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The connotations of the letter of Ba ' as applied by scholars of principles

of Islamic Jurisprudence

Dr. Abdul-Wahhab ibn Ayed Al-Ahmadi
Associate Professor in the Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies
Umm Alqura University, Makkah Al-Mukarrma

The letter of ba’ is one of huriif al-ma ‘ani that was researched by both grammarians and scholars of
the principles of Islamic Jurisprudence. It bears many meanings, but the most influential meanings in
the provisions of Sharia are adjoining, causality, transgression, accompaniment, substitution,
adverbial and oath. These meanings were not all agreed upon among the scholars; some of them
disagreed in the meanings of some of them as substitutions, and the consensus on some of them as
adjoining. And the validity of its implication to the rest of the meanings. It should be noted that the
scholars of jurisprudence and the Islamic principles applied the meanings on the texts in the law, and
in the hadith of the creation and the words of sellers and buyers, givers of charity endowments and
will-writers and divorced couples and others. It is required that in order to apply these meanings on
the words of people, they should speak according to the standard language fusha, or at least use the
letter ba’ in accordance with Arabic language.
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Assigning the Qur'an to the Qur'aan: A Fundamentalist and applied Study

Mashhur Hatem Al-Harthy
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Jeddah — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

This is a fundamentalist research on one of the general and specific issues in the Holy Quran: the issue of
"assigning the Qur'an to the Qur'an.the fundamentals of jurisprudence have an effect on the validity of
reasoning and the soundness of devising judgments, especially public and private research. The third
requirement: the definition of the second, the third requirement: the definition of the Quran, the fourth
requirement: the rule of the allocation of the Koran in the Koran, and the fifth demand: examples applied
to the allocation of the Koran in the Koran, and cited twenty examples of application of the books of
interpretation and others , Then reported findings and recommendations.

Asking God Almighty to provide us with useful knowledge and good deeds, and to make the Koran an
argument for us not to us, arrived Allah peace on our Prophet Muhammad and his family and
companions.
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Crying and its Impact on Prayer: Comparative Figh Study

Dr. Ayed bin Moaafy bin Juman Al-Jedaani
Assistant Professor, Department of General Materials.

The search relates to the prayer which is the second pillar after the two testimonies. There is an existence of
differences and divergence of opinions between the Fugaha which need to be searched in order to reach the right in
this matter and the need for Muslims to know the provisions concerning prayer especially which are repeated in their
daily lives several times. Some of people occurrence the excesses that violate the correct and the Islamic evidence
like cry and raise the loud voice that confuse the worshippers in their prayers without excuse. In order to reward
from Allah Almighty in educating people the forensic science, and participate in the statement of matters of their

religion and worship them and enrich the Islamic library New and useful in this section.
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s J1 ) Cina o dllae
Rules in standardizing names and attributes

Abdullah Dhaifallah Al Hofan
Umm Al Qura University

Research topic: Unification of names and attributes.

The objectives of the research: extrapolating the books of the Creed and collecting what is related to the
standardization of names and attributes, and their formulation in rules.

Research Methodology: Inductive Methodology.

Highlights:

The expression of the truth, the Almighty is the way of the Sunnis.

The names of God and His attributes are eternal, not created or modern.

Optional qualities: are qualities related to the will of God and his will, do it whenever he wants.

The door attributes wider than the door names, and the door of news about God is wider than them.

The qualities of the interview are: qualities and actions proved to God in certain places and specifically, does not tell
them about him at all, but remember as it came restricted.

It is permissible to derive attributes from names, and vice versa, and participation in the name does not require him to
participate in the name.

It is permissible to wear the names of Allaah Almighty, and it is not permissible to worship in His attributes, and to
pray for names is unifying.

The texts of names, attributes and delivery must be proved and accepted on the appearance and transmission as it
came.

Dislikes the frequent in-depth and deep in the search questions names and attributes and the multitude of questions in
them.

Key recommendations:

The importance of devising general rules in the sections of the Creed, which gathers its questions and facilitates the
science of its researchers.

The importance of exploring the words of the violators and the statement of their suspicions so as to facilitate their
call and reveal their void.

And blessings and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad
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The Effect of Neglecting Qur'anic Recitations in Rhetorical Analysis

Yasser Mohammed Babateen
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Jeddah — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract.Rhetoricians carefully considered the differences between similar expressions and convergent wordings in
Qur'an to highlight the distinguished Qur'anic construction (Nazm) and to elucidate similarity in expressions, and
deduce the ulterior semantics and allusions. Nazm inquiry consists of word choice, form, structure and word order
within context. Rhetorical elucidation tracks Qur'anic usage and analyses analogical and 'heard' usage of language
while considering all signs within the contexts.

Qur'anic recitations are essential parts of Qur'anic usage, if neglected, this may lead to a deficient rhetorical
elucidation, which does not complement the context, or may lead to inaccurate elucidation, which contradicts
intended meaning of Qur'anic readings. This study attempts to investigate this methodological defect in representative
cases, which demonstrate inadequacy of the rhetorical analysis in isolation from the Qur'anic recitations.

Keywords :Rhetorical elucidation, Qur'anic recitations, Qur'anic construction (Nazm), Rhetoric.
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Training Concepts and Methods in Teaching Arabic Language

Dr. Noah ibn Yahya Alshehri
Arabic Language Department
Faculty Arts and Humanities
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah

Abstract. In this research, this paper examines the concepts and methods of training which can be used
in teaching Arabic language. It addresses the distinctive role of syntax in in having a functional role to
develop language skills. Is also highlights the place of syntax between the message and the
craftsmanship, shows the scale of training, and demonstrates the difference between training and
education to show some of the examples of the the early scientists' usage of training methods.
Moreover, It discusses training on language skills, citing experiment of teaching (Practical Training) for
students of King Abdul Aziz University, and its objectives, topics, and outcome assessment. The paper
is then concluded with some recommendations.
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Ibn Shahid Alandalusi's Self-Commiseration: Influences and Characteristics

Saeed Musafar Almaliki

Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Jeddah — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract. this paper studies Ibn Shahid's self-elegy in terms of the influences that shape it and its major
characteristics. The paper begins with a foreword followed by an introductory overview of the self-elegy's history in
the poetry of the Levant and Andalusia. In the first of its two sections, the paper discusses the influences which
contribute to shaping Ibn Shahid's self-elegy, while in the second it analyzes its major thematic and stylistic
characteristics. The paper ends with stating its key conclusions.
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The role of knowledge management in developing the dimensions of digital

citizenship from the perspective of students Graduate studies at King
Abdulaziz University

Mohamed Yousuf Al-Montashari — Othman Moses Aqeeli
Ministry of Education King Abdulaziz University

Department of Information Science

This study aimed at identifying the role of Knowledge management in developing the dimensions of digital
citizenship from the perspective of graduate students at King Abdul-Aziz University, through identifying the role of
knowledge management in developing the ethical dimension, technological dimension, and social dimension for
digital citizenship, the descriptive methodology was adopted, the researchers prepared an electronic questionnaire, the
sample of the study consisted of 80 graduate students at King Abdul-Aziz University.

The results of the study showed the great role of Knowledge management in developing the ethical dimension of
digital citizenship, and its sub dimensions: digital access, digital law, and digital etiquette, the great role of of
Knowledge management in developing the technological dimension of digital citizenship, through implementing
digital commerce processes, digital Literacy, and digital communication, and the great role of Knowledge
management in developing the social dimension of digital citizenship, through ensuring digital rights, digital security
and digital health for digital citizens.

In light of these results, the study proposed some recommendations to develop digital citizenship, and identifying the
relationship between the awareness level of knowledge management and digital citizenship skills among university
students.
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Obstacles of professional development in light of the standards of quality and
accreditation
(From the faculty members point of view)

Dr. Nashwa Karam Abu Bakr Dr. Fathy Mohamed Mahmoud
Associate Professor, Department of Associate Professor, Department of
Psychology Psychology

Abstract. The study aims to shed light on the obstacles of professional growth in the light of quality
standards and academic accreditation from the point of view of faculty members , The following
obstacles: First: Occupational obstacles, including sub-dimensions (institutional capacity constraints,
training obstacles, impediments to support and accounting, personal and family obstacles, constraints on
professional burdens, , And the second axis of the obstacles of scientific research, which included the sub-
dimensions (institutional capacity, support and accounting, personal constraints, and obstacles related to
professional burdens) The third axis: obstacles to participation in scientific events and community
service, The researchers prepared a questionnaire to identify the obstacles to professional growth in the
light of quality standards and academic accreditation, And was verified for its sincerity and stability, The
sample of the study consisted of 40 members of the teaching staff, Faculty of Education, Qassim
University, (18 males, 22 females) with an average age of 42.3, the questionnaire was distributed
electronically, The results of the study found that there were obstacles that were more prevalent among
the sample members, And also renewed statistically significant differences between males and females in
personal obstacles related to occupational disabilities, And the total degree of occupational barriers in the
direction of males, While there were no significant differences on the other sub-dimensions, nor on the
obstacles of scientific research, And obstacles to participation in scientific events and community service.
There were no significant differences due to experience, And in terms of degree, and found significant
differences in the dimension of personal obstacles in the direction of Professor and Associate Professor,
There were no differences on the other axes and sub-dimensions. In the light of the obstacles, a proposed
scenario for the development of professional growth was presented and the elimination of these obstacles.
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historical context, but also by examining the
socio-cultural factors behind the people’s
devotion to Islam, and thus potentially to those
who claim, however falsely, to be its true
political representatives.

Steppat also draws attention to this issue in his
book on fundamentalism; he notes “that
present trends in Jordan and Algeria suggest
that Islam may gain power as a result of
democratic majorities” and therefore, he urges
the world to “stop regarding it as an enemy.
Islam feels threatened by the West and is on
the defensive. By viewing it as an enemy we
fail to wunderstand it and postpone its
appeasement” (Warburg, 2009: 662). We seem
to be witnessing the fulfilment of Steppat’s
prophecy, and the coming years should tell
whether or not the world will heed his warning
to understand Islam.

References’

Abu Zayd, Nasr. Naqd al-Khitab al-Dini. 2nd
ed. Cairo: Sina li al-Nashr, 1994.

Aksikas, Jaafar. Modernities: Islamism,
Nationalism, and Liberalism in the Post-
colonial World. New Y ork: Peter Lang, 2009.
Al-Rabi‘n, Turki. Al-Harkat al-’Islamiyya fi
Manzir al-Khitab al-‘Arabi. Casablanca: al-
Markaz al-Thaqafi al-‘Arabi, 2006.
Al-‘Awdat, Husayn. al-Nahda wa al-Hadatha
Bayn al-’Irtibak wa al-’Ikhfaq. Beirut: Dar
al-Saqi, 2011.

