

Asma Salem Ahmed bin Afif
Co-Professor, Doctrine And Contemporary
Schools of Intellect, Shareea’h And Islamic Studies
King Abdulaziz University / Jeddah

Abstract. the study of Impact of Relativity on Some Beliefs; Presentation and Criticism has discussed the
broad acceptance that Relativity has encountered not only for researchers in the natural sciences, but also
for those interested in religion as monks and warriors of atheism considered it to be an advocate of
religion and belief in the existence of God (Allah).

Relativity has also become popular among those interested in research in Islamic sciences as they began
to interpret the verses of the Koran and the Prophet's Hadiths and some of the unseen and beliefs through
the findings of Relativity.

The study tries to discuss this orientation and its impact on beliefs and assumptions and to show the
correct face in dealing with beliefs and unseen.

The research has included: an introduction and three chapters, within the introduction, the researcher has
pointed out the importance of the research topic, the reasons why it has been chosen and the research
methodology.

The first chapter has introduced Albert Einstein of the Relativity Theory: his life, his perspective with
regards to the Relativity Theory and the rules of this theory.

In the second chapter, the research has discussed the approaches of some of the Muslim scientists and
intellectuals.

Within the third chapter, the research has criticized the perspective of some scientists and intellectuals
which states the Relativity Theory among some of the beliefs according to the doctrine of the Sunnis, as it
includes some demands:

The first demand discusses the predecessors rule in regards to handling occult matters.

The second one is: The rebuttal to scientists preaching of matching the Relativity Theory with The
Believing in Angels Doctrine.

And the third is: The rebuttal to scientists preaching of matching the Relativity Theory with the
manifestation of the prophets's Miracles.

Finally, the conclusion addressed the main findings and recommendations of the study.
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Later on, the auxiliary is merged in T which has another set of uninterpretable ¢ features, but no
EPP feature. This entails that there is no movement to Spec TP and the auxiliary can either agree
with the first conjunct or with the whole conjunction. This what derives (35a) above. As for (35b),
the key assumption is that both Asp and T have EPP features which requires the conjoined DP to
raise to Spec AspP and then to Spec TP. The verb in AspP and the auxiliary in T enter a separate
agree relationship with the full conjunction to satisfy their EPP features.

5. Conclusion

We have discussed in this paper subject-verb agreement patterns in coordinated structures and the
mechanisms by which first conjunct agreement operates in HA. We have shown that HA, similarly
to other modern Arabic varieties, offers FCA optionality when coordinated subjects appear post-
verbally. We have argued that the data in HA can be best accounted for under Crone’s (2017)
analysis which relies on employing some general constraints on the operation AGREE and the
operation MOVE and on the interaction between them. We have also provided evidence that other
recent minimalist analyses that treats FCA in terms of late MERGE or decomposed MERGE are
inadequate to account for the data in HA.
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We turn now to discuss the derivation of clauses containing both an auxiliary and a main verb. As
discussed in section 2.2, the phenomenon of mixed agreement occurs when the auxiliary precedes,
and the main verb follows, the coordinated subject. In such cases, the auxiliary may realize FCA or
full agreement, whereas the main verb always realizes full agreement as shown in (35) repeated
from (15) above. Theoretically, this means that, unless a constraint prevents it, the EPP feature on T
can be satisfied by moving one of these two elements to spec-TP. Luckily, the above two
constraints will insure that only the ConjP moves to Spec-TP. Moving the first conjunct will violate
the CSC. Thus, in order for the EPP feature to be satisfied, T has to agree with the ConjP only. This
results in the movement of the ConjP to spec-TP, and hence full agreement is realized as sketched
in (34).

(35) a. kaan/kaanuu Cali w ?ahmad yadrusuun  fi harfard (HA)
be.PST-3.M.SG /-3.M.PL  Ali and Ahmad study.3.M.PL in Harvard
b. Cali w ?ahmad kaanuu  yadrusuun  fi harfard
Ali and Ahmad be.3.M.PL study.3.M.PL in Harvard
‘Ali and Ahmad were studying at Harvard.’

To account for mixed agreement constructions, we assume following Crones (2017) that they
involve two different AGREE relations. Given that the main verb is located in Asp when there is an
auxiliary present, Asp serves as a probe by virtue of having uninterpretable ¢ features and an
uninterpretable EPP feature. The probe locates two potential goals in its domain: the ConjP and the
first conjunct. However, the two above-discussed constraints on movement apply here too, which
ensures that Asp agrees with the whole conjunction to satisfy its EPP feature. Note that AGREE is a
prerequisite for movement of ConjP to Spec-AspP and that movement of the first conjunct is
blocked by the CSC. This agreement relation yields the realization of full agreement on the main
verb. Consider the structure in (36).

(36) AspP
ConjP Asp'
Asp =
[u-features+ E\P /vp\
." adnLuun ||‘ ConjP V'
: y ‘.. [@-features]
" Dpl/\ . /\
)(\_ o=t Conj yadrus- VP

Ali & DP> yadrus fi harvard
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two potential goals to agree with: either the whole conjunction phrase (ConjP) or the first conjunct
(the DP)) since both are equally local to T. It should be noted here that Crone assumes that the
coordinated subject is located in Spec-AspP. This agreement relation results in either FCA or full
agreement as illustrated in (33) below. In accordance with (31d), agreement between T and the
second conjunct is blocked since the first conjunct asymmetrically c-commands the second.

(33) °

. [u-features]
I’/I’I ’ ~ \‘ /\
k ConjP

\
daras/darasuu
1

" [o-features]
:, \\ b Pl/\ /\

N Conj' VP
\ so_ [p-features]
AN i | /\ /\
. [ - N P
><< Ali & DP; daras fi harvard
e wq Fatimah

On the other hand, the absence of FCA in SV constructions like (30) above relies on two
constraints: the Coordinate Structure Constraint (CSC) of Ross (1967)° and another constraint on
movement requiring the operation MOVE to accompany AGREE (Chomsky, 2000).” A key
assumption in the derivation of SV constructions is that the probe T has an EPP feature besides its
uninterpretable features, unlike the case in VS constructions. As seen in (33), the probe T can agree
with either the whole conjunction phrase (ConjP) or with the first conjunct (DP;) by virtue of both

being equally local to it.

(34)

® The Coordination Structure Constraint states that ‘in a coordination structure, no conjunct may be moved, nor may any element contained in a

conjunct be moved out of the conjunct’ (Ross,1967:161)
7 Given that Chomsky in recent work (2004,2007,2008) sees MOVE as Internal MERGE, it must apply to the same elements as ordinary Merge.
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(31) A functional head F (the “probe”) agrees with a node X (the “goal”) iff:
a. F has uninterpretable ¢ features (u¢ features).
b. X has interpretable ¢ features.
c. F c-commands X.
d. There is no node Y such that F c-commands Y, Y asymmetrically c-commands
X, and Y has interpretable ¢ features.

Furthermore, we assume that HA has the same clause structure suggested by Tucker (2011) for
MSA. Verbs originate in V and then moves in a successive-cyclic fashion through v and AspP into
T. Subjects, on the other hand, are base generated in spec-vP and then raise to a higher position:
either Spec-AspP or spec-TP. A part of this clause structure that is relevant to our analysis is
sketched in (32).

(32)

Note that Tucker (2011) assumes an additional functional phrase AspP between vP and TP. Tucker
(2011) provides a number of arguments for the existence of AspP in the clause structure of Arabic,
but we are not going to discuss them here for reasons of space and complexity. However, the
existence of AspP is crucial to Crone’s (2017) analysis, and so to ours, since it accounts for cases
involving mixed agreement, where there is an auxiliary realizing FCA and a main verb realizing full
agreement within the same clause. Thus, when an auxiliary appears in the structure, it will be
merged in T and the verb moves to Asp. We will return later to the analysis of sentences containing
auxiliaries. Let us now consider the analysis of sentences containing just a lexical verb with no
auxiliary.

Under Crone’s (2017) analysis, the optionality of FCA as in (29) follows from a locality constraint
on AGREE that requires both the coordinated phrase (ConjP) and its first conjunct (DP;) to be
equally local to a c-commanding head (a probe). Both the first conjunct and its maximal projection
have interpretable ¢-features and neither of them asymmetrically c-commands the other. Given that
in (32) verbs move from V to T if no auxiliary is present, T serves as a probe by virtue of having
uninterpretable ¢-features which searches for an appropriate goal in its local domain. T will locate
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As for SV order, Larson’s (2013) account for agreement is quite different from that of Soltan
(2007). He assumes that the coordinated subject moves to Spec-TP after having undergone both
Concatenate and Label. Recall that only full agreement (plural) is possible in SV order. Therefore,
the coordinated subject by virtue of being labelled, it becomes accessible for further operations, and
hence it agrees fully with verb and moves to Spec-TP.

However, Crone (2017) argues against Soltan’s (2007) and Larson’s (2013) analyses on the basis
that they fail to account for cases of ‘mixed agreement’ in LA, where there is an auxiliary realizing
FCA and a main verb realizing full agreement within the same clause. As discussed above, mixed
agreement exists also in HA (cf. examples (15a-c) above). Therefore, we have the same reason to
argue that neither of the above analyses is adequate to account for the data in HA. Crone (2017)
proposes an alternative analysis of FCA, drawing on data from LA, which mainly relies on
interaction between independently motivated constraints on the operation AGREE

(29) daras/darasuu [fali w faTima-h] fi harfard. (HA)
studied.3.M.SG/studied.3.PL Ali  and Fatima-F in Harvard
‘Ali and Fatima studied at Harvard.’