Arkoun, Mohammad. Tarikhiyyat al-Fikr al-
‘Arabi. 2™ ed. Casablanca: al-Markaz al-
Thaqafi al-*Arabi, 1996.

Baqgader, Abubaker. “Contemporary Islamic
Movements in the Arab World”, Islam,
Globalization, and Postmodernity. eds. Akbar
Ahmed & Hastings Donnan. London:
Routledge, 1994.

Lewis, Bernard. The Future of the Middle
East. London: Orion, 1997.

® Arabic books are transliterated.

Ménoret, Pascal. The Saudi Enigma: A
Histroy. London: Zed Books, 2005.

Ruthven, Malise. “The Islamist Movement in
the Middle East and North Africa”, The
Middle East and North Africa. 53 ed.
London: Routledge, 2007.

Stern, Jessica & Berger, J.M. ISIS the State of
Terror. London: William Collins, 2015.
Warburg, Gabriel R. “From Sufism to
Fundamentalism: The Mahdiyya and the
Wahhabiyya”, Middle Eastern Studies. 45.(4)
(2009).



294 Adel Khamis Alzahrani

of feudalism, as it was in Europe’, and
therefore ‘it must be fought and defeated’ as
Faysal Darraj insists. Abdulla Hinna, by
contrast, considers Islam the revolutionary ally
of the revolutionary Arab regimes and the
spokesman of the bourgeoisie because it
rejects feudalism. It is, in Mahmud Amin al-
‘Alim’s opinion the initial ally of capitalism,
while Rif"at al-Sayyid believes that Political
Islam is ‘a capitalist ideology wearing a white
robe and a beard’ and, surprisingly, it could be
the ‘proponent of colonial attacks’ according
to al-‘Azm.

This conspiratorial mentality is, Al-Rabi‘t
concludes, the result of a lack of objectivity in
these investigations, though they are
conducted by progressive intellectual figures;
unless the elites of both ‘progressives’ and
‘Islamists’ find an objective formula to discuss
the situation of the Arab region and lean to
avoid ideological conflicts, Al-Rabi‘l does not
discern any future for constructive dialogue,
and as therefore for regional development (al-
Rabi‘ad, 2006: 26-57).

Al-Rabi‘t quotes Mohammad al-Jabiri’s al-
Mas’ala al-Thaqgafiyya 1996 (The Cultural
Issue), which is considered a revision of his
and others’ methodologies of reading
Islamism. Al-Jabiri sets two conditions for a
clear understanding: first, the scholar should
be objective and keep a distance between his
or her personal ideology and the examined
subject; and second, the issue should be dealt
with as inner, continuous and rich, not from
the view point of an outsider. Consistently, he
recognises (and urges other authors to do so)
these movements and accepts them as
constituting a de facto phenomenon that has a
rational and objective basis (al-Rabi‘d, 2006:
65-66).

Another scholar, Radwan al-Sayyid concedes
in his book Syasat al-Islam al-Mu‘asir
(Politics of Contemporary Islam) that there is
an ‘Arab crisis’ that has shaped intellectual
and cultural life in general, and so the

problems posed by Islamist movements should
be reconsidered; he stresses the importance of
contextualising the phenomenon, with all its
various discourses and defects, within the
whole mosaic in order to reach an effective
understanding (al-Rabi‘t, 2006: 74-78).

In his Musa’alat al-Hazima (Questioning the
Defeat) Mohammad al-Ansari agrees with
both al-Sayyid and al-Jabiri, though he does
not think Islamism could function as an
alternative. Nonetheless, he believes that
Islamist movements need to address three
issues in order to succeed. First, they need to
conceive a new political Islamic project that
has a progressive vision. Second, they must
break the connection with the suicidal violence
which has stained its history, and third, they
have to find a way to absorb modern
civilisation and benefit from its scientific and
civilising powers (al-Rabi‘i, 2006: 84-85).

In sum, al-Rabi‘t warns Arab intellectuals that
Islamism 1s not a merely temporary
phenomenon which can be quickly examined
and diagnosed; it is rooted in a long and rich
history. He argues that the Arab masses,
whose support is deemed to be the strategic
power behind the Islamist movements, cannot
be underestimated; they belong to Islam, and
whoever claims to be a true representative of
Islam will probably have the advantage of
appealing to their emotions and thus secure
their support.

Conclusion

The investigation above shows that although
Arab critics have taken the phenomenon
seriously and tried to address it in details in
their works, they still need to answer two
questions: the first is about the gap they have
so far failed to close with their own societies
and win the trust of their own people. The
second is about Islam- not Muslims- as a
religion that is a dominant factor among the
majority of Arab societies; any work aiming to
study the phenomenon needs to consider this
element carefully; not only by putting it in its
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such as: how did the phenomenon of Islamism
in Egypt accompany the rise of Nasirism?
How can we explain the expansion of political
Islam beyond Egypt to influence the youth in
other Arab countries? Can we accept the
psychological and sociological factors that
some scholars suggest are at the root of this
phenomenon? Finally, is political Islam a
temporary arising from particular
circumstances phenomenon?

Although al-Rabi‘t’ is uncomfortable with the
notion of ‘Arab progressives’, he seems to
accept the Arab progressives’ own definition:
after their 1982 symposium in Switzerland
they concluded that Arab progressives are ‘all
Arab communists, pan-Arab nationalists,
Ba‘thists, and Nasserists’ who oppose and
reject the reactionary politics and the rigidity
of the Arab rightist, which are essentially
Islamist (al-Rabi‘g, 2006: 22).

The author thinks that this -classification
implies a basic problem; it is in effect a call to
arms against the Islamists and is dominated by
an ideology that is not prepared to engage in
dialogue with the rightists but seems only to
confront them. Accordingly, Arab progressives
believe that the authorities must deal strictly
with the rightists as an imminent danger; they
urge governments to classify Islamist
movements as ‘extremist’ and neutralise them.
Al-Rab1‘ii thinks that Arab progressives
contradict the values they believe in: freedom,
justice, civilised dialogue, and, on the
contrary, exercise what they tend to warn
people against: exclusionism and suppression.
The book’s reservations on the Arab
progressives’  discourse  include  their
explanations, locating, and typing of Islamism;
al-Rabi‘li criticises both the psychological
approach found in the works of Mohammad
Arkoun and the Egyptian Ghali Shukri, and the
sociological explanations offered by the
Egyptian Mahmiid Amin al-‘Alim and the
Lebanese Husayn Marwa. The first approach

proposes that the rise of Islamist movements is
a result of psychological ‘diseases’ that caused
by oppression and despair; al-Rabi‘t asks how
these diseases could take hold during the
glorious times of pan-Arabism and Nasirism.
In contrast, the sociological explanation tends
to cite the waves of migration from villages to
cities; the people who move from rural towns
and villages are primitive, conservative,
mostly illiterate, and naive; they believe in
myths more than the power of reason; they
tend to trust religious people and institutions,
thus the Islamists’ followers are largely
composed of this class. Al-Rabi‘t also
disagrees with this hypothesis, arguing that
this it is based on a Marxist view that contends
both that farmers and villagers from a class
whose culture is impoverished, and that Islam
is a religion particularly suited to rural people.
This discourse also contradicts itself when it
says that the entire ‘Arab street’, including
both workers and farmers, was behind the
Nationalist project, but then characterises the
common ideology of these people as
metaphysical and religious.

The book also condemns the floundering
attempts of the progressives to place Islamism
in its socio-political context; there is no
contemporary convincing progressive theory
of religion, and this has encouraged Arab
progressives to venture the field. However,
instead of building their own theories, they
borrow from Marxism, which they use as an
unassailable model immune from all Islamist
assaults. Thus, critics like Rif*at al-Sayyid and
Sadiq al-*Azm declare that religion has no role
to play in the political system and must not be
involved in any way, and any attempt to
politicise Islam is bound to fail.

Al-Rabi‘u rejects these ideological
assumptions and argues that they inevitably
lead to false judgments as well as
methodologically  contradictory  analyses;
religion in al-*‘Azm’s view is ‘the primary ally
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Liberalism in the Post-colonial World, he
states that “the problem with Yassine’s’
analysis, and Islamist discourse in general, is
that it reduces everything to a mere religious,
ideological struggle between Islam on the one
hand, and secularism and atheism, the other
faces of Christianity, on the other. It is as if all
the history of humanity were the history of
religious struggle” (Aksikas, 2009: 106).
Aksikas thinks that although Islamists succeed
to win the trust, or attention of Arab societies,
this does not mean that they do realise how
society functions, or should function,
according to the values of modernity. Thus, he
asserts, “such [Islamist]analysis emphasizes
the exclusive role of religion, and denies the
role of social factors in social and historical
change” (Aksikas, 2009: 106).

Arab Critics under Familiar Fire

The Syrian thinker Turki al-Rabi‘t provides in
his study A/l-Harkat al-’Islamiyya fi Manzir
al-Khitab al-"Arabi (Islamic Movements from
the Perspective of Contemporary Arabic
Discourse) a comprehensive but different
reading of the studies devoted to an analysis of
the phenomenon of Islamism. At the beginning
of his review al-Rabi‘li quotes the Moroccan
historian Abdallah Laroui’s Contemporary
Arabic Ideology, where the latter states that
modern Arab countries face three kinds of
‘self-enemies’ (internal threats or challenges):
the liberal politician, accused of complete
dependence on the West, who express his
despair in severe criticism and mockery of
Arab governments; The sheikh, who finds
himself banned from preaching and sees
nothing around him but the devil and the West
controlling Muslim societies; and the young
man whose hopes are too wide, and who
impatiently witnesses the failure of the

3 By which he means Abdessalam Yassine, the leader of
Islamist Moroccan organisation al-‘Adl wa al-Thsan
(Justice and Philanthropy).

nation’s leaders to fulfil their promises and
resolve his and his generation’s problems.

This disillusioned youth cannot resist the
temptations of the past, which inspire him to
sacrifice himself for his faith, to be re-born
and live the life he wants in the hereafter. The
writer Sa“d al-Din Ibrahim calls this third type
‘al-munadil  al-Muslim  al-sakhit’  (the
struggling, discontented Muslim); he describes
him as well-educated, bearded,’ but indignant.
This man constitutes the distinguishing mark
of the Arab world in our period; Bernard
Lewis in his The Future of the Middle East
warns the world that a whole generation has
grown up in tragic conditions: deformed
developments, undemocratic life, inefficient
governments whether leftist or rightist, and
huge numbers of influential preachers who
enthusiastically call for the Islamisation of the
Arab states without enough awareness of the
modern world and its requirements (Lewis,
1997: 47).

Agreeing with Lewis’s observation, al-Rabi‘a
adds that the continuity of both the
authoritarian regimes and the perceived
hostility of US polices in addition to the
grievances of a young generation without hope
will certainly lead to more activism and
effectiveness on the part of the radical Islamist
movements, even though these seem to lack a
substantial political project. However, al-
Rabi‘d believes that all the rash analyses of,
and passionate debates about, the phenomenon
make the situation worse instead of helping to
reach a clear understanding (al-Rabi‘a, 2006:
7-11).

Al-Rabi‘t’s book deals with what is called
literally ‘the Arabic progressive discourse’,
addressing questions crucial in this context

* This characterisation describes a type of religious young
man in the Muslim world; its mention of the beard needs a
word of explanation. Beards in Islam have a symbolic
importance and Muslims are encouraged to grow them.
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strongly influenced Qutb as an example; his
ideas were adopted extensively by later
generations of Islamists. Among these ideas
was his classification of the modern jahilyya
into three categories: atheism, polytheism, and
Sufism.

Al-Mawdiidi believed that foreign elements
such as Greek philosophy and Western
sciences and arts had a destructive affect on
Islamic culture and resulted in the appearance
of deviant doctrines and ways of thinking
within the Islamic body. Thus, he attacked the
philosophical ~ heritage,  doctrines  like
Mu 'tazila,? and modern arts whether music,
painting, and sculpture. Instead, he called on
Muslims to follow the ‘pure’ Islamic traditions
taken from the Qur’an and the Sunna as
interpreted and explained by a few scholars
holding a particular doctrinal position. Abu
Zayd remarks that these ideas, developed by
Qutb and other Islamists, were hostile to any
diversity within Islam and thus led to the
advocacy of the concept of al-hakimiyya,
which pits Divine law against all forms of
secular reasoning. Al-hakimiyya generally
means that there is no governor but Allah,
whose laws must be applied and followed;
therefore any secular law is clearly intended to
replace the law of Allah, and must not be
allowed.

Ideas advocating the enforcement of Shari‘a
laws and the abolition of all others, and also
ideas of attacking Arab authorities and their
followers gradually became popular as a result
of this thinking. Abu Zayd concludes that
Islamists mingle two concepts in their attack
on secularism: they accuse its advocates of
aiming to separate between Islam and the state,
and between Islam and society. While the
latter is impossible - nobody can achieve such
a separation but the people themselves -

2 The Mu'tazila is a rational theological school that
flourished between the eighth and tenth centuries.

preventing the former is the key target;
controlling both religious and governing
powers is the ultimate goal of political Islam
(Abu Zayd, 1994).

Regarding this last point, the Algerian thinker
Mohammad Arkoun comments that the Qur’an
as a text is open to a great number of
interpretations, none of which can claim with
certainty to be the definite truth, or to have
exhausted its meanings. Thus, all schools and
doctrines are called Islamic are no more than
ideological movements designed to support
and justify social powers competing to obtain
authority and domination (Arkounm 1996:
145).

Islamist movements are the result of this
problematic situation; as long as there is no
one who universally agreed interpretation of
the first source of Islam, it will be impossible
to build a movement that completely
represents Islam; any movement’s claim to do
so should be regarded as essentially
ideological. Arkoun admits that the new global
importance of Islam with its many possible
dimensions has become the historically
unmatched phenomenon of the age.

He rejects, however, any attempts to connect
this phenomenon to efforts to revive medieval
Islam; he believes that it is essentially related
to the Arabs’ powerful desire to regain their
identity, which was being eroded by colonial
ambitions in the region. Islam is felt by most
Arabs to be the only aspect of their identity
that can maintain their traditional social fabric
endangered by cultural and economic crises;
this fabric is considered essential for the future
development of the nation(Arkoun, 1996:
136).

Still, the problem of political Islam is that it
has no real interest in modernity, which
inevitably leads to a conflict with reality, in
the opinion of the originally-Moroccan and
American critic Jaafar Aksikas. In his
Modernities: Islamism, Nationalism, and
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of the phenomenon in the last four decades are
political, socio-cultural, and economic.

The German scholar Fritz Steppat lists four
reasons for the astonishing growth of political
Islam. First, with the development of the new
global market system these countries
witnessed unbalanced population growth, and
poorly planned development led to social and
economic disorder and general despair.
Second, Arabs were acutely of disappointed by
most postcolonial governments’ suppression
of democracy, failure to solve societal
problems, and oppression of the people.

Third, although all Arab countries gained
independence, the influence of the colonial
powers persisted the so-called new order,
which served Western interests. Fourth, the
endeavours sometimes by politicians, at other
times by intellectuals, to imitate — or to
enforce - the ‘Western model’ with its social
values and orientations including liberalism,
socialism, and democracy (Warburg, Jul.
2009: 663).

Baqader agrees with Frits’s analysis and adds
that the expansion and struggle of the Muslim
Brothers and the success of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran inspired Muslims and
provided them with a new and private
literature to deal with the challenges of the
modern world. He also believes that the
decline of the nationalist project after the
defeat of 1967 encouraged frustrated Arabs to
look for alternatives, which they found in
‘Islamist’ activism. Baqader finally mentions
the gap that increasingly widened between
elites who supported westernising initiatives
and secular theories on the one hand, and the
masses on the other; this eventually resulted in
crisis of trust that “led the latter to reject the
intellectual leadership of the former”(
Bagqader, 1994: 118).

Islamism under the Scalpel of Arab Critics
The phenomenon of Islamist activism has
always attracted the attention of Arab
intellectuals, who happen to have different

standpoints. One leading study is that of the
Egyptian thinker Nasr Abu Zayd, titled Nagd
al-Khitab al-Dini (Critique of Religious
Discourse); this book gave rise to great
controversy and tension which reached
uncontrolled levels, forcing Abu Zayd to flee
to the Netherlands to save his life. The work
discusses the rise of political Islam in Egypt in
three chapters; it analyses the prime principles
of the Islamists’ discourse.

The author does not distinguish between the
‘extremist’ and the ‘moderate’ voices in that
discourse; he believes the difference between
the two is a matter of degree not of principles.
Thus, he focuses on two key concepts of the
Islamists: al-nas and al-hakimiyya (the text
and the governance). The text, which consists
of both the Qur’an and the Sunna of the
Prophet (his saying and actions) has remained
unaltered since the early period of Islam; but
the problem, in Abu Zayd’s opinion, lies in the
interpretation.

The human mind was encouraged to be
creative in understanding the texts not only by
the Qur’an and the Sunna, but also by Islamic
scholars throughout history, even those known
for their strictness, who advocated the use of
what is called jurisprudentially ijtihad.
Islamists in modern times, however, reject this
approach; they are opposed to the use of
reason to interpret texts, and instead rely on
the arguments of previous scholars, even
though those scholars were human beings like
themselves.

Abu Zayd argues that the new Islamist
scholars seek to deny the mind its prime
function for which Allah created it: thinking;
and to imprison mankind in blind imitation.
This, he states, is in clear contradiction to
Islam’s emphasis on rationality and can only
lead to a one-dimensioned view of the
religion; because Islamists deny reason; they
recognise no way of understanding but theirs,
and any other interpretation is condemned as a
deviation. Abu Zayd uses al-Mawdudi, who
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group movement can alone represents Islam,
even though all movements — and doctrines
likewise - claim they do. “Islam presents itself
as the blueprint of social order, as a way of life
based on rules and principles that are eternal,
divinely ordained and independent of its
followers. Thus it has played and continues to
play an important role in the life of Muslims”
(Baqader, 1994: 114).

With regard to governance, Islam does not
distinguish between the state and the religious
institutions; they are all under the umbrella of
its law (shari‘a), and therefore, “most political
powers tried to assert their legitimacy not only
by stressing that they submitted to the Islamic
ideal, but also by working to protect and
embody it” (Baqader, 1994: 114). Religious
intellectuals (ulema) always played a major
role in this process; they were greatly
respected by the people as the representatives
of Islam or even the leaders of the nation; and
they are still considered the leaders in some
discourses nowadays.

The wulema also functioned as mediators
between rulers and people; on the one hand it
was their mission to supervise how well Islam
was being practised by the rulers, and they
were on the other supposed to stress the
importance of obeying the rulers and condemn
- or indeed criminalise - any disobedience.
However, for just this reason the ulema were
brought close to the ruler’s court where they
were given special privileges which enhanced
their power in society. It should be mentioned
here that, there was always a number of ulema
who refused these privileges and did not
succumb to the rulers’ temptations, and they
were admired by the people for their wisdom,
knowledge, Islamic ethics, and divine
blessings (baraka).

This respect and admiration continued into the
colonial period and was strengthened when the
ulema confronted colonial forces and led
popular rebellions against them; they became

iconic heroes because of their determination to
protect Islam and the nation and to fight the
invaders:

The Western challenge led some thinkers — for
the first time in the history of Islam — to ask
questions such as, what is the secret of
Western superiority? Why are we defeated?
What is wrong with us? How could the
community of Islam regain its leadership role
and status? These questions became the basis
of ongoing auto-critique in the Muslim world.
This auto-critique led the wulema to play a
major role in co-ordinating the struggle against
the colonial powers. (Baqader, 1994: 116).
After independence, however, and contrary to
their expectations, the u/ema found themselves
excluded from the new political systems:
nationalist and socialist trends were promoted
instead of the traditional Islamic ruling system,
which limited the political authority of the
ulema; they “were often forced to acquiesce in
the loss of their legal monopoly” (Ruthven,
2007: 107), and decided to gain support among
the people.

They began to create their own sphere of
influence, establishing or re-establishing
traditional schools based on the Islamic
system, and attracting as much attention and
support as possible among the masses. The
seeds of some Islamist movements were
planted by these means in the early decades of
the twentieth century; the Muslim Brothers
(founded in 1928), one of the largest and most
influential Islamist parties at the present time,
is a classic example.

Islamist movements have since continued to
emerge in qualitatively different types in Arab
and Muslim countries. Their goals and
methods have varied widely; some of them
have branched from — or revolted against -
others, while some have claimed to be unique
though being clearly influenced by -earlier
movement. The factors behind this flourishing
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impact on the Arab masses and win their
votes.