(30) [Sali w faTima-h] darasuu/*daras fi harfard.
Ali  and Fatima-F studied.3.PL/studied.3.M.SG in Harvard

‘Ali and Fatima studied at Harvard.’

and on the operation MOVE.* The optionality of FCA follows from a locality constraint on AGREE
that requires both the coordinated phrase (ConjP) and its first conjunct (DP;) to be equally local to a
c-commanding head (a probe). The absence of FCA in SV order follows from two constraints on
the operation MOVE (namely: MOVE must combine AGREE (Chomsky, 2000) and the Coordinate
Structure Constraint (Ross 1967)). More details of Crone’s analysis will be discussed in the
following section where we develop an analysis of FCA in HA along its lines. We believe that his
analysis of FCA in LA can be adapted with minor changes of details to account for the data in HA.

4. Possible analysis

As discussed above, coordinated subjects in HA may appear either pre-verbally or post-verbally as
the case in all varieties of Arabic. If they appear post-verbally, either FCA or full agreement with
the verb is realized (29). If

they appear pre-verbally, only full agreement is realized (30).

Since Chomsky (2000) agreement is seen as a reflex of the application of an operation AGREE which
establishes a syntactic relation (i.e. agreement or Case checking) between two elements: a Probe (o)
and a Goal (). We assume that AGREE has the following definition provided by Crone (2017:183)
which roughly follows Chomsky (2000, 2001)’:

* Crone (2017) adopts an analysis previously proposed for FCA in Hebrew (Doron, 2000), Bavarian (van Koppen, 2008; Walkow, 2013) and Dutch
(van Koppen, 2012).

> Crone’s (2017) does not follow Chomsky (2000, 2001) in assuming the ‘activity condition’ which requires the goal to have some uninterpretable
features (normally structural Case) which renders it active (i.e. able to implement Agree operation).
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Larson (2013) points out that in most cases these sub-operations follow each other immediately, but
not in the case of adjuncts. Sometimes, when an adjunct is not necessary to the derivation, it does
not have to undergo Label immediately after Concatenate. It may remain unlabelled for a while,
which will make it invisible to further operations targeting its host phrase such as AGREE or MOVE.
Now, recall that Larson assumes an adjunction structure for coordinated phrases like the one in (22)
above. Thus, under his analysis, FCA occurs when both the first conjunct (the DP) and the adjunct
phrase (the conjunction head + the second conjunct) undergo Concatenate, but not Label yet. Since
the resulting concatenation is not labelled yet, it will not count as a constituent. Therefore, when T
enters into the derivation and AGREE operates, the only appropriate goal the probe T can locate in its
domain would be the first conjunct. This results in FCA between the verb with the post-verbal
subject as the structure in (27) shows. On the other hand, if the coordinated subject has undergone
both Concatenate and Label, then it will be recognized as a proper coordination that forms a
constituent. This results in full agreement between the verb with the post-verbal subject as in (28).

(27) FCA when the coordinated subject has undergone Concatenate, but not Label:
P

(28) Full agreement when the coordinated subject has undergone both Concatenate

and Label:
TP
/\
T VP
/\
DP A4
/\
D &P

/\

& DP->
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merge’ which divides the central syntactic operation MERGE into two sub-operations:
CONCATENATE and LABEL.’ Concatenate is the operation that takes two syntactic elements and
combines them into a complex of units (26a), whereas the operation Label chooses one the
concatenated elements to act as the label of that complex, making it atomic itself (26b). Larson
(2013) points out that in most cases these sub-operations follow each other immediately, but not in
the case of adjuncts. Sometimes, when an adjunct is not necessary to the derivation, it does not have
to undergo Label immediately after Concatenate. It may remain unlabelled for a while, which will
make it invisible to further operations targeting its host phrase such as AGREE or MOVE.

(26) Decomposed merge:

4 Concatenate(X, Y) —» XP YP [XP YP]
b. Label(X, [XP YP]) —> XP [xr X YP]
X YP

Larson (2013:618)

Now, recall that Larson assumes an adjunction structure for coordinated phrases like the one in (22)
above. Thus, under his analysis, FCA occurs when both the first conjunct (the DP) and the adjunct
phrase (the conjunction head + the second conjunct) undergo Concatenate, but not Label yet. Since
the resulting concatenation is not labelled yet, it will not count as a constituent. Therefore, when T
enters into the derivation and AGREE operates, the only appropriate goal the probe T can locate in its
domain would be the first conjunct. This results in FCA between the verb with the post-verbal
subject as the structure in (27) shows. On the other hand, if the coordinated subject has undergone
both Concatenate and Label, then it will be recognized as a proper coordination that forms a
constituent. This results in full agreement between the verb with the post-verbal subject as in (28).

Larson (2013) points out that in most cases these sub-operations follow each other immediately, but
not in the case of adjuncts. Sometimes, when an adjunct is not necessary to the derivation, it does
not have to undergo Label immediately after Concatenate. It may remain unlabelled for a while,
which will make it invisible to further operations targeting its host phrase such as AGREE or MOVE.
Now, recall that Larson assumes an adjunction structure for coordinated phrases like the one in (22)
above. Thus, under his analysis, FCA occurs when both the first conjunct (the DP) and the adjunct
phrase (the conjunction head + the second conjunct) undergo Concatenate, but not Label yet. Since
the resulting concatenation is not labelled yet, it will not count as a constituent. Therefore, when T
enters into the derivation and AGREE operates, the only appropriate goal the probe T can locate in its
domain would be the first conjunct. This results in FCA between the verb with the post-verbal
subject as the structure in (27) shows. On the other hand, if the coordinated subject has undergone
both Concatenate and Label, then it will be recognized as a proper coordination that forms a
constituent. This results in full agreement between the verb with the post-verbal subject as in (28).

* In Chomsky (1995), MERGE is taken to be a basic operation whereby two syntactic elements are combined to form a larger constituent and then one
of them is projected as the label.
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of late-MERGE. This means that the adjunct (i.e. the ConjP and its complement DP,) will not be

present when the agreement relation between the verb and the first conjunct (DP,) takes place (23)
since late-MERGE applies afterwards to adjoin the ConjP as in (24).

(23) FCA via AGREE prior to late adjunction:

TP
/‘_\_‘\—l-u_
T wP
-~ -._'_._'_'__4—-—\-\-“
\ DP '

\ [Firmt camgum:i]
i /ﬁ\
bv =
_—f/\\_

(24) Late adjunction of ConjP:

TP
T vP
DP v'
DP1 ConjP v VP
____,_,.'-"_'-\._\_\___ /\
Conj D2 \Z XP

With regard to the SV order where full agreement is obligatory, Soltan (2007) assumes that the real
subject is in fact a pronominal (a null pro) that is placed in the c-command domain of T and co-
indexed with the base generated preverbal conjunct in Spec TP. This is illustrated in (25) below.

(25)

TP
//\
DP; T
/\
DP1 ConjP T vP
/\
Conj DP2 %

Similarly to Soltan (2007), Larson (2013) assumes that FCA constructions involve an adjunction
structure and can be derived via the basic operation AGREE and slightly different version of
operation MERGE. In his approach to FCA, he adopts Hornstein’s (2009) idea of ‘decomposed
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(19) a. tqgabal /tqabal-uu famr w zayd ?ams. (HA)
met. 3.M.SG / met. 3.M.PL Amr and Zayd yesterday
‘Amr and Zayd met yesterday.’
b. tgasam /tqasam-uu famr w zayd Il-maksab.
divided. 3.M.5G /divided. 3.M.PL  Amr and Zayd DEF-profit
‘Amr and Zayd divided the profit.’
(20) a. yihubbuu amr w  zayd nafsahum.
love.3.M.PL Amer and Zayd themselves
b. ? yihubb famr w  zayd nafsahum.
love.3.M.SG Amer and Zayd themselves
‘Amr and Zayd love themselves.’
(21) a. saafaruu famr w zayd sawa.
travelled. 3.M.PL  Amer and Zayd together
b. saafar famr w zayd sawa.

travelled. 3.M.SG Amer and Zayd together
‘Amr and Zayd travelled together.’

The examples in (19-21) constitute further empirical evidence against the clausal analysis for FCA
constructions. In addition, Soltan (2007), who revisits agreement asymmetries in MSA from a
minimalist perspective, points out that the empirical evidence found in MSA casts doubts on the
adequacy of the Specifier-head approach to agreement in general. In the next sub-section, we
consider some alternative analyses of FCA constructions in Arabic within Minimalist Syntax.

3.2 Previous Minimalist approaches

Soltan (2007) proposes a phrasal analysis for FAC constructions in MSA deploying the central
minimalist operation AGREE which establishes a syntactic relation (e.g. agreement and Case
checking) between two elements: a Probe (a) and a Goal () (Chomsky 2000, 2001, 2004). We will
return to discuss the definition of the operation AGREE in section 4. Soltan argues that FCA is a
result of the interaction between two operations: AGREE and late- MERGE. First, he assumes an
adjunction structure for coordinated phrases following Munn (1993, 1999). Thus, the conjunction

head takes the second conjunct as its complement and both form an adjunct of the first conjunct as
sketched in (22) below.

(22) /DP\
DP, ConjP
Conj DP:

Second, he assumes building on works by Chomsky (1993), Fox and Nissenbaum (1999) and
Uriagereka (2002) that adjuncts are introduced into the derivation post-cyclically via the operation
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second clause. The second clause, then, undergoes a sever deletion leaving behind the subject only.
Thus, under this analysis, a sentence like the one in (16) will have a structure like the one in (17)
below which involves two additional processes known as: across-the-board movement (of the verb)
and right node raising (of the object).