However, It has become clear with the results
of the ‘Arab spring’ that Islamists have more
to offer; in the election held after the fall of the
Tunisian ex-president Zayn al-‘Abidin b. “Ali
in October 2011 the Islamist party al-Nahda
swept the board, and a few months later the
same thing happened in Egypt, where the
Muslim Brothers’ Freedom and Justice Party
enjoyed an overwhelming win in the first
parliamentary elections after the resignation of
president Mubarak. Though the protests of
2013 ended the short but shiny spring of
Muslim Brothers, Islamist movements have
proved their ability to organise themselves and
to win the people’s trust.

This paper discusses the different opinions of
Arab critics about the phenomena of Islamism
and its influence on Arab societies. It attempts
to highlight how realistic — or unrealistic -
those critics are in their endeavourer to
understand the needs of their own societies. To
do that the paper also surveys the foundations
of Islamist movements, and the historical
circumstances behind their emergence in the
Arab world, in order to frame the whole
picture.
Historical
Complication
It should be said that Islam has become the
reference of the Arabs’ glory; under its flags
the sun of the nation shone, and every caliph
considered himself, and was considered by
Muslims, the carrier of that flag. Rulers
throughout history have competed to prove or
enhance their legitimacy and reputation by
appealing to Islam. Political Islam began early
in Islamic history; the conflict between “Ali b.
Abi Talib, the last of the °‘rightly guided’
caliphs and Mu‘awya b. Abi Sufyan, the
founder of the Umayyad state is considered
one of the first occasions on which Islam was
politicised. Eventually, three main doctrines in
Islam gradually developed: Sunni, Shi‘i, and

Factors... Historical

Sufi; many different interpretations are
associated with them, and each doctrine is
deemed ideal by its followers.

Beside the historical factor, the emergence of
the so-called Islamic reformist movements in
the eighteenth century, as a result of the
anarchic state of the Ottoman Empire, is
deemed a significant stage before modern
Islamism. The Syrian writer Husayn al-*Awdat
analyses the role of such movements in his
book al-Nahda wa al-Hadatha Bayn al-
‘Irtibak  wa al-’lIkhfag (Renaissance and
Modernism between Confusion and Failure).
The general weakness of the Ottoman Empire
led to a social and political crisis; authoritarian
misrule and corruption were widespread and
growing in Arab territories, and even when
desperate reform initiatives were undertaken
by some late sultans under the pressure of
Western powers, they served no more than to
educate people about the values and concepts
of the new world such as human rights. This
consequently gave rise to two phenomena that
would have a crucial impact on the Arab
renaissance; first, the establishment of the
Arab bourgeois class in which Christian Arabs
played an important role, and second the
appearance of Islamist religious movements in
different parts of the Arab world: al-
Wahhabiyya (or Wahhabism, though there is
no general agreement on the name)' emerged
in the Arabian Peninsula, al-Mahdiyya
(Mahdism) in Sudan and al-Saniisiyya in
Libya (al-*‘Awdat, 2011: 93-42).

In his Contemporary Islamic Movements in the
Arab World the scholar Abubaker Bagader
elaborates on these issues; he argues first that
‘the Islamic resurgence’ in the modern Arab
world is not a new phenomenon, but is rooted
in Islamic history, and second, that no single

! Pascal Ménoret, among others, deals with this issue in a
section titled Saudis Do not Call themselves ‘Wahhabis’ in
his The Saudi Enigma: A History. (Ménoret, 2005: 52).
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Introduction
The rise of ISIS is regarded one of the biggest
and shocking stories in the last few years.
Questions around its mysterious emergence
and rapid spread are still meticulously
unanswered; in their ISIS the State of Terror
Jessica Stern & J. Berger state that: “ISIS’s
short history is a series of contradictions and
surprises”, though they “believe that whatever
its fate as an organisation, it has instituted
transformative changes in strategy, messaging,
and recruitment that will linger long after its
so-called caliphate has crumbled to dust”
(Stern & Berger, 2015: 7). ISIS is described as
‘extremist Islamist’ movement, though other
dimensions and factors behind its appearance
are considered in the book. What is sure, one
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can say, is that political Islam in the Arab
world is a contentious phenomenon, which has
always attracted the masses’ support and
gained enough momentum.

History supports this assumption; the 1990s
witnessed victorious elections of Islamist
movements in Algeria, Jordan and Sudan. And
in January 2006 Hamas, the Islamic resistance
movement in the Gaza Strip, won the majority
of seats in the Palestinian parliament in a free
election, though this result did not win the
approval of all parties. Hamas is, as its
founders state, the branch of the Egyptian
Muslim Brothers in Gaza, but some have
claimed that its victory was due to its being a
resistance movement, and have doubted the
ability of Islamic movements to make an
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which merely cover some basic elements
related to the poets or their poetry and say
almost nothing about the poetics or the cultural
value of the sagat al-shu ‘ara’.

In summary, this article has shown the
environment of philological criticism in the
second and early third Aijr7 centuries to have
held the Bedouins, their language and their
poetry in high regard. This was also a period
when criticism was still in its infancy and a
combination of philological and non-
philological standards were applied when
dealing with poetry.

It has also been demonstrated that the inability
of early critics to produce a literary theory was
a result of their nature of the manifold
commitments of philologists, who were tasked
with both collecting and preserving the Arabic
language whilst also evaluating poetry and
categorising poets. The article has also
explored the sometimes fraught relationship
which existed between poets and critics and
has highlighted its effects on criticism and
poetry. Future studies may choose a later
period from the 9t hijri onward to examine
critical productions to assess their contribution
towards establishing critical and literary
theories.

The second part of the article surveyed a
number of critical productions authored in the
same era by both philologists and non-
philologist critics and writers. This analysis
revealed the extent to which these works
employed systemisation and used criteria for
the purposes of critical comparison. In
addition, the discussion illustrated the trends
and developments 1in authorship within

philological criticism and particularly in the
production of poetic compilations and the
critical criteria employed in that era, this may
be further developed by future research to
include more works and analyse them. Finally
the article summarised the criteria and features
which represent the preferences of philological
criticism with regard to the evaluation of the
quality of poetry.
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One immediately obvious feature of
philological criticism is that it pays more
attention to the poets’ shortcomings than to
their achievements. The mistakes which
philologists highlight are largely of a linguistic
nature and few of their comments relate to
aesthetic or stylistic defects. This is
understandable since originally their prime
concern was the poets’ language and only later
did they move on to compiling poetry

collections and categorising poets.

The second striking feature of philological
criticism is the partiality which it displays in
its treatment of poetry together with the
impressionistic and  sometimes  wholly
subjective nature of its critical evaluations.
Relevant examples of these defects can be
found in the absolute favouring of old poetry
over modern and contemporary, before making
any attempt at a fair comparison of poetic
compositions from those eras. There is
evidence that this intolerant attitude improved
over time but never to the extent of regarding
the poetic talents of ancient and modern poets
as comparable.

The third feature which
philological criticism is that it was influenced
by the socio-political circumstances of the
eighth century C.E. and ideology played an
important role in determining some of its
criteria and, in turn, informed the outcomes of
that criticism. We have seen manifestations of
this ideology in the reliance on the Bedouins,
claiming the superiority of their language to
that of urban speakers, and disdaining to quote
some poets because of their ethnicity, religious
doctrine or political stance.

characterises

Finally, despite the fact that philological critics
in the second and third Aijri centuries, whose
work has been analysed in this article, did not
produce a comprehensive literary theory or
even clearly discernible criteria and guidelines
for the evaluation of poetry, it has still proved
possible to identify some of their preferences
in poetry. These suggest that when a poet’s
work is seen to comply with the following
requirements it would have been regarded as
good poetry from the perspective of
philological criticism.

The first of these requirements clearly shows
the influence of the Bedouins, which relates to
fasaha; meaning that at the linguistic level a
poet’s work should precisely and absolutely
conform to all the rules governing Arabic
grammar, syntax, morphology and lexicon. In
theory, any linguistic defects, even minor
errors, were unacceptable, although in reality it
is possible to find many exceptions to this rule.
The second requirement relates to style and
entails following the philologists’ preferences
regarding poetic composition, for example,
including vocabulary used by Bedouin and
unusual words.

The third requirement is that the poetry should
indicate that the poet has a natural poetic talent
(matbii ) and according to al-Asma‘1 this is
indicated by fluctuations in the level of quality
in a poet’s work; perfect work has been overly
crafted. Other requirements were implied
indirectly by some philologists, such as the use
of a broad range of motifs and both quality and
quantity of poetic composition. However, the
categorisation of the saqat al-shu‘arda’ is not
sufficiently justified by these requirements,



280 Hussain Mohammed A. Algarni

restrictive philologists, namely Abd ‘Amr,”
Abli Zayd and Abu ‘Ubayda, all of whom
praised Bashshar’s poetry.”®

In addition, al-Isfahani makes it clear that the
philologists’ appreciation was for Bashshar’s
style of poetry and his skilful composition:
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Al-Asma‘T was an admirer of Bashshar’s
poetry because of the abundance of his artistic
methods and richness of choices and al-Asma‘1
often says: “He had a natural gift for poetry
which made poetic composition an easy matter
for him, unlike some others who would

compose a verse and spend days polishing
it”.79

77 Jabal referred to Abi ‘Amr as admiring Bashshar and cites
an anecdote in al-Aghant, however, it was not Abli ‘Amr
who expressed this admiration, but his son Khalaf. It is
worth quoting at length:
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Al-Asma‘T said, ‘I witnessed Khalaf ibn Abti ‘Amr and Khalaf
al-Ahmar going to Bashshar, greeting him most
respectfully and then asking him: “Oh Abl Mu'adh, what
was your latest [poem]?” So, he told them about it and
recited it for them, and they questioned him and humbly
sat to write till midday, then they left. One day they came
and asked him: ‘What about that poem you composed
about Salm b. Qutayba?’ Bashshar replied: ‘That was the
one you heard’. Then they asked: ‘We were told that you
overloaded it with gharib’. So, he replied: “Yes, I heard
that Salm claims to know about gharib so 1 wanted to
bring him things he has never known”.

See: Abt al-Faraj al-Isfahani, Kitab al-Aghani, ed. by Ihsan
‘Abbas, Bakr ‘Abbas, and Ibrahim al-Sa‘afin (Beirut: Dar
Sadir, 2008), vol.3, p.132.

7 Jabal, p.111.

" Al-Isfahani, vol.3, p.103.