(16) darasa Camr-un wa  zayd-un n-nahw-a. (MSA)
studied.3.M.SG ~ Amr-NOM and Zayd-NOM  DEF-syntax-ACC
‘Amr and Zayd studied Syntax’

(17) [darasa; [fp Yamr-un ...# ...]] wa [ €; [1p zayd-un ...t ...]] [n-nahw-a)];

The main evidence Aoun et al (1994) provide for their analysis is that what appears to be a
conjoined subject in FCA constructions does not in fact behave like plural subjects semantically.
The authors employed some semantic plurality tests to show that FCA in LA and MA is not
permitted with the presence of certain elements that require plural subjects, such as the intransitive
verb ‘meet’ (18a), the reciprocal ‘each’ (18b), the reflexive ‘themselves’(18b) and the quantifier
‘together’ (18c). These elements are incompatible with singular subjects, which suggests that the
following examples involve a conjuction of NPs, not a conjuction of clauses, each with a singular
subject, as the case in (17) above. If they were a conjunction of clauses like (17), we would expect
them to exhibit FCA.

(18) a. Ita?-o/*Ita?a Kariim w Marwan. (LA)
met. 3.M.PL/met.3.M.SG Kareem and Marwan
‘Kareem and Marwan met.’
(Aoun et. al., 1994:213)
b.  bihibbo /*bihibb Kariim w Marwan baSDun /haalun.
love. 3.M.PL/love. 3.M.SG Kareem and Marwan each other /themselves
‘Kareem and Marwan love each other/themselves.’
(Aoun et. al., 1994:214)
c. raaho /*raah Kariim w Marwan sawa.
love. 3.M.PL/love. 3.M.SG Kareem and Marwan together
‘Kareem and Marwan left together.’
(Aoun et. al., 1994:211)

Munn (1999) argues against Aoun ef al.’s analysis in (17) on the basis that there are some new data
from LA and MA undermining their main argument. Although Aoun et al. (1999) reply to Munn’s
(1999) remarks, yet their analysis fails to account for FCA in other varieties of Arabic like MSA
(cf. Soltan, 2007) and HA which does not show the same result with respect to semantic plurality
tests.” Consider the following examples from HA:

% This is also the case in other languages such as Welsh as pointed out by Harbert and Bahloul (2002).
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precedes the auxiliary and a conjoined DP, whose first member is a pronoun linked to the preverbal
DP, follows it. In such constructions, the auxiliary must agree with the preceding DP and not with
the following conjoined DP. This can be illustrated by the examples in (13) from LA provided by
Aoun et al. (1994:209).
(13) a. Kareem keen huwwe w  Marwan Sam yilfabo. (LA)
Kareem was he and Marwan ASP playing.3.M.PL
‘Kareem and Marwan were playing.’
b. *Kareem keeno huwwe w  Marwan Sam yilSabo.
Kareem were he and Marwan ASP playing.3.M.PL

This is also the case in HA as the examples in (14) below demonstrate.

(14) a. Cali kaan huu w  ?ahmad yadrusuun fijeddah. (HA)
Ali  bePST.Y.M.SG he and Ahmad study.3.M.PL in Jeddah
‘Ali and Ahmad were studying in Jeddah.’
b. *Qali kaanuu huu w ?ahmad yadrusuun fi jeddah.
Ali  be.pST.Y.M.PL he and Ahmad study.3.M.PL in Jeddah

Normally, both the verb and the auxiliary agree with the entire conjoined subject in SV order in HA
as the example in (15a) shows. However, when the auxiliary precedes the entire conjoined subject,
agreement becomes optional. The auxiliary may agree with the whole conjoined phrase (15b) or
with the first member only (15¢). This is also the case in LA as pointed out by Aoun et al. (1994).

(15) a. €Gali w ?ahmad kaanu yadrusuun fi jeddah. (HA)
Ali  and Ahmad be.PST.3.M.PL  study.3.M.PL in Jeddah
b. kaanu Cali w  ?ahmad yadrusuun fi jeddah.
be.PST.3.M.PL  Ali and Ahmad study.3.M.PL in Jeddah
c. kaan Cali w  ?ahmad yadrusuun fi jeddah.

be.PST.3.M.SG Ali and Ahmad study.3.M.PL in Jeddah
‘Ali and Ahmad were studying in Jeddah.’

The above cases of agreement are referred to in the literature as ‘mixed agreement’ (see e.g.
McCloskey, 1986 and Munn, 1999) which is quite crucial to the analysis we adopt here.

3. Previous analyses of FCA in Arabic
3.1 Clausal analysis

One of the earliest proposals for FCA in Arabic is Aoun et al. (1994). They have explored the
mechanisms by which agreement operates in Lebanese, Moroccan and Standard Arabic. They have
employed the specifier-head agreement configuration to propose a biclausal analysis of FCA
constructions.’ According to them, FCA does not exist and the apparent FCA constructions are
actually derived from a clausal coordination structure wherein the apparent first conjunct functions
as the subject of the first clause and the apparent second conjunct functions as the subject of the

' The specifier-head configuration was used in Government and Binding theory to account for subject-verb agreement. Under this approach,
agreement is a result of a relationship between a head (X) and its specifier (an ZP). However, this approach is abandoned within the framework of
minimalist syntax for some theoretical and empirical reasons (See e.g. Hornstein et al. (2005) and Radford (2009) for more information).
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2.2 First conjunct agreement in HA

Conjunct(s) agreement in HA differs slightly from that in MSA. While FCA is mandatory in MSA
in VS word order, it is optional in HA. Both FCA and full agreement are possible in HA as
illustrated by (9). However, in SV word order, only full agreement is possible as shown in (10)
below. This is exactly the case in LA and MA (cf. Aoun et al., 2010).

(9) a. daras ali w faTima-h fi harfard. (HA)
studied.3.M.sG Ali and Fatima-F in Harvard
b. darasuu ali w  faTima-h fi harfard.
studied.3.PL Ali and Fatima-F  in Harvard
c. *darast ali  w faTima-h fi harfard.

studied.3.F.SG Ali and Fatima-F in Harvard
‘Ali and Fatima studied at Harvard.’

(10) a. CQali w  faTima-h darasuu fi  harfard. (HA)
Ali and Fatima-F studied.3.PL in Harvard
b. *Qali w  faTima-h daras fi  harfard.
Ali and Fatima-F studied.3.M.SG in Harvard
c. *faTima-h w  (Qali darasat fi  harfard.
Fatima-F and Ali studied.3.F.sG in Harvard

‘Ali and Fatima studied at Harvard.’

However, the situation in MSA is quite different as FCA is obligatory in post-verbal positions as
shown in (1) above. The optionality of FCA in VS word order in HA, MA and LA, which MSA
lacks, suggests that word order has less influence on agreement in modern Arabic dialects. Let us
now consider agreement in coordinate structures where the first member of the conjoined subjects is
pronominal. Unlike in MSA where the verb must agree fully with the pronominal subject as shown
in (11), FCA is optional in such constructions in HA. The verb can either agree with the first
(pronominal) subject or with the whole conjoined phrase as shown in (12) below.

(11) a. darasa huwa wa faTima-t-un  n-nahw-a. (MSA)
studied.3.M.SG  he and  Fatima-F-NOM DEF-syntax-ACC
b. *darasaa huwa wa faTima-t-un  n-nahw-a.
studied.3.DUAL he and  Fatima-F-NOM DEF-syntax-ACC
(12) a. daras huu w faTima-h n-nahw. (HA)
studied.3.M.SG  he and  Fatima-F DEF-syntax
b. darasuu huu  w faTima-h n-nahw.
studied.3.PL he and  Fatima-F DEF-syntax

‘He and Fatima studied Syntax.’

Another related phenomenon we would like to consider here is agreement in what is commonly
known as a ‘double subject construction’. According to Aoun et al. (1994), double subject
constructions occur in LA in sentences involving the auxiliary keen ‘was’ where one subject (a DP)
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darasuu I-?awlad fi
studied.3.M.PL  DEF-boys in
*daras 1-?awlad fi
studied.3.M.SG  DEF-boys in
1-?awlad darasuu fi
DEF-boys studied.3.M.PL in
*]-?awlad daras fi
DEF-boys studied.3.M.SG in

“The boys studied in Jeddah.’

jeddah.
Jeddah
jeddah.
Jeddah
jeddah.
Jeddah
jeddah.
Jeddah

(HA)

(HA)

The examples above demonstrate that word order has no significance over the agreement patterns in
HA. This is not the case in MSA in which word order has a great significance over agreement. The
verb shows agreement in person, number and gender with preverbal subjects while with post-verbal
subjects the verb lacks number agreement as shown in (1), (2) above and in (6) below.

6) a.
b.

C.

?al-fatayat-u darasna fi
DEF-girls-NOM  studied.3.F.PL  in
darast ?al-fatayat-u  fi
studied.3.F.SG DEF-girls-NOM  in
*darasna ?al-fatayat-u fi

studied.3.F.PL DEF-girls-NOM  in
“The girls studied at Harvard.’

harfard.
Harvard
harfard.
Harvard
harfard.
Harvard

(MSA)

However, when the subject is pronominal (either overt or null), only full agreement is permitted in
both VS and SV orders in MSA as illustrated in (7). This is also true in HA as shown in (8) below.

(7) a.
b.

C.

(8) a.

b.

darasna (hunna) fi
studied.3.F.PL they-F in
(hunna) darasna fi
they-F studied.3.F.PL  in
*darast (hunna) fi
studied.3.F.SG they-F in
‘They (the girls) studied at Harvard.’
darasuu (hum) fi
studied.3.M.PL  they in
(hum) darasuu fi
they studied.3.M.PL in

‘They (the boys) studied in Jeddah.’

harfard.
Harvard
harfard.
Harvard
harfard.
Harvard

(MSA)

jeddah.
Jeddah
jeddah.
Jeddah

(HA)
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the paper in section 5.

2. Basic data

2.1 Some agreement facts in Arabic

Agreement in the modern Arabic dialects such as HA is less complex than agreement in MSA in
which the morphological system is far much richer than the dialects. Unlike in MSA, the verb in
HA does not display dual agreement nor gender distinction (i.e. femininity marker -»na) in the plural

form. Compare the following agreement paradigms of MSA and HA:

Taplel: Agreement paradigm of MSA based on Aoun et al. (2010)

Person | Number | Gender Perfect verb form | Imperfect verb form
) Singular | Masculine/ Feminine | daras-tu ?a-drus(u)
Plural Masculine/ Feminine | daras-naa na-drus(a)
) Masculine daras-t ta-drus(u)
Singular — : -
5 Feminine daras-ti ta-drus-iin(a)
Dual Masculine/ Feminine | daras-tumaa ta-drus-aan(i)
Masculine daras-tum ta-drus-uun(a)
plural —
Feminine daras-tunna ta-drus-na
) Masculine daras-a ya-drus(u)
Singular —
Feminine daras-at ta-drus(u)
3 Dual Masculine daras-aa ya-drus-aan(i)
u — -
Feminine daras-ataa ta-drus-aan(i)
Masculine daras-uu ya-drus-uun
Plural —
Feminine daras-na ta-drus-na
Taple 2: Agreement paradigm of HA
Person | Number | Gender Perfect verb form | Imperfect verb form
1 Singular | Masculine/ Feminine | daras-t/ daras-tu ?a-drus
Plural Masculine/ Feminine | daras-na na-drus
: Masculine daras-t ta-drus
2 Singular — . =
Feminine daras-ti ta-drus-iin
plural Masculine/ Feminine | daras-tum ta-drus-uun
) Masculine daras-0 ya-drus
3 Singular —
Feminine daras-at ta-drus
Plural Masculine/ Feminine | daras-uu ya-drus-uun

Furthermore, pre/post-verbal subject agreement asymmetries observed in MSA as in (3) and (4)
above are not attested in most of the Arabic dialects such as HA, Lebanese Arabic (henceforth, LA)
and Moroccan Arabic (henceforth, MA) (see Aoun et al., 1994 for discussion of agreement in LA
and MA). In HA, both VS and SV word orders show full agreement between the verb and the

subject as illustrated in (5).
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(1) a. darasa Cali-un wa faTima-t-un n-nahw-a. (MSA)
studied.3.M.SG  Ali-NOM and Fatima-F-NOM DEF-syntax-ACC
b. darasat faTima-t-un wa Qali-un n-nahw-a.
studied.3.F.SG Fatima-F-NOM and Ali-NOM DEF-syntax-ACC
*darasaa Cali-un wa faTima-t-un n-nahw-a.
studied.3-DUAL  Ali-NOM and Fatima-F-NOM DEF-syntax-ACC

‘Ali and Fatima studied Syntax.’

The verb which precedes the coordinated subjects agrees fully with the first conjunct in number,
person and gender. However, when coordinated subjects appear in a pre-verbal position, agreement
with both conjuncts takes place as in (2).

(2) a. (Qali-un wa faTima-t-un darasaa fi harfard. (MSA)
Ali-NOM and Fatima-F-NOM studied.3.DUAL in Harvard
b. *Qali-un wa faTima-t-un darasa fi harfard.
Ali-NOM and Fatima-F-NOM studied.3.M.SG in Harvard
c. *faTima-t-un wa Cali-un darasat fi harfard.
Fatima-F-NOM and Ali-NOM studied.3-F.sG in Harvard

‘Ali and Fatima studied at Harvard.’

The above examples show that agreement in MSA is sensitive to the ordering of the subject and the
verb (Aoun et al., 1994). In fact, FCA is somehow related to the well-known agreement asymmetry
attested in MSA with respect to word order. Thus, in (S)ubject-(V)erb word order, the verb agrees
fully with the subject in number, person and gender as in (3), whereas in (V)erb-(S)ubject word
order, the verb agrees partially with the subject (i.e. only in gender) as in (4).

(3) a. ?al-?awlaad-u darasuu fi  harfard. (MSA)
DEF-boys-NOM studied.3.M.PL  in Harvard
b. *?al-?awlaad-u  darasa fi  harfard.

DEF-boys-NOM studied.3.M.SG  in Harvard
‘The boys studied at Harvard.’

(4) a. darasa ?al-?awlaad-u fi  harfard. (MSA)
studied.3.M.SG DEF-boys-NOM  in Harvard
b. *darasuu ?al-?awlaad-u fi  harfard.

studied.3.M.PL DEF-boys-NOM in Harvard
‘The boys studied at Harvard.’

There is an abundance of research conducted on agreement phenomena in MSA and various other
varieties of Arabic, but there is a scarce of research on agreement in Hiijazi Arabic (hereafter, HA).
Therefore, this paper aims to investigate agreement patterns in HA, concentrating on the
phenomenon of first conjunct agreement. The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In
section 2, we disuses some agreement facts in Arabic and present the basic data. Then, in section 3,
we consider some previous analyses proposed for FCA in other varieties of Arabic. In section 4, we
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Abstract. this paper aims to investigate subject-verb agreement patterns in coordinated structures in
Hijazi Arabic, concentrating on the phenomenon of first conjunct agreement. It attempts to explore the
mechanisms by which first conjunct agreement operates in Hijazi Arabic from a minimalist perspective. It
also discusses previous approaches to first conjunct agreement in other varieties of Arabic and argues
against those that treats agreement in terms of late MERGE or decomposed MERGE. This study
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1. Introduction

First conjunct agreement (henceforth, FCA) refers to a syntactic phenomenon that occurs in some
languages when only the leftmost item of post-verbal coordinated subjects agrees with the verb.
FCA has been observed in Arabic and received considerable attention in the literature over the last
three decades (see, e.g., Aoun et al., 1994; Munn, 1999; Aoun et al., 1999; Harbert and Bahloul,
2002; Soltan, 2007; Larson, 2013 and Crone, 2017). To illustrate the issue, let us consider the
following examples from Modern Standard Arabic (henceforth, MSA):
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They should also be instructed to use their
self-regulatory  strategies regularly. Like
Schwankl (2011), students in this study were
instructed to monitor and evaluate their writing
throughout the study. The activities of self-
peer and group correction in addition to the
self-evaluation checklists provided by the
researchers  helped  develop  students'
monitoring and evaluation skills.
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participation in collaborative work. Those
students usually resisted collaborative work
and their participation was limited as
Karasavvidis (2010) reported. In situations like
these, evaluation can be an excellent tool
making students understand that, because of
the collaborative nature of the task, the
evaluation unit will be the group and not the
individual. A study that investigates the effect
of personal traits of participation in online
collaborative activities may be required.
Another suggestion is to compare the effect of
collaboration vs. individual work on the
writing performance of EFL students.

The researchers agree with Karasavvidis
(2010) that the use of wikis as one Web 2.0
tools requires a major epistemological shift on
the part of the students. As opposed to
traditional, face-to-face teaching, e-learning
using Web 2.0 tools requires the learners to be
active and cooperative not empty pots
receiving what teachers have already prepared
for them.

Throughout the study, students in the
experimental group reported that shared
editing is a difficult complex process. A study
investigating the editing behaviors of EFL
students using wikis for collaborative writing
at the secondary and the tertiary level would
provide insights on good and bad practices that
might be of great importance to the area of
wiki use for writing. Another study would be
needed to investigate and compare/ contrast
the collaborative writing behavior of good and
bad essay writers using wikis.

As for self-regulated learning skills, results of
the study show that the use of wiki for
collaborative writing enhanced the EFL
students  self-regulated  learning  skills:
planning, information management,
monitoring and control, debugging and
evaluation as well as in the total score of self-
regulated learning skills. These results may be
attributed to the fact that this study adopted a
process- writing approach to writing which

moves from planning to actual writing of
different drafts and finally editing and
revision. These steps indirectly tackle the self-
regulated learning skills. Students moved from
setting goals for the writing task to planning
for it by brainstorming , quick-writing, free
writing, word mapping or outlining, to
searching for information and writing the
different drafts. While writing, students
monitor and control their writing. finally,
students revise and edit their essay using the
self-evaluation checklist given for them with
each genre they write on (biography,
similarity/contrast, descriptive, opinion or
argumentative).

Results of the study are consistent with De La
Paz (2001), Mason, Harris and Graham
(2002), Aguilar (2008), Hoover (2010), Little
et.al. (2010) , Platten (2010) , Chen (2011) ,
Cheng (2011) and Schwankl (2011) found
positive effects of instruction in self-regulated
learning on performance in different variables.
This study is important since it deals with two
variables of great importance, i.e. the use of
wiki for writing through and self-regulated
learning skills. It is important to mention that
self-regulated learning skills help learners
become better and more effective writers.
When students are equipped with self-
regulated learning skills, writing becomes
easier and more comfortable. Results of
studies show that self-regulated learning skills
increased both quantity and quality of writing
among learners with learning disabilities
(Schwankl, 2011 and Hoover, 2010) not to
mention students without learning disabilities.

This study wused wikis for developing
collaborative  writing  which  indirectly
developed self-regulated learning skills. A
study may be required to investigate the effect
of using wikis for developing collaborative
writing with direct instruction in self-regulated
learning skills.

Self-regulated learning skills can be assessed
using aptitude- based or event-based measures
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participation in many ways (adding text, links,
pictures, searching for new information,
moderating, editing, and so on).