All these statements suggest that while the
philologists admired Bashshar’s poetic talent
or style, they, however, rarely quote him in
linguistic discussion. this admiration by al-
Asma‘l was insufficient to quote Bashshar's
poetry, which may have been an attribute of
the politics of the era, because of Bashshar’s
ideological stance (shu ubiyya) rather than his
poetic style. Among the these rare cases Jabal
mentions two examples in which Bashshar’s
poetry is quoted in connection with syntax, but
he regards these as unjustifiable exceptions,
including the case in which Sibawayh quotes
him to avoid his satire.®

Conclusion: Results and Suggestions

Analysis of early critical activities, which were
practised mainly by philologists in the eighth
century C.E. aimed to answer the following
questions: Is it possible to find any systematic
criteria or even the foundations of a literary
theory in philological criticism? What were the
features and characteristics of philological
criticism in this era? To what extent did the
Bedouins language and culture influenced the
works of philologist? One must approach this
issue cautiously, carefully contextualising any
statement regarding this question. Although it
would be wrong to claim that all philologists
who dealt with poetry in the second and third
hijri centuries applied discernible criteria or
had a specific literary theory in mind
concerning the nature of good or bad poetry, it
is still possible to find evidence which can go
some way towards reconstructing the kind of
critical principles or criteria which were
employed during that period.

8 Jabal, p-114.
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The last theoretical limitation mentioned by
Jabal is in the realm of time, and according to
him:
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This chronological limitation was caused by
the division of poets into categories: pre-
Islamic, mukhadramin [poets whose lives
straddled both pre-Islamic and early Islamic
eras], [early] Islamic, and muwalladin [poets
who were born around the end of the second
hijri century in cities or around the fourth Aijri
century in deserts’’]. Quotations were
permissible only from the first three
categories, which ended when the last poet in
the third category died.”

Jabal then discusses some examples of ways in
which some philologists breached their own
restrictions, attributing this behaviour either to
their personal extremism and intolerance, or to
the vague nature of the limitations. In
reference to the lack of tolerance displayed by
philologists, Jabal mentions the case of Abi
‘Amr b. “Ala’, who would not quote Jarir and
al-Farazdaq, referring to both of them as
muhdath despite the fact that they lived in the
first hijri century.” Regarding the lack of
precision evident in conforming to these
limitations, Jabal mentions many examples of

philologists quoting poets from outside the
tribes or geographical areas regarded as the
domain of fasaha.”

Ironically, in respect of the chronological
boundaries, which limited the period from
which poetry could legitimately be quoted (as
evidence of authentic Arabic usage in
philological discussions known as ihtijaj) to
the era up to the middle of the second hijri
century, we find that Jabal, despite admitting
the serious consequences which resulted from
this restriction (namely that any subsequent
development in Arabic was
illegitimate) shows inconsistency, as he
unaccountably does not use the timeframe he
quotes earlier in his book.”® Nevertheless,

considered

analysis of some of Jabal’s examples of
breaching chronological restrictions
demonstrates that the contexts within which
these quotations are found are mostly
rhetorical. More importantly, it also reveals
that a distinction was still being made by
scholars when quoting for philological or
rhetorical purposes.

Thus, Jabal refers to al-Asma‘T’s statement in
which he calls Bashshar the khatam al-shi'r
(seal of poetry) and admits that he would not
favour any poet over Bashshar if he had lived
at an earlier time. Jabal also refers to al-Jahiz’s
testimony to Bashshar’s talent and tab°
(natural endowment) in composing poetry.
Jabal even mentions three of the most

‘All Muhammad al-Bajawi and Muhammad Abu al-Fadl
Ibrahim (Cairo: Maktabat Dar al-Turath, n.d.), vol.l,
p-211-212.

2 This is my translation of al-Iskandari’s definition of
muwallad, see: Al-Iskandari, p.202.

73 Jabal, p.78.

" Ibid., p.102.

5 Ibid., p.105.

6 Jabal cites al-Iskandari’s statement in the context of
agreeing with the view that muwallad poetry can be
quoted in rhetorical but not in philological discussions,
referring to the text, which is quoted in full from the
original. (See: chapter 2, section 2.4, p.78), and: Jabal,
p.84.
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first concerned their philological writings, in
which they applied restrictive linguistic rules,
particularly when they were quoting poetry for
the documentation of pure Arabic language.
However, when they were aesthetically
evaluating the work of poets who could not be
quoted to provide evidence of pure Arabic in
philological studies, their policy regarding
linguistic usage was more flexible. Somewhat
confusingly, philologists employed the same
or similar terminologies in both these types of
writing. I do not wish to claim that this was
always their practice but it would be useful
here to investigate some examples further in
an attempt to clarify this point.

It seems appropriate to begin by referring back
to the process of collecting the Arabic
language which started at the end of the first
hijri century. According to al-Habbas:
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For philologists and grammarians, linguistic
fasaha implies that a person who has this
quality must have never mixed with other
nations who do not speak the same language.
When scholars searched for this quality at the
end of the first 4ijr7 century they found that it
still existed among Bedouin people who had
never mixed with other nations. Thus the
philologists and grammarians set limitations

regarding the times and geographical locations
where this fasaha existed.®®

Muhammad Jabal notes that, in theory, several
limitations were imposed by philologists who
used quotations from poetry as evidence in
their discussions. Limitations included using
citations from certain tribes only, in certain
geographical locations and chronological
periods.”” Jabal cites several examples of
tribes whose Arabic was quoted including
Quryash, Sa‘d ibn Bakr, Jushum ibn Bakr,
Nasar ibn Mu‘awiya, Thaqif, Qays, “Tamim,
Asad, then Hudhayl, and some Kinana, and
some of Tay [...] and [apart from those]
nothing was quoted from any other tribe”.”
Regarding acceptable geographical locations,
Jabal quotes al-Farabr:
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On the whole, neither city dwellers were
quoted nor inhabitants of the wilderness who
were close to other nations [...] not even the
people of urban Hijaz, because by the time
language transmitters had begun collecting the
Arabic language they had already mixed with
others [people from outside Hijaz] and their
language had become corrupted.”’

%8 Al-Habbas, p.1035.

% Muhammad Hasan Jabal, al-Ihtijdj bi-1-Shi r fi al-Lugha al-
Wagi* wa-Dilalatuh (Cairo: Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabi, 1980)
pp.75-81.

™ Ibid., p.76.

" Ibid., p.77, Jabal cites al-Muzhir’s quotation of al-Farabi’s
al-Alfaz wa-I-Huriif. See: ‘Abdul-Rahman Jalal al-Din al-
Suytitt, al-Muzhir fi- ‘Uliim al-Lugha wa-Anwa ‘iha, ed. by
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They mean by Muwalladin those who acquired
Arabic through learning. Their speech cannot
be quoted in philology or syntax but it can be
quoted in rhetoric because rhetoric is related to
either popular or specialist taste and can be
acquired by rhetoricians in every period.*®

Moreover, al-Habbas clearly asserts that there
was also a clear differentiation drawn between
linguistic and rhetorical fasaha; linguistically,
it means purity of language and in rhetoric it
means purity of style or eloquence. He justifies
this claim by referring to several pieces of
evidence. Firstly, early philologists travelled
into the desert because they sought to collect
the language from people who had never been
in contact with the world outside their tribe,
meaning that their language had remained pure
and uncorrupted by linguistic errors (lahn). Al-
Habbas claims that this isolation of the desert
Bedouins is the reason given for quoting all
desert-dwellers, even if they were only
children or illiterate, whilst at the same time
refusing to quote highly educated individuals
because they lived in cities.**

The second piece of evidence becomes
obvious, according to al-Habbas, when
examining the different requirements of both
rhetorical fasaha and linguistic fasaha. For
instance, from the rhetorical perspective the
familiarity and commonness of a word was an
advantage in poetry as long as it suited its
context; by contrast, the philologists preferred
the much-sought-after, highly unusual words
rarely spoken in a desert context, even if they

% Ahmad al-Iskandari, 'al-Gharad min- Qararat al-Majma“ wa-
I-Ihtijaj laha; al-Muwallad', Majallat Majma * al-Lugha al-
‘Arabiyya al-Maliki, 1 (1935), pp. 177-268 (p.202).

6 Al-Habbas, p.1030.

were atypical or did not comply with
morphological standards.®’

Thirdly, philologists tended to differentiate
between people who originated from the same
tribe. Those who were living in the desert were
quoted while those in urban environments
were not, even those who had lived in the pre-
Islamic era. Al-Habbas gives the example of
the Quraysh tribe: tribal members who lived in
the desert were quoted, whilst city-dwellers
were not, even though it was held that the
language of the tribe had been spoken in its
purest form in pre-Islamic and early Islamic
times, irrespective of the speaker’s place of
residence.®

Al-Habbas’s claim is also supported by Sanni,
who states that ‘/ahn’, which originally
denoted linguistic errors, was also used to
describe prosodic and rhetorical defects.®’
Therefore, it seems fair to suggest that in terms
of early terminologies medieval Arabic
sources did not have distinguishable jargon for
every field or speciality and thus it is the task
of today’s researchers to interpret them within
their contexts and, more importantly, to bear in
mind the possibility of cross-disciplinary
terminologies.

To elaborate further on this point, it seems that
philologists of the second and third hijri
centuries applied two different policies in their
writings on matters related to poetry,
depending on their purpose for writing. The

% Ibid., pp.1030-1031.

% Ibid., pp.1036.

¢ Amidu Sanni, 'The Discourse on Lakhn in Arabic
Philological and Literary Tradition', Middle Eastern
Literatures, 13 (2010), pp. 1-19 (pp.14,16).
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authors also admire the innovations of
muhdath poetry.”

This book brings an innovatory addition to the
poetry compilation genre by giving credit to
those pioneers who invented certain motifs or
expressions. On the other hand it also
highlights those poets who appropriated the
achievements of their predecessors. In short,
the collection tries to maintain a balance
between old and new by admiring the
achievements and inventions of the early poets
as well as pointing out the beauty of later
poetry whilst not forgetting to include
examples of less well-known but talented
poets.60

Later philologists produced more
systematically organised books which have
clear criteria, Ibn Sallam al-Jumah1’s Tabagat
Fuhiil al-Shu‘ara’ being a good example of
this type. The book divides poets into ten
categories or classes (tabagat), each
containing four poets from the same era who
are judged by Ibn Sallam to be at
approximately the same level of poetic
excellence. The criteria on which he bases his
selections are: the quality of the poetry; the
quantity of poems produced; the multiplicity
of the motifs employed by the poet and the
themes upon which he composed; and the
poet’s tribal affiliation.®'

* Muhammad ibn Hashim al-Khalidi and Sa‘id ibn Hashim al-
Khalidi, Kitab al-Ashbah wa-I-Naza'ir min- Ash ‘ar al-
Mutaqaddimin wa-I-Jahiliyyin wa-I-Mukhadramin, ed. by
Sayyid Muhammad Yusuf (Cairo: Lajnat al-Ta’lif wa-I1-
Tarjama wa-1-Nashr, 1965), vol.1, p.1-2.

% Ibid., p.2-3.

81 Adel S. Gamal, 'The Organizational Principles in Ibn
Sallam’s Tabaqat Fuhiil al-Shu‘ara’: A Reconsideration',
in Shaban Memorial Conference: Tradition and Modernity

Gamal argues that Ibn Sallam “did not intend
to rank poets”,** but simply aimed to group
them according to their similarities, which
means that there is no difference implied in
quality between, for example, the 10" fabaqa
and the 35" However, whether Ibn Sallam
aimed to rank the poets or simply to group
them, the work as a whole indicates the extent
to which poetry was analysed and measured
during that stage in Arabic literary criticism.

Between Linguistic Evidence and Poetic
Preference

Analysis of many of the early poetic
compilations composed by both philologists
and literary writers suggests that some sort of
distinction was maintained by these compilers
between a poet’s style and his linguistic
authenticity. The linguistic correctness of a
poet was discussed by philologists, whilst
comments on syntax were made only within
specific contexts. However, there was a period
when philologists were in charge of both
compiling poetry collections and documenting
pure Arabic, leading to a blurring of the
distinction between the two elements.

Al-Iskandar1 asserts that the distinction
between quoting poetry for linguistic purposes
and for rhetorical ones was actively present in
the mind and work of early scholars in Arabic
literature. In his discussion of muwallad poetry
he states:
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in Arabic Language and Literature, ed. by J. R. Smart
(Richmond: Curzon Press, 1996), pp.200-201.
2 bid., p.200.
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nasib, namely the description of the journey
and the mount finishing with the description of
the patron’s palace and the praise section, Ibn
Qutayba states:
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Later poets must not deviate from the doctrine
of the earlier poets in these sections. They
should not stop by and weep over an inhabited
dwelling since their predecessors stopped by
ruined dwellings. They also should not
describe travelling on a donkey or a mule since
the ancients travelled on camels. They should
not pass by fresh running water since the
ancients passed by turbid water. They also
should not walk to their patrons through
daffodils, myrtle and roses because the
ancients used to walk through wormwood,
basil and pulicaria.

One possible explanation for Ibn Qutayba’s
somewhat ambivalent attitude toward change
and modern views of muhdath poetry is that he
perhaps wanted the traditions of panegyric
poems, in particular,5 7 to be maintained,
especially for poets who would serve in courts
since the poetic traditions he was referring to
are those of the panegyric poem. However, it
also demonstrates that even the more open-

" G. J. H. van Gelder, Beyond the Line: Classical Arabic
Literary Critics on the Coherence and Unity of the Poem
(Leiden: Brill, 1982), p.44.

minded scholars in the third Aijri century were
not prepared to tolerate what they saw as
excessive change in the poetic traditions of
classical Arabic literature.

Ibn Qutayba’s second book, Kitab al-Ma ‘ant
al-Kabir fi Abyat al-Ma ‘ani, exemplifies the
poetic anthologies based on motifs and
organised by motifs or topics. These
anthologies include contributions from the
later muhdath poets together with pre-Islamic
and Islamic verse. However, this work
provides little, if any, critical discussion, its
prime concern being to bring together a vast
amount of poetry, collected in three volumes
and organised into seven chapters with dozens
of sub-headings within each chapter. The
chapters focus on various aspects of poetry
relating to horses; lions; food and hospitality;
insects; warnings; and warfare, whilst the
seventh chapter includes gambling,
descriptions of poets and poetry, elegies, and
virtues.

Another book of poetry selections based on
motifs is al-Ashbah wa-I-Naza'ir by al-
Khalidiyyan.”® This book is noteworthy for its
promotion of pre-Islamic and early Islamic
poetry in an attempt to appeal to those who
preferred muhdath poets and poetry. Its
foreword is dedicated to a noble of that time
who, as the book’s introduction suggests, was
a great admirer of muhdath poetry. With this
in mind, the authors of the collection sought to
convince him that what he admired in muhdath
poetry had originated in Islamic and pre-
Islamic poetry, although it is clear that the

%% Al-Khalidiyyan refers to the two brothers Muhammad ibn
Hashim al-Khalidi and Sa‘1d ibn Hashim al-Khalid1.
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philologists who had preceded him, taking
issue particularly with their criteria for
selecting poetry. Many examples in al-Shi'r
indicate  Ibn  Qutayba’s
independent thinking regarding the evaluation
of the poetry he selected, an unconventional
practice which some of the most eminent
scholars before him never dared to adopt. For
example, Ibn Qutayba criticises al-Asma‘T’s
fulsome admiration of al-Muraqqish’s verses:

wa-I-Shu ‘ara’
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Have the dwellings become deaf, since if they
were alive they would speak?

Youth, never surrender to afflictions, and so
never envy your brother if it is said: he
governs.

I am surprised by al-Asma‘T’s inclusion of this
in his selections. Although its rhythm is
incorrect, its rhyme is poor and its expression
is not well chosen or pleasant. In fact I could
not find any aspect of it attractive, except for
the verse in which he says:

“The smell is musk and the faces are golden

coins and the palm-sides are ‘anam |[red

. 56
berries]”.

% Ibn Qutayba, pp.72-73. In a similar comment about al-
Asma‘T and other scholars, al-Jahiz remarks:

G I Cann b e V) O Y 43 b raat) e el e culle
Lo V) Gl Y iansh sane o Gle ciland e V) i Y dias

However, the poetry of three of the saqat al-
shu ‘ara’ (Ibn Harma, Ru’ba and Ibn Mayyada)
was included in al-Shi‘r wa al-Shu ‘ara’, and
Ibn Qutayba describes Ibn Harma as a sagat
poet. Ibn Qutayba provides brief information
about each of these poets and includes extracts
from their poetry with the exception of Ru’ba,
in connection with whom he quotes several
instances in which he was criticised for
making poetic mistakes such as sarigat (poetic
plagiarism).

It seems that Ibn Qutayba was not prepared to
give unconditional support to muhdath poetry
and poets and, somewhat surprisingly, he
states that old poetic traditions must not be
modified. For example, after listing the
sections of the classical gasida which would
normally follow on from the introductory

ve Y1 ol Ly il ol cl¥ly AL Gled Ly o LAY duad
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I sought knowledge of poetry with al-AsmaT but I found that
he masters only its unusual words (gharib), so I tried al-
Akhfash but I found that he masters only its inflection
(i ‘rab); then I turned to Abti ‘Ubayda but I also found that
he masters only what relates to history and genealogy. I
only found what I wanted with the literary writers such as
al-Hasan ibn Wahb.

Al-Jahiz, al-Bayan, vol.1, p.76. However, this statement
should be considered with another statement in which he
elaborates more on this point, after listing the specific
interest of each party in poetry he states:
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I have — after long examination — realised that all of them [the
philologists] never pay attention to anything except for
carefully selected expressions and meanings, sweet words
with easy pronunciations, elegant formulas, natural
endowment and fine arrangement (sabk) [of expressions].

See: ibid., vol.4, p.24. Accordingly, al-Jahiz does not seem to
be suggesting that they cannot master poetry which is
outside their own interest; rather he is explaining their
perspectives, which are motivated by the nature of the
specific field of study for which they employ poetry in
their discussions.
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because its meaning is unusual [...] or due to
the nobility of its composer.>

Ibn Qutayba’s work can be considered of
significance for a number of reasons. Firstly,
he was one of the earliest scholars to defend
the right of later poets to be quoted and
admired, a view which ran counter to the
mainstream of critical opinion in his time,
which was mainly philological in nature. In the
introduction to his work he even criticises
some of the most notable /ughawiyyiin such as
Abil ‘Amr b. al-"Ala’, stating:
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In my selection I did not follow the path of
those who select or admire [the poetry
selected] because someone else has done this
[before them]. And I did not unduly respect
early [poetry] just because of its precedence,
nor do I despise the later [poetry] because of
its modernity. Rather I rightly give each group
what they deserve. I have observed, however,
that some of our scholars prefer absurd poetry
and include this in their selections just because

>3 Ibid., pp.84-86.

its author is ancient, and they reject the good
poetry which was composed in their own
times. Allah never limited poetry, knowledge
and eloquence to certain times or people, He
ensured that all this was shared and divided
between all of His servants in every age. Allah
also made what has now become old modern
in its own lifetime [...] Jarir, al-Farazdaq and
al-Akhtal were once regarded as muhdathiin
[modernists]. Abt ‘Amr b. al-"Ala’ once said:
“This muhdath has increased and enhanced to
the extent that I considered transmitting it”.>*

The second reason for the importance of this
book lies in Ibn Qutayba’s classification of
poetry based on the significance of the
meaning of the verses and their form of
expression. He identified four types of poetry
according to the quality of their expressions
and meanings, and despite its apparent
simplicity the dichotomy of expression versus
meaning occupy
discussions in classical Arabic literature for

continued to literary

centuries.>

A third element which distinguishes Ibn
Qutayba’s work is the critical analysis he
applied to the evaluation of poetry which had
been conducted by those critics and

> Ibid., p.62-63.

5 For instance, al-Jahiz was one of those who paid more
attention to expression and structure than to meaning,
believing this to be less important, and obvious. According
to him: “Meanings are in plain view and understood by
Arabs and non-Arabs, Bedouins and city dwellers. But the
importance lies in establishing the metre, selecting the
right expression, and facilitating pronunciation, and in
avoiding inflexibility and dry language, as well as relying
on natural flow and excellence in construction, for the
reason that poetry is a craft, a type of tapestry, and a kind
of depiction or imagery”. Abii ‘Uthman ‘Amr ibn Bahr al-
Jahiz, al-Hayawan, ed. by ‘Abdul-Salam Muhammad
Hartin (Cairo: Sharikat wa-Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-
Halabt wa-Awladih, 1965), vol. 3, pp. 131-132.
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Several Hamasa books seem to have been
inspired by Abii Tammam’s work, including
one by al-Buhturi, the poet’s student and, later,
competitor. As he states in his conclusion, al-
Buhturi was motivated to compile his own
Hamasa as a challenge to Abi Tammam’s
work.”® Although al-Buhturi’s book consists of
no fewer than 174 chapters it does not provide
any useful theoretical
explanation of the selection criteria, simply
resorting to the obvious device of grouping

framework or

motifs together in each chapter.