Wiki users are provided with a good tool
which is the ability to track changes in the
wiki pages. A detailed analysis of the types of
revisions in the wiki’s tracking system
indicated that the content of ideas was revised
more than the form. This result is in
accordance to Woo et al. (2011). This may be
due to the fact that technology provide
students with spelling checks that may do this
task for them. Besides, students may feel at
ease with communicating through technology,
which tends to produce more content and
process discussions. The teacher’s instruction
focusing on content also played an important
role. This may need further investigation
through a comparative study to examine what
other factors contribute to help produce
content revision among the writers.
Furthermore, a wiki is an open-editing tool
that is easily accessible online and simple
enough for students with different abilities. It
may be easily integrated and adapted into
other classrooms with appropriate scaffolds to
guide students in posting constructive
comments and timely teacher feedback. Wiki’s
tracking system gives in-depth information
about the types of edits the students are
making and helps teachers assess their
collaboration and the development of their
group writing process, a task that may be
difficult to monitor in traditional group work.
This can help teachers decide on the kind of
support to be given, and provide immediate
feedback when necessary to scaffold the
writers during the course of writing and not at
the end when the product is finished.

Peer feedback and peer editing is very clear
when analyzing the revisions in the tracking
system. A future study may be needed to
figure out how peer critiquing actually leads to
creative-thinking skills and subsequently to
revisions or new creative ideas.

Concerning collaborative learning, throughout
the study, students in both the experimental
and the control groups, made favorable
comments about working in groups. They
found collaborative learning a motivating
experience as group members can receive help
from their peers, including corrections of their
language productions when necessary. Some
students noted that working in a team makes it
easier to get new ideas. Although this can be
often translated into more work, at the same
time, it makes such work more meaningful.
Students in the experimental group expressed
their relief and low level of anxiety finding a
way to collaborate and get their essay writing
assignment done through the wikis since wikis
solved the problem of finding free time to
meet the group members to discuss and
exchange ideas, revise and edit for each other.

It is worth noting that students in the
experimental group reported some challenges
and problems reported in other studies (see
Karasavvidis, 2010 and Lin and Yang, 2011).
The challenges were related to the time and
effort needed to complete an essay writing task
using wikis compared to face-to-face
collaboration. Although the use of wikis does
not require technical skills and most students
are familiar with using the computer and the
internet, another difficulty that faced students
in the experimental group was how to use
wikis for exchanging ideas and files, posting
new information, modifying and editing text .
Some students reported having a hard time
coping with the use of wikis for essay writing
purposes. However, after three weeks, students
started to be familiar with wiki use and
complaints concerning its use were very few.

Another idea of great concern is that some
students felt more comfortable when working
alone and reported this feeling. They have
been taught in an educational system that
rewarded and  encouraged  individual
achievement. Besides, those students have
some personal traits that hinder them from
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Table (4)
Results of the effect of using wikis on self- regulated learning skills
Variable Mean Std.Deviation df | t-value | Sig.
Control Experimental Control Experimental
. ks
Planning 222813 32.667 5.5894 4.4064 63 | 833 0.01
Information 63
management 22.5938 31.5152 5.0473 4.3669 7.63%** 0.01
Monitoring and 63
control 21.6875 30.2424 4.6934 4.1233 7.81%* 0.01
Debugging 21.8438 29.6061 3.5022 3.7909 03 | gsex+ | 001
Evaluation 22,5625 31.5758 5.1989 42207 63 | 760%¢ | 001
Total scores of
self-regulated 110.9688 155.6061 21.5549 18.3489 63 1 900% | 0.01
learning skills

Table (4) shows that there are statistically
significant differences at the 0.01 level of
significance between the mean scores of the
experimental and control groups in the
planning for writing skills, information
management skills, monitoring and control
skills, the debugging skills, the evaluation
skills and the self-regulated learning total
score in favor of the experimental group.
Discussion and interpretation of the results.
This study aimed at investigating the effect of
using wikis and face-to-face collaborative
writing on the essay writing performance and
self-regulated learning skills among EFL
students in the college of education. Results of
the study are encouraging showing a positive
effect of using wikis on both essay writing and
self-regulated learning skills. Students using
wikis for collaborative writing outperformed
those using face- to-face collaborative writing
in both essay writing and self-regulated
learning skills.

Results of the study are contrary to those
revealed by Dishaw, Eierman, Iversen and
Philip (2011) and Witney and Smallbone
(2011) that reached negative effects of using
wikis and whose samples favored face-to-face
collaboration to wiki use.

On the other hand, results of the study are
consistent with Baert (2008), Martinez-
Carrillo and Pentikousis (2008), Su and
Beaumont (2010), Allsop (2011), Lee (2010,
Kost (2011), Lin and Yang (2011) and Woo,
Chu, Ho and Li (2011) showing positive
effect of using wikis on communication
(Allsop, 2011), collaborative writing (Baert,
2008, Martinez-Carrillo and Pentikousis, 2008
and Kost, 2011, Ghorbandordinejad & Aref,
2017, Akbari & Erfani, 2018, Hudson, 2018,
Sharp & Whaley,2018) online learning (Su
and Beaumont, 2010) and peer correction and
feedback (Lee, 2010). As other studies
showed, wikis enhanced students writing as
students had a chance to collaborate to plan for
their writing, brainstorm and exchange, search
the internet and add hyperlinks to their essays,
revise and edit for each other and comment of
each other's ideas. The researchers agree with
MartinezCarrillo and Pentikousis (2008) that
the prospect of observing the daily growth of
their own work, monitoring their group’s
contributions, and following the gradual
development of the whole wiki, proved to be
extremely motivational for the majority of the
students. Besides, the wiki gives multiple
opportunities for language production and
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significant at 0.01 indicating that the items
have high internal consistency. Correlations of
the five sub- scales to the scale total score
(Appendix 2) also show high internal

consistency. Scale reliability was estimated
using alpha Cronbach coefficient and
Spearman- Brown 's split half. Results are as
follows.

Table (2)
Correlation Coefficients of the Scale of Self-regulated Learning Skills Reliability
Variable Information Total
Planning Management Monitoring Debugging Evaluation of
Method skills
Alfa-
Cronbach 0,73 0,77 0,81 0,87 0,87 0,96
Split-half
(Sperman- 0,72 0,74 0,68 0,85 0,83 0,83
Browen

Table (2) shows that all the reliability coefficients are very high that it can be said that the scale is

highly reliable.

Results

This study aimed at investigating the effect of
using wikis and face-to face collaborative
writing on the writing performance and self-
regulated learning skills among EFL students
in the college of education. The first
hypothesis of the study concerning the essay
writing performance stated that "there are no
statistically significant differences between the

mean scores of the experimental and the
control  groups in the essay writing
performance of EFL students in the college of
education". Independent sample t-test was
used to analyze the results of the essay writing
test to judge the validity of the hypothesis.
Table (3) presents results related to this
hypothesis.

Table (3)
Results of the effect of using wiki on the essay writing performance
. Control group (n=32 Experimental group (n=34 .
Variable Mean gStd.ll;e(viatio)n Mle):an Stdg.Devli)a(tion : d.f | tvalue | Sig.
Essay
writing 4.9375 1.6052 6.0294 2.0521 64 2.397 0.01
performance

Table 3 shows that there are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental and the control groups on the essay writing performance at the 0.01 level of

significance in favor of the experimental group.
Concerning the second hypothesis related to
the effect of using wikis on self-regulated
learning skills among EFL students, the results
of this hypothesis will be dealt with in terms of
the self-regulated learning skills adopted in

this study which include planning, information
management, monitoring and  control,
debugging and evaluation. These are presented
as sub-hypothesis.
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were allowed to select a topic to write about.
The freedom to choose the topic within a
specific genre allowed for connecting the
students’  personal interests with the
curriculum content.

Tools of the Study.

Essay writing exam and Rubric for Scoring
Comparison/ Contrast Essays. A 60-minutes
essay writing exam was prepared by the first
researcher. Students were asked to a compare/
contrast essay in which they compare and
contrast teachers' use of face-to-face or e-
learning. The essay writing exam was
submitted to three staff members in the
English Language Department at Dhahran Al-
Janoub College of Education for validity
purposes. the test was applied to 15 English
language students enrolled in Level 7 at
Dhahran Al-Janoub College of Education. A
Rubric for Scoring Comparison/ Contrast
Essays was designed. The rubric is analytic
and deals with scoring students' essays on the
use of good opening and introduction,
organization (point to-point or whole to
whole), development of ideas and supporting
details, format (title, introduction, body and

conclusion), the use of vocabulary, grammar,
punctuation and transition words.

The Rubric for Scoring Comparison/ Contrast
Essays was used by the first researcher and a
lecturer in the English Language Department
at College of Education, Dhahran Al-Janoub
separately to score the essays written by the
students. Inter-rater reliability coefficient
(Pearson correlation) was .91 indicating high
reliability of the rubric as a tool for scoring the
comparison/ contrast essays written by the
students.

Scale of Self-regulated Learning Skills.
Scale of Self-regulated Learning Skills was
prepared by researchers. The scale consisted of
50 items formulated in positive statements.
The items are distributed to five dimensions
representing the self-regulated learning skills
based on Schraw and Dennison's (1994)
model, i.e. planning, information management,
monitoring, debugging and evaluation. The
participants answer the scale by selecting from
a four-point-Lickert Scale where 4 represents
always, and 1 rarely. Table (1) represents the
distribution of the items according to the
subskills.