However, purposes other than the critical
evaluation of poets and poetry were also
served by these anthologies, and included
moral and cultural aims. According to
Montgomery “al-Hamdsah of Abii Tammam,
and similar anthologies, [...] attest to an
antiquarian interest in the Jahiliyyah among
the Abbasid reading public” and also indicate
“the Abbasid elite’s attempts to shape their
chivalrous ideals after the code and conduct of
the pre-Islamic heroes, a phenomenon mocked
by the Shu ‘abiyyah”.”!

Another kind of anthology which emerged
after al-Asma ‘iyyat and al-Mufaddaliyyat is
exemplified by al-Shi‘r wa al-Shu ‘ara’. Like
the other works of this type, its first section is
introductory in nature, detailing the author’s
plan of the book, his classification of good and
bad poetry, and a discussion of the defects of
poetry, particularly in inflection (i 7ab), and of
the works of early or pioneer poets. The

30 Al-Walid ibn ‘Ubayd al-Buhturi, Kitab al-Hamasa, ed. by
Louis Cheikho (Beirut: Majallat al-Maktab al-Sharq,
1910), p.277.

3! James E. Montgomery, The Vagaries of the Qasidah: The
Tradition and Practice of Early Arabic Poetry
(Cambridge: Gibb Memorial Trust, 1997), p.18.

second and by far the longer section is a list of
over two hundred poets with a brief
introduction to each including an example or
examples of his work, accompanied by Ibn
Qutayba’s evaluation of the poet and his
poetry.

Ibn Qutayba provides a theoretical framework
for his book and states in his introduction that
he has chosen poetry which reflects his
personal opinion. He divides poetry into four
types: (1) poetry with significant meaning and
expression; (2) poetry with significant
meaning but poorly expressed; (3) poetry with
an ordinary meaning which is extremely well
expressed, and (4) poetry with insignificant
meaning which is also poorly expressed.”> He
then adds that there are other general reasons
for admiring, memorising, and choosing
poetry, explaining:
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Poetry might be memorised for reasons other
than quality of expression and meaning. It may
be memorised and selected for many other
reasons including well-chosen simile [...] or
dexterity of rhyme. [Poetry] might also be
memorised and selected because its composer
did not compose anything other than that
[poem or verse] or because there is so little of
his poetry [...]. It might also be chosen

32 Ibn Qutayba, vol.1, pp. 64,66,68-69.
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This man [Abl Tammam] did not just include
[in his collection] the famous and leave out the
lesser known, nor did he choose poetry which
is frequently recited and easy to recall. He
conducted an exhaustive search of the poets’
diwans from all eras: pre-Islamic, Islamic*
and contemporary. He picked poems with soul
and discarded those without it, he harvested
fruits and discarded their peels. He chose from
that which was compatible and incompatible
with his own poetic style as he was well aware
of types of selections to the extent that if he
finds an ugly word in a good verse he changes
it for a better alternative in his criticism. This
[modification] can be clearly verified by
comparing their [the poets whose poetry was
chosen] diwans to his selection.*’

The most striking aspect of al-Hamasa is Abi
Tammam’s use of excellence in conveying
certain motifs and sentiments as his criterion
for selecting the best examples of Arabic
poetry. Thus, unlike previous collections such
as al-Mufaddaliyyat, the extracts representing
each motif consist of short fragments of verse
conveying a single idea or motif, not long
segments or whole poems. Moreover, Lyons
observes that in his selection,

[Abi. Tammam] is not concerned with the
development of a concept but with the
immediacy of the effect of poetry. He is
referring to the ability of the craftsman poet to
cut through obscurity in order to fulfil his
purpose, and the purpose of poetry [...] is

# ‘Islamic’ poetry is vague here but it seems to mean both
early Islamic and Umayyad but not Abbasid.
7 Al-Marziigf, vol.1, p.9.

directly connected to an insistence on its
48

power.
Moreover, he does not differentiate between
ancient and modern poets, whereas in previous
collections there had been a clear bias in
favour of the ancient poets. In addition, Abi
Tammam shows a fair degree of tolerance
towards poetry whose poetic style he might
have disliked personally. This can perhaps be
read indirectly as the poet’s response to the
critical opposition which his own poetry
provoked. Thus it could be interpreted as a call
for a tolerant and open-minded approach
towards the diversity of poetic styles and
patterns of composition. It is also possible,
however, that his position had been weakened
by the fierce criticism he received, so that he
felt he had no choice but to include content
that was incompatible with his personal poetic
style.

One problematic element of this work, a
practice also found in early collections and
philological works, is Abii Tammam’s
‘correction’ of the ‘defects’ in verses by other
poets. Some writers® have defended Abi
Tammam’s alterations, which obviously
affected the authenticity of the originals, by
arguing that he was highly regarded by
philologists as a poet and a scholar of poetry.

8 M. C. Lyons, Notes on Abii Tammam's Concept of Poetry',
Journal of Arabic Literature, 9 (1978), pp. 57-64 (p.62).

* In their introduction to Sharh Diwan al-Hamasa, Hariin and
Amin trivialise this conduct, viewing the modification of
others’ work as harmless. Al-Marziiqi, vol.1, pp.9-10.
However, by today’s standards this conduct would be seen
as unacceptable/unethical since the transmitter of poetry
should not in any way alter the original, and if any defects
are noted, these may be referred to in a separate note.
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the best from each poet he cites, accompanied
by some biographical data.** Moreover his
division of the book is rather confusing; he
creates seven categories, each containing
seven poems which, according to Abl Zayd,
were regarded by al-Mufaddal as the best of
Arabic poetry. However, he does not identify
al-Mufaddal’s preferred poems or verses, and
certainly most of the poets he selects were not
chosen by al-Mufaddal® and do not feature in
al-Mufaddaliyyat.

One chapter is thematically labelled and is
devoted to the best elegies. In addition, the last
chapter is devoted to seven Umayyad poets
and in this case, a chronological element has
been employed to produce this category. Other
categories seem rather abstruse; there is no
indication of the significant differences
between them and little consideration seems to
have been applied to their titles, which include
golden poems (al-mudhahhabat), and selected
works (al-muntakhabat).”!

The Stage of Informed Selection: From
Philology to Aesthetics

Other types of anthologists were more tolerant
towards the muhdath Abbasid poets who
emerged shortly after al-Asma‘T’s death. They
compiled anthologies in which the poetry was
mostly selected according to the motifs
employed. These were known as ‘ikhtiyarat
al-ma‘an’® and were better organised in
terms of categories. Abli Tammam’s al-
Hamasa and Ibn Qutayba’s al-Shi'r wa al-

¥ Ibid., p.11.
0 Ibid., p.99.
! Ibid., pp.98-99.
42 Al-Dabbi, p.10.

Shu‘ara’ are good examples of this type of
anthology; the latter in particular provides
some useful insights and critical observations
regarding what constitutes good poetry,
worthy of being collected and preserved.

As Klein-Franke notes, al-Hamasa is Abu
Tammam’s sole surviving anthology.” The
work is divided into ten sections, with the
opening — and longest — section focusing on
al-hamasa (bravery). Amin and Harlin point
out that the book takes its title from this
section.**

Abli Tammam is also renowned for his
unconventional poetic style, al-badi‘, although
this had been established earlier in a more
moderate form by Bashshar ibn Burd and Ibn
Harma.® 1t is interesting, therefore, to
examine whether he was influenced in his
selection of poetry by his own poetic style and
the critical responses to it. The nature of Abii
Tammam’s work in compiling al-Hamdsa is
best captured by al-Marziiqi in his Sharh
Diwan al-Hamasa, in which he observes:
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4 Felix Klein-Franke, 'The Hamasa of Abi Tammam: Part I',
Journal of Arabic Literature, 2 (1971), pp.13-39 (p.20).

# Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Marziiqi, Sharh Diwan al-
Hamasa, ed. by Ahmad Amin and ‘Abdul-Salam
Muhammad Hartn (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1991), vol.1, p.3.

4 Klein-Franke, p.25.
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Al-Asma‘1 used to examine [the poetry of] al-
Hutay'a and criticise him. When he was asked
about this he replied: I found that his poetry is
always good and that proved to me the
craftsmanship of his poetry, which is different
from that of the poet who has a gift enabling
him to improvise his poetry and mix its good
and bad elements.”

In al- ‘Umda Tbn Rashiq states that al-Asma'1
criticised Zuhayr and al-Nabigha and called
them ‘the slaves of poetry’ because they were
obsessed with honing and polishing their
compositions.”® All these statements indicate
that al-Asma‘T’s interest in highly crafted
poetry was minimal; he preferred naturalness
in composition and spontaneity. This
dichotomy initiated by al-AsmaT would
become a central debate in Arabic criticism
that would continue for a long time after his
death.

Thus, we can say of al-Asma‘T’s preferred
style of poetry that it conveys meaning using
few words, it has a simple construction which
inspires admiration and imitation; and it
displays both strengths and weaknesses,
indicating that it is spontaneous and not
elaborately crafted.

More of al-Asma'T’s criteria of poetic
excellence can be deduced from his notion of
‘championship’ (al-fuhiila). The book entitled
Fuhiilat al-Shu ‘ara’ written by al-Asma‘T’s

3 Aba al-Fath ‘Uthman Ibn Jinni, al-Khasa’is, ed. by
Muhammad ‘Ali al-Najjar (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyya, n.d.), vol.3, p.282.

36 Al-Hasan ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani, al- Umda fi- Mahdsin
al-Shi ‘r wa-Adabih wa-Naqdih, ed. by Muhammad Muhy1
al-Din ‘Abdul-Hamid (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1981), vol.1,
p.133.

pupil Abl Hatim al-Sijistani, documenting his
master’s thoughts and observations. It contains
some useful insights detailing how a poet can
achieve excellence and the qualities required
in order to be classified as a champion (fahl)
poet.

The contemporary editors of al-Asma‘T’s work
assert that although he did not specify the
criteria relating to ‘championship’ they can be
deduced as consisting of the following: “a
combination of excellence in construction,
ingenuity in meaning and abundance in
poetry”.”’ Combining this with his preference
for old poetry over modern, it is possible to
reconstruct al-Asma‘T’s understanding of what

constituted good poetry and great poets.

A third anthology, Jamharat Ash ar al- ‘Arab
by Abi Zayd al-Qurashi, also seems to have
been influenced by al-Asma‘iyyat and al-
Mufaddaliyyat and was probably compiled
towards the end of the second hijrT century.’®
This work is relatively large compared to al-
Asma ‘iyyat and al-Mufaddaliyyat and consists
of eight chapters: an introduction followed by
seven chapters containing poems by mainly
pre-Islamic poets with a small number of early
Islamic and Umayyad poets.