Table (1)
Distribution of the items of the Scale of Self-regulated Learning Skills to the sub-skills
Variables Items
Planning 1,6,11,16,21,26,31,36,41,46
Information 2,7,12,17,22,27,32,37,42,47
Management
Monitoring 3,8,13,18,23,28,33,38,43,48
Debugging 4,9,14,19,24,29,34,39,44,49
Evaluation 5,10,15, 20,25,30,35,40,45,50

To make sure that the Scale is valid, the first
version was presented to seven jury members
specialized in educational psychology and
curricula and methods of teaching at Al-Taif
College of Education. They were asked to give
their opinion concerning the matching of the
scale items to the definition of the skill it
measures and suitability of items to the age of
the participants. 85 % of the jury members
agreed on the suitability of the items with the

result that the scale remained as it is without
change.

Besides, internal consistency of the scale was
calculated after administering the scale to a
sample of 55 students enrolled in the sixth
level of the English section at the College of
Arts, Al-Taif University. Correlations between
the items and the scale total score of the
dimension to which it belongs was calculated.
All correlation coefficients (Appendix1) were
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7. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the self-regulated learning
total score.

Method

Participants: By the beginning of the
second term of the academic year, students
enrolled in Level 4 in the English section in
the College of Education at Dhahran Al-
Janoub, King Khaled University registered
themselves in two sections using the
Blackboard Learning Management System. At
the first lecture, the researcher assigned the
first intact group (N= 34) as the experimental
group while the second intact group (N= 32)
served as the control group. Thirty three
students from the experimental group and the
control group completed the Scale of Self-
Regulated Learning Skills. To ensure
homogeneity of the two groups, the essay
writing test and the scale of self-regulated
learning was administered to the two groups.
The results showed no significant differences
between the two groups indicating that the two
groups were homogenous.
Procedures. In the first lecture, course
specification was introduced to the students
and discussed with them. Tasks required from
the students to complete throughout the term
were introduced and discussed. Students were
told that these tasks will be done in
collaborative groups. The problem of getting
together for collaborative work outside the
classroom was raised by some of the students
and supported and approved by others. It is at
that time that students in the experimental
group were introduced to the experiment
through explaining the purpose of the study
and how wikis can be used to develop their
collaborative writing skills at a distance
solving the problem they raised. All the group
members welcomed participation in the
experiment and believed that the use of wikis
would be a good solution for their problem

beside the potential development in their
collaborative writing skills.

During the second session, the experimental
group had the lecture in the E-learning Lab
where they had an introductory session on how
to use wikis for writing, collaboration,
chatting, file sharing, discussion, editing and
revising.

Using a quasi-experimental design, the test of
essay writing and the Scale of Self-regulated
Learning Skills were administered to the
experimental and the control groups as pre-
tests before starting teaching. They were also
administered after finishing teaching the
course as post-tests.

Both the experimental and the control groups
were taught the material of Writing 4 Course
developed by the first researcher for 13
consecutive weeks in which a theoretical
background was given to the students
concerning the kind of genres (biography,
narrative, descriptive, comparison/contrast,
opinion and persuasive) they are going to write
about. The next classes were conducted using
the process writing approach (planning,
drafting, editing and revising). Students
collaborated in groups to plan for writing
using a pre-writing technique, mostly
brainstorming, to brainstorm ideas about the
topic they are going to write about. They also
searched for information related to the topic
when they felt a need for more information.
They were then, in the same groups, asked to
collaborate to write their first and second draft,
then revise and edit the essay. The
experimental group used wikis to brainstorm
their ideas, write their different drafts, then
revise and edit whereas the control group used
face-to face collaborative writing. For each
essay, students were allowed two weeks to
complete and share with the whole group.
Groups' essays were checked, scored and
feedback was given by the researcher.

In the wiki, each of the pages was to be
produced in a collaborative fashion. Students
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increase in the number of response parts
written and increased stability in the number
of words written. Schwankl (2011) used self-
regulated learning strategy development with
instruction in story writing to teach students
with learning disability. Results indicated that
the students story writing developed both in
quantity and quality.

Several researchers have demonstrated the
effectiveness of several approaches to
regulating students' (with or without learning
disabilities) learning in several areas. Results
of the studies indicated positive effects of
using self regulated learning based strategies
in developing the dependent variables under
concern. Aguilar (2008) aimed at developing,
transferring and adapting self-regulated
learning processes. Results indicated that
students in the experimental group
outperformed those in the control group and
that the strategies were transferred and/ or
adapted to other disciplines.

Platten (2010) wused a self-regulatory
framework to investigate the effect of
Incremental Rehearsal vocabulary learning
strategy by examining the effects of
performance - related feedback and strategy
modification on  vocabulary  learning,
motivational beliefs and self-regulation
processes. Results indicated that providing
performance - related feedback and strategy
modification information enhanced learning
more vocabulary. Seker (2015) investigated
the impact of self- regulated learning on
students' language achievement. The results
indicated that it is a significant predictor of
foreign language achievement and had
significant correlations with it.

In the area of writing, De La Paz (2001) used
the strategy "PLAN and WRITE" with SRSD
to develop the writing performance of 3
seventh and eighth graders with attention
deficit disorders. Mason, Harris and Graham
(2002) used two strategies of self -regulation
(POW and W-W-W, What=2, How=2) for

developing story writing of students with
learning disabilities. Chalk, Hagan-Burk and
Burk (2005) used an SRSD strategy, DARE,
with similar participants to develop their
writing competence. Little etal. (2010)
replicated and extended previous research of
self-regulated  strategy development for
developing planning and persuasive writing
within a schoolwide positive behavior support
model among students with  writing
difficulties. Results indicated increase in both
quality and quantity of persuasive writing.
YALCIN and KARADENIiZ (2016)
investigated the relationship between self-
regulation skills and the quality of composition
writing. They revealed a high relationship
between them.

Hypotheses of the Study

1. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the writing performance.

2. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the planning for writing
skill.

3. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the information management
skill.

4. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the monitoring and control
skill.

5. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the debugging skill

6. There are no statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and the control
groups in the evaluation skill
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they encounter problems, they find ways to
overcome the problems and succeed. They see
acquisition as a systematic and controllable
process and they accept greater responsibility
for their achievement outcomes. Thus self-
regulated learners may be described as
metacognitively, motivationally and
behaviorally active learners. Self-regulated
learners plan, set goals, organize, self-monitor
and self-evaluate. Students monitor and adjust
their learning strategies. According to Cheng
(2011), monitoring activities include checking
the content of study, judging learning
difficulties, assessing progress and predicting
learning outcomes. Peverly et. al. (2003)
report that research suggests that self-
regulation develops slowly and that only
college students demonstrate substantial levels
of self-regulatory skills and learning.

One popular cyclical model of self-regulated
learning discusses three distinct phases:
forethought and planning, performance
monitoring, and reflections on performance
(Zimmerman, 2000). During the forethought
and planning phase, students analyze the
learning task and set specific goals toward
completing that task. In the performance
monitoring phase, students employ strategies
to make progress on the learning task and
monitor the effectiveness of those strategies as
well as their motivation for continuing
progress toward the goals of the task. In the
final reflection on performance phase, students
evaluate their performance on the learning task
with respect to the effectiveness of the
strategies that they chose. During this stage,
students also must manage their emotions
about the outcomes of the learning experience.
These self-reflections then influence students'
future planning and goals, initiating the cycle
to begin again.

Due to the importance of self-regulated
learning, many studies have been conducted to
investigate its effect. A trend of studies in self-
regulated strategy development is investigating

the relationship between it and other variables.
Unlike previous studies, Pelt (2008) found no
significant relationship between self-regulated
learning strategies and academic achievement.
Results also showed that high achieving
students reported using more self-regulated
learning  strategies and more advanced
strategies than low-achieving students. Al-
Alwan  (2008) also found significant
differences among high and low achieving
students in self-regulated learning components
(intrinsic  goal orientation, extrinsic goal
orientation, task value, control of learning
beliefs, self-efficacy, test anxiety,
metacognition self-regulated, and time and
study environment management). However, no
significant differences in effort- regulation,
peer learning, and help-seeking were found.
Wang (2010) examined the relationship among
students' characteristics, self-regulated
learning, technology self-efficacy, and course
outcomes in online learning settings. Results
indicated a positive relationship between the
variables indicating an effect of self-regulated
learning on learning outcomes in an online
environment. Chen (2011) investigated
effective self-regulated learning strategies in a
lecture-led concept learning environment
versus a hands-on computer lab learning
environment for an introduction to information
systems course. The findings revealed that
effort regulation had a positive effect. Cheng
(2011) explored the relationship between
students’ self-regulation ability and their
learning performance. The results showed that
students’ learning motivation, goal setting,
action control and learning strategies played a
significant role in learning performance.

Some studies investigated the effect of using
self-regulated  strategy development on
different  variables. Hoover  (2010)
investigated the effect of using self-regulated
strategy development for persuasive quick
writes with four high school students with
learning disability. Results indicated an
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reluctance to edit texts. Woo, Chu, Ho & Li
(2011) explored the challenges and potential
benefits of a wiki for students and teachers in a
primary-five English-language class in Hong
Kong. The study found that the use of a wiki
in a class of primary-five students in a Chinese
primary school where English is taught as a
second language (L2) was perceived
positively. Students enjoyed using the wiki,
and the overall perception was that it helped
foster teamwork and improved writing. The
tracking functionality of the wiki gave in-
depth information about the types of edits the
students were making and helped the teacher
to provide necessary support and feedback,
scaffolding their editing process.

Another trend in the wiki studies is directed
towards investigating the perceptions of
different wiki wusers. Using a qualitative
approach, Baert (2008) investigated the
perceptions of teacher candidates concerning
the usefulness of wikis as an instructional tool
to enhance learning through an online five-
week collaborative group project. Results
showed that wikis facilitated collaboration
among group members, improved writing
skills and enhanced deeper understanding of
one's own ideas as well as others'.

Chang et.al. (2010) investigated how 92
graduate students perceived learning activities
facilitated by wikis, and the effectiveness of
several roles wikis might play in constructive
and  collaborative  learning using a
questionnaire. Students perceived wikis to
enhance collaborative knowledge building
among students, but it did not contribute much
to learning the subject matter although
students were more involved in the learning
process than with conventional teaching
methods.

Bravo and Young (2011) explored prospective
and in-service teachers' perceptions and
behaviors of public wiki use during a
collaborative Wikipedia assignment in a
graduate technology and literacy education

course. Results indicated that the participants
have a positive experience posting content on
Wikipedia. They also explained different ways
they can use to integrate wiki use in their K-12
classrooms.

Self-Regulated Learning.

Self-regulation of learning is a key factor that
impacts learners' motivation to achieve.
According to Cheng (2011), Zimmerman was
the first academic to propose the construct of
self-regulated  learning in  educational
psychology in1989. He believes that self-
regulated learning is a process in which
learners actively participate in their own
learning in terms of metacognition, motivation
and action in order to be masters of their own
learning. Zimmerman and Schunk (2001) and
Mason et.al. (2006) posit that self-regulated
learning is an active, constructive process
whereby learners set goals for their learning
and then attempt to monitor, regulate and
control their cognition, motivation and
behavior in the service of those goals. Self-
regulated learning refers to the processes that
maintain the cognition, motivation and
behavior necessary to achieve intentional goals
(Zimmerman, 2000). It is an essential
condition for human success and professional
achievement.  Self-regulated learning is
recognized as an important predictor of student
academic motivation and achievement (
Zumbrunn, Tadlock and Roberts, 2011) ,
learning performance (Cheng, 2011) , online
learning (Wang (2010) and leadership (James,
2009). This process requires students to
independently plan, monitor, and assess their
learning. However, few students naturally do
this well.

Zimmerman (1990: 4-5) explains that self-
regulated learners approach educational tasks
with confidence, elegance and resourcefulness,
They are aware when they possess knowledge
or skill and when they do not. They
proactively seek out information when needed
and take the necessary steps to master it. When
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combined with e-mailing and wikis. Results
showed that students preferred the first to the
latter. No differences concerning perceived
effort of collaboration between the two
methods were found. Witney and Smallbone
(2011) explored how full-time undergraduate
students used wiki to support group
assignments. Results showed that students
preferred face-to-face collaboration to that
through wikis.

There have been many studies that
investigated the effect of wikis on different
variables revealing positive effects. Martinez-
Carrillo and Pentikousis (2008) used wikis
available in wikispaces for mediated
collaborative learning of Spanish as a second
language. Results of the study showed that
wiki supported the shift from individual to
collaborative writing effectively as indicated
by a change from (a) personal to collective
responsibility; (b) fragmentary and individual
comprehension to general and collective
knowledge; and (c) mono-contextuality to
poly-contextuality.

In a case study, Su and Beaumont (2010)
explored the extent to which a wiki has
facilitated students’ online learning and
analyzed and evaluated essential aspects for
the successful deployment of a wiki in a higher
education setting using Salmon’s five-stage e-
learning framework. Results of the study
revealed that a wiki can promote effective
collaborative learning and confidence in
formative self and peer assessment by
facilitating rapid feedback, vicarious learning
through observing others’ contributions and
easy navigation and tracking facilities.
Matthew, Felvegi and Callaway (2009)
investigated how the use of class wiki affected
the learning of pre-service teachers enrolled in
a language arts methods class. Results
indicated that contributing to the class wiki led
to a deeper processing of the course content
and was personally beneficial to the students
in spite of persistent technology challenges.

Other studies investigated the effect of using
wikis on the writing skills of different samples.
Lin and Yang (2011) investigated whether the
use of wikis as a collaborative platform would
improve the students' writing skills among 32
sophomore students in an English department
at a college in Taiwan. Results indicated that
students positively recognized the use of wikis
in the writing class although they encountered
both functional and psychological obstacles to
using the new tools, indicating the need to
alter their traditional learning practices to
embrace new, technology-enhanced learning
systems.

In a case study, Lee (2010) used wiki pages
over a period of 14 weeks in a beginning
writing class at the university level. Using
group wiki pages, surveys and interviews, she
investigated the effect of wiki use on the
participants' writing and factors affecting it.
Results showed that wikis helped learners
organize content and enhanced peer correction
and feedback.

Kost (2011) investigated the use of wikis in
collaborative writing projects. Participants
used a variety of strategies in the planning,
writing and revision phases of their essays.
They also achieved a very high success rate in
correcting the formal mistakes they detected
by pooling their knowledge about language
issues. The students enjoyed working
collaboratively as they could share ideas and
work with each other’s strengths, and they also
liked the accessibility of the wiki.

Some studies focused on exploring the
challenges, barriers or potentials that affect the
implementation of wikis. Using qualitative and
quantitative  data, Karasavvidis (2010)
explored the barriers to  successful
implementation of 38 university students.
Results of the study revealed seven major
problems: time and effort required, the task
demands, plagiarism, lack of communication,
wikis sometimes reflected competition than
collaboration, validity of interpretations, and
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Figure6. Page comparison for tracking changes created by a participant showing the legend
The application of wikis in educational Some studies revealed negative results
settings, and especially in language learning, concerning the effect of wikis on different

| has grown in the last few years and has been variables—. Dishaw, Eierman, Iversen and
researched in a number of recent studies. The Philip (2011) examined two approaches for
studies varied in scope and area of research supporting  students' collaborative report
and their results were not consistent. writing: Microsoft Word with Track Changes
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Another advantage of wikis is that they allow revising the history, comparing different versions
created by the participants and tracking the changes with the help of the legend that the wiki

provides.
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trace individual contributions as well as
aggregated output over time.

Wikis have two states: read and edit. In the
read state, they look like a normal page and
wikis are in read state by default. When the
user wants to edit the page, he/ she must

& 5§ O

ks 1 ey Sl st s B

change to the edit state which may require to
sign in using a user name and a password in
some wikis. When the user clicks the "Edit"
button, the raw text is sent to the browser in an
editable form so users can modify the content
of the page.
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management skills of EFL students at
the college of education?

c) What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on monitoring
and control skills of EFL students at
the college of education?

d) What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on debugging
skills of EFL students at the college of
education?

e) What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on evaluation
skills of EFL students at the college of
education?

f) What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on the total score
of self-regulated learning skills of EFL
students at the college of education?

Review of Literature

Wikis and Learning.

Wikis have been around since 1995 when
Cunningham developed the first wiki,
WikiWikiWeb. They became hugely popular
in 2003 (Karasavvidis, 2010). According to
Baert (2008: 26), Ward Cunningham, the
creator of the original wiki, called it " the
simplest online database that could possibly
work". Wikis are collaborative web-based
environments that allow multiple users to
easily and quickly contribute content. They are
dynamic, constantly changing Web pages
where readers become authors and editors
(Matthew, Felvegi and Callaway, 2009).

A wiki is a second generation web application
("Web 2") which resembles a regular web site
for most visitors. However, the editorial
process in a wiki is considerably different
from conventional web sites. Users can visit
the wiki and read the available material and
they can edit existing contributions and
provide new ones (MartinezCarrillo and
Pentikousis, 2008). According to Allsop
(2011:130), "a wiki is a website where users
can modify any page, by adding content or
editing that which already exists". Wikis are

popular web sites that allow users to create,
publish and share web contents without much
programming skill (Changa, Morales-Arroyob
and Thanc, 2010/2011).

Karasavvidis (2010) quotes Leuf and
Cunningham's (2001:14), definition of a wiki
as a '"freely expandable collection of
interlinked web pages, a hypertext system for
storing and modifying information - a
database, where each page is easily edited by
any user with a forms —capable Web browser
client".

Wiki software enables users to easily and
quickly edit web pages using their web
browser; they do not need any specialized
technical knowledge. The wiki software’s
editing and graphics tools are basic compared
to today's complex and ambitious desktop
publishing tools. Settings and preferences are
limited; at times what is displayed when
editing the page is not the same as what is
displayed once the page edits are saved. For
example, uniform -indentations and line spaces
may not be uniform once the page is saved
(Matthew, Felvegi and Callaway,2009).

In group work, wikis offer students the
advantage of most virtual learning
environments, such as flexibility and the
convenience of not having to meet regularly.
Of particular interest for the assessment of
individual participation and group processes is
the function that tracks activity and stores
previous versions (Witney and Smallbone,
2011).

According  to  Martinez-Carrillo and
Pentikousis  (2008), the production and
acquisition of language in wikis transcend the
individual and mentalistic approach to
language acquisition as they enable activities
that involve multiple voices and give a more
goal oriented collective focus. Besides, the
environment of the wiki provides resources for
taking on complex problems, supporting
language production, and making possible to
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e Monitoring: A person's awareness of
the different strategies he/she uses in
learning.

e Debugging: The ability to wuse
alternative compensatory strategies to
modify understanding and mistakes in
performance.

e Evaluation: The ability to analyze
performance and effective strategies
after learning.

According to Zimmerman's model (2000),
self-regulated learning is a three-phase process
of forethought, performance, and self-
reflection. It is worth noting that the
aforementioned self-regulated learning
strategies align with the writing process where
the writer uses these strategies before, during
and after writing to manage and monitor the
writing process and perform competently on
the assigned writing task.

Although some studies have found success in
improving students' self-regulated learning
with scaffolds and other instructional aids
(Azevedo & Cromley, 2004), there is little
empirical evidence as to whether students will
be able to perform certain skills if they are
trained to regulate their learning since
literature shows congruent results. Hallberg
and Olsson (2017) revealed that self- regulated
learning did not correlate to successful
completed theses. While Ting and Huang
(2018) indicated an effect on students' writing
proficiency, Peverly et. al. (2003) pinpointed
that college students are not good at self-
regulation. Too few learners are skilled at
regulating their learning to optimize what they
learn (Azevedo & Cromley, 2004). Besides,
there is no study, to the best of the researcher's
knowledge that dealt with the effect of using
Web 2 tools such as wikis on self-regulated
learning skills. This study attempted to fill in
this gap by investigating the effect of using
wikis on collaborative essay writing and self-
regulated learning skills.

Problem of the Study

The area of e-learning in the Arab world is
relatively new and the studies conducted to
investigate the effect of the different potentials
e-learning provides are scare compared to
other areas of research. Web 2.0 offers great
new potentials that were not available before it
existed such as synchronous as well as
asynchronous collaboration between the
internet users. The value of such social
activities are revealed by some studies but still
need more investigation.

Studies in the Arab world are still in their
beginning. Most of the studies conducted in
the Arab world were conducted on free
learning management systems. Very few
studies were conducted on commercial
learning management systems such as the
Blackboard due to its high cost. Since King
Khaled University provides free subscriptions
to the staff members working for it, a study
examining one of the potential it provides,
wikis, would be possible. This study
investigated the effect of using wikis for
collaborative ~ writing on the  writing
performance and self-regulated learning skills
among EFL learners at the college of
education. The study attempted to answer the
following questions:

1. What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on the essay
writing performance of EFL students at
the college of education?

2. What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on self-regulated
learning skills of EFL students at the
college of education?

This question is divided into the following
sub-questions:

a) What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on planning for
writing skills of EFL students at the
college of education?

b) What is the effect of using wikis for
collaborative writing on information
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Philip, 2011; Bravo and Young, 2011; Witney
and Smallbone, 2011).

Although there is a great number of studies
conducted on the use of wikis, few have been
conducted in the Arab world due to its novelty.
Besides, research results are not consistent
though most of them seem to favor wikis to
other traditional ways. In the light of review of
literature, the need for additional research
focusing on the uses of wikis in education,
particularly when instructors assign and assess
specific collaborative tasks is required in the
Arab world.

In this paper the researchers consider remote
yet close collaboration where group members
perform part of collaborative writing in the
classroom and part over the internet and
contrast it to collaboration that happens fully
face-to-face in the classroom.

Self-regulated learning is a process in which
learners actively participate in their own
learning in terms of metacognition, motivation
and action. To Matric (2018), self-regulation is
described as the individuals' ability to direct
their actions towards goals and ideals which
can come from personal desires or the
expectations of others, and helps individuals
adjust to the demands of society and the
environment. Students who can conduct self-
regulated learning, have a clear idea of how
and why a specific self-regulatory strategy
should be employed. They are active learners
in terms of metacognition, motivation and
action control (Cheng, 2011). Self-regulated
learning presumes that students who are active
and take control of their own learning at any
age level or in any learning situation perform
better and achieve better results. Self-regulated
learners "... approach education tasks with
confidence, diligence, and resourcefulness.
They are aware of when they do or do not
know something. They seek out information
when needed and follow the necessary steps to
master it. When they encounter obstacles such
as poor study conditions, confusing teachers,

or abstruse text books they find a way to
succeed" (Zimmerman 1990).

Evidence from literature indicates that self-
regulatory  strategies may be a key
distinguishing characteristic of good learners
(Young and Ley, 2005) or leaders (James,
2009). In addition, teachers emphasizing self-
regulated learning within social learning
environments connect the goal orientated
learning  with  purposeful  engagement,
facilitate the activation of thinking strategies
through instructional support, and diversify

learning  opportunities that enable an
expectation of success (Peel, 2020).
Competent,  self-regulated learners are

hypothesized to have the knowledge and
strategies needed for learning and
remembering information and to have the skill
to effectively apply these resources to specific
learning and memory tasks (Peverly et. al.,
2003). More specifically, self-regulated
learners are described as: "setting specific
hierarchical learning goals, holding a learning
rather than a performance goal orientation,
having high self-efficacy, being intrinsically
interested, managing to focus on their
performance, using self-instructional
techniques, self-monitoring their learning,
seeking self-evaluation, attributing success or
failure to the strategies used rather than their
ability, having positive self-reactions, and
showing a high level of adaptivity" (Kerber et.
al., 2005:80) .

Schraw and Dennison (1994:474-475) see that
self-regulated learning is a component of
metacognition. To them, self-regulation
includes five sub-skills:

e Planning: Setting goals and aims and
resources needed before learning.

e Information Management : Ability to
use skills and strategies in a specific
direction for better and more effective
processing of information.
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Wikis, as one of the Web 2.0 social
networking tools, have been widely and
increasingly integrated into second and foreign
language instruction to promote collaborative
writing. Wikis are popular web sites that allow
users to create, publish and share web contents
without much programming skill (Chang,
Miguel, Than,Tun, and Wang, 2010). "A wiki
1S a web site, the content of which can be
edited by visitors to the site, allowing users to
easily create and edit pages collaboratively"
(Su and Beaumont, 2010:417).

Wikis are a form of asynchronous computer-
mediated communication in which all
participants  have equal chances for
participating in planning, drafting, editing and
revising. They develop linguistic skills as
participants use the target language to interact,
negotiate, and construct meaning. Wikis also
enhance collaborative skills as teamwork,
consensus building, collaborative effort, and
individual accountability which are essential to
the effective use of wikis. The wiki is a
catalyst in language skill development
(MartinezCarrillo & Pentikousis, 2008). Wikis
are an effective tool to support collaborative
learning and knowledge sharing. They also
make use of Vygotskian socio-cultural theories
of learning to the collective learning of a
language. Wikis open the possibility of
capturing more deeply the communicative
relationships between the students without
requiring them to be in the same place (Allsop,
2011).

Karasavvidis (2010) explained that wikis
allow collaborative creation of content. They
do not need a specific operating system or
application software. Besides, they do not
require advanced computer and internet skills.
According to Allsop (2011) and Karasavvidis
(2010), wikis allow their users the ability to
compare previous versions of a page, track
who edited what and when. Furthermore, a
wiki can involve different kinds of work:
individual work (e.g. writing a page),

collaboration (i.e. the shared construction of
text), communication (i.e. a threaded
discussion on a given topic), and evaluation
(i.e. peer review of the texts authored). Its
added value is manifested in that, by
definition, it allows for the creation of
dynamic text which simultaneously represents
both the finished product and the process of
creating it (Karasavvidis, 2010). A user can
link keywords within a document or a number
of documents, which allows the growth of wiki
pages, while editing privileges may also be
extended to all users or restricted to selected
users to the wiki sites (Chang, 2010/2011).
Wikis have proven to be successful tools for
developing collaborative learning as well as
writing skills (Lee, 2010, Ghorbandordinejad
& Aref, 2017, Akbari &  Erfani, 2018,
Hudson, 2018). The wiki environment seems
to benefit collaborative writing and promote
successful brainstorming (Sharp &
Whaley,2018) and revision behavior. Peer
collaboration and  scaffolding  fostered
attention to form for the improvement of
language accuracy in Lee (2010). It also
enhanced confidence in wusing writing
strategies and reducing anxiety (Cho & Lim,
2017). However, the results are not congruent.
Students in Dishaw, Eierman, Iversen and
Philip (2011) found that word and email
combination are more useful and easier to use
than the wiki environment in completing the
project. Furthermore, there was no perceived
difference in the effort of collaboration
between the two methods.

Wikis have been used in higher education in a
variety of ways. They have been used for
collaborative learning and collaborative
writing (Martinez-Carrillo and Pentikousis,
2008; Matthew, Felvegi and Callaway, 2009;
Lee, 2010; Su and Beaumont, 2010; Lin and
Yang, 2011; Lin and Yang, 2011), online
collaboration (Su and Beamont, 2010) and in
assignments and/or projects (Baert, 2008;
Allsop,2011; Dishaw, Eierman, Iversen&
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Abstract. Writing is a complex process that requires pre-writing during writing and after writing
activities. The process is facilitated by group collaboration in the different stages of the process. Wikis,
as one of the Web 2.0 social networking tools, are web sites, the content of which can be edited by
visitors to the site, allowing users to easily create and edit pages collaboratively. This study aims at
investigating the effect of using wikis and face to face collaborative writing on the writing performance
and self- regulated learning skills among EFL college students. The study comprises 66 female
participants enrolled in Writing 4, an advanced writing course, at Level 4 in the College of Education at
Dhahran Al-Janoub, King Khaled University, Saudi Arabia. The experimental group (n=34) used wikis
for collaborative essay writing while the control group (n=32) used face-to-face collaboration. Results of
the study revealed that students using wikis as collaborative writing tools outperformed those using face-
to-face collaborative writing in essay writing performance. Besides, they outperformed them in self-
regulated learning skills. The study gives implications on the potentials that wikis hold for the teaching of
EFL and the area of writing skill.

Key Words: wikis - Collaborative writing - writing Performance - Self- regulated Learning Skills

Introduction

Writing is one of the important language skills
that facilitates communication and connections
among members of families, communities, and

drafting, editing and revising. The process is
facilitated by group collaboration in the
different writing stages. With Web 2.0 tools
which highly surmount users' participations,

nations; promotes self-expression and personal such as blogs, wikis, podcasts, social
development; and allows gathering, refining, bookmarking, = photo  sharing, instant
sharing, and preserving knowledge and messaging, VolP applications, RSS feeds,
understandings. Writing is a complex process mash-ups, etc, the possibilities for
that requires pre-writing activities such as communication and collaboration have

brainstorming, word mapping, outlining,

239

proliferated (Karasavvidis, 2010).
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