As in the previous cases, the author’s criteria
for selecting poetry are ambiguous as he
merely states that he will choose the best of

37 Al-Asma ‘i, Fuhila, p.5.

38 Although the editor states that Abii Zayd al-Qurashi died in
the fourth century, this seems inaccurate because Aba
Zayd himself states in the book that he spoke with al-
Mufaddal al-Dabbi, and we know that al- Mufaddal died
in 178 or even before that. Abli Zayd Muhammad ibn Abt
al-Khattab al-Qurashi, Jamharat Ash‘ar al- ‘Arab, ed. by
‘All Muhammad al-Bajawi (Alexandria: Nahdat Misr,
1981), pp. 8,11,97.
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in either al-Mufaddaliyyat or al-Asma ‘iyyat
were selected for philological purposes despite
the fact that their compilers were well known
as philologists of the Kufan and Basran
schools respectively. That said, both these
works reflect their compilers’ view of what
should be recognised as great poetry, as is
clearly shown by the large number of jahili
poets included; works by early Islamic and
Umayyad poets are in the minority.

Husayn notes that in their anthologies al-
Mufaddal and al-Asma‘T avoided quotations
from poets who were known for polishing and
refining their compositions, such as ‘the slaves
of poetry’ (‘abid al-shi r), for example Zuhayr
and al-Hutay’a. They also avoided quoting
poets known for their badi‘ style such as
Bashshar and Ibn Harma. The reason for this,
according to Husayn is that they were
interested in poetry which they considered
natural (matbii ), not over-crafted or mannerist
(mutakallaf aw- masnii ). Husayn’s remark is
useful since it corresponds to statements by al-
Asma‘l on the type of poetry he admires. In
this context, it is useful to consider al-
Asma‘T’s understanding of what constitutes
good poetry by reviewing statements he made
which are scattered across different literary
sources. In a statement attributed to him al-
Asma‘T defines poetry thus:
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Poetry is that which combines minimal

wording with a straightforward, specific and
pleasant meaning, which you think you can

33 Husayn, Nagd A ‘lam al-Ruwat, p.96.

perceive on hearing it, but when you attempt
to grasp [this meaning] you find it
unfathomable. Any [poetry that does not fit
this description] is merely a rhymed utterance
(kalam manziim).>*

In this definition al-Asma‘t is clearly very
concerned with meaning and how this is
conveyed in poetry, a feature which occurs
frequently in his criticism. Moreover, it seems
that poetry as an artistic composition is being
distinguished from ‘didactic poetry’ (nazm)
which can be called poetry only because it has
metre and rhyme. It is interesting that this
distinction is made at an early stage in Arabic
criticism.

It is also noteworthy that whilst some poets,
such as Abii Tammam, were advocates of
sophisticated poetry and mannerism, when it
came to conveying meanings al-Asma‘l
preferred a straightforwardness which masks a
more subtle or complex idea. He suggests that
this kind of composition inspires the audience
to believe that they could compose something
similar although in reality they cannot.

Other statements made by al-Asma'l
strengthen the suggestion that he did not like
mannerism and elaborately crafted poetry. Ibn
JinnT states that:
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3% Al-Mugzaffar ibn al-Fadl al-'Alawi, Nudrat al-Ighrid fi-
Nusrat al-Qarid, ed. by Nuha ‘Arif al-Hasan (Damascus:
Majma“ al-Lugha al-‘Arabiyya fi- Dimashq, 1976), p.10.
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select most of them. Moreover, that the highest
authority in the Abbasid state felt the need to
commission such a selection to be taught to his
heir is very interesting and could be
interpreted as an indication that al-Mansir did
not want his son to grow up ignorant of some
of the best examples of Arabic poetry. But it
could also indicate the extent of Persian
influence on the Arabs in the Abbasid era from
the head of state to his subjects in the streets,
all of whom, it seems, needed to be taught
about their own cultural heritage.

In terms of the content of al-Mufaddaliyyat, its
compiler did not make any comments
regarding criteria for inclusion and there is no
obvious systematic order covering the poems
selected or the sixty-six poets whose work is
represented in the anthology. Moreover, the
number of poems selected for each poet is
inconsistent; while some poets have up to four
of their works reproduced, others merit only a
single poem or even just a short segment of
their poetry. Furthermore, although almost half
of the poets (some twenty-seven in total) have
two of their poems included in the selection,
no attempt is made to group these poems by
author,’” suggesting that no obvious order has
been imposed by the compiler/s.

32 Abii ‘Ubayda, a contemporary of al-Mufaddal and al-
Asma 1, authored a book entitled Kitab al-Dibaj (the Book
of Silk Brocade) which contains classes of Arab poets,
horsemen, generous men, traitors, etc. In the introduction
he explains:
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The Arabs of ‘Ukaz did not count more than three of anything
before stopping, and did not add anything beyond that [to
the three]. And if anything the like of what they had
counted before came after that, they did not count it.

ADbl ‘Ubayda includes only three major poets from any given
era and then only gives short examples of their poetry

However, this is perhaps only to be expected
since al-Mufaddaliyyat was the first work of
its kind in Arabic literature. It provides a
useful departure point for tracing the
development of the poetic anthology in
classical Arabic literature and examining the
of approach in the internal
organisation and sub-division of those
collections which appeared after al-
Mufaddaliyyat.

variation

Al-Asma ‘iyyat is al-Asma‘T’s expanded version
of al-Mufaddaliyyat and contains all the poems
selected by Ibrahim and al-Mufaddal together
with other poems he had selected himself. As
stated previously, combined collections of this
kind make it impossible to determine the
individual contributions of the
compilers. Therefore, it can be argued that all
these compilers agreed that the selected poems
were representative examples of good Arabic
poetry but without specifying the basis for this
selection or their particular criteria for judging
poetry. Fortunately, however, al-Asma‘1’s
criteria of selection were somewhat clearer in
his book Fuhiilat al-Shu ‘ara’.

various

Before analysing al-fuhiila it should be stated
that there is nothing to indicate that the works

except at the end of the book, where he includes famous
Arab pairs like ‘the jaws of the Arabs’. It is interesting to
note that neither al-Mufaddal nor al-Asma T followed Abu
‘Ubayda’s self-imposed numeric restriction, nor did later
philologists. For instance Ibn Sallam in his Tabaqat Fuhiil
al-Shu ‘ara’ considers four poets in each category. One is
tempted to ask therefore whether this was an authentic
Arab tradition or was merely invented by Abii ‘Ubayda.
Since there appears to be nothing to prove his claim,
investigation of this topic with respect to Arab literary
criticism may prove to be of future interest to researchers.
Abii ‘Ubayda Ma‘mar ibn al-Muthanna al-Taymi, Kitab
al-Dibaj, ed. by ‘Abdullah Sulayman al-Jarbi® and
‘Abdul-Rahman ibn Sulayman al-‘Uthaymin (Cairo:
Maktabat al-Khanji, 1991), p.4.
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Thus it seems that there is no evidence of a
single, normative type of relationship between
poets and philologists at this time, however, it
seems that most pre-Islamic poetry and all
Bedouin poetry were regarded as the only
‘authentic’ source of ‘pure Arabic’, and that
the Bedouins as individuals and the Bedouin
culture were seen as points of reference firstly
in linguistic discussions, then as providing
good examples of poetry and, later, as
representatives of the Arabic culture and
norms during the shu ubi attacks. But now our
discussion will focus on the process of
selection from the Arabic poetic heritage
conducted by the philologists.

Early Stages of Compiling Anthologies:
Preserving the Past

Since many of these early anthologies were
compiled by philologists, the task of
determining their preferences in poetry is
further complicated by having to identify the
reasons for the philologist’s admiration for a
poet’s work: was the inclusion of a poem in an
anthology based on its linguistic features and
vocabulary or due to its artistic merits? An
assessment of the content of some of the best-
known anthologies will be conducted in order
to trace the development of what might be
called the criteria of philological criticism and
how this is reflected in the poetry selected.

According to Shakir and Hariin:
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Al-Mufaddaliyyat is the earliest compilation
of selected Arabic poetry, and before that the
transmitters made books from the poetry of
certain tribes composed by the poets of that
tribe.?®

In terms of how the collected poems were
selected and what criteria were employed for
selection, al-Mufaddaliyyat is perhaps not the
best example to choose because, as its author,
al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi, states that the initial
selection of the poems was not his idea;
according to Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani it was
Ibrahim ibn al-Hasan ibn ‘Abdullah who
selected seventy poems when he was hiding
from al-Manstir and took refuge in al-
Mufaddal’s house in Basra.” Al-Mufaddal
either added another ten poems™ or all the
remaining poems to produce a total of one
hundred and twenty-eight poems only when he
was later asked by al-Manstr to teach his heir,
al-Mahdi, some of the best examples of Arabic

poetry.®!

However, the fact that al-Mufaddal chose to
keep the poems selected by Ibrahtm and taught
them at the highest level of education at that
time confirms his belief in their high status and
suitability, even though he himself did not

28 Al-Mufaddal ibn Muhammad al-Dabbi, al-Mufaddaliyyat,
ed. by Ahmad Shakir and ‘Abdul-Salam Muhammad
Hartin (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, N.D.) p.10.

? Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani, Magatil al-Talibiyyin, ed. by
Ahmad Saqr (Qom: al-Sharif al-Radi, 1996) pp.291-292.

3% The editors of al-Mufaddaliyyat suggest that al-Mufaddal
added just ten poems to Ibrahim’s original selection; it
was al-Asma‘T who later added the remaining 48 poems to
the original 80. Over time, successive generations of
annotators combined al-Mufaddaliyyat and al-Asma ‘iyyat
into a single work without distinguishing who selected
which poem. Nonetheless, all the poems selected are
examples of the pre-Islamic style of gasida and almost all
the poets are pre-Islamic. Al-Dabbi, pp. 6, 9-10, 13-14.

3 bid., p.10.
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How long will you ask me about these
falsehoods, and [how long will] I make them
for you?22

This example highlights the existence of an
alliance serving the interest of the philologist
in his quest for poetic evidence, which makes
the Bedouin poet an authority. On the other
hand, there are some anecdotes which suggest
that in some cases the opposite was true. For
example, al-Khalll b. Ahmad al-Farahidi
explicitly declares:

O i) &L Uly o e el pedll e L3 L)
S Y g b oS8 gy g oS

Oh poets! You are inferior to me and I am the
ship’s captain, and without my praise and
recommendations your poetry will not be
noticed or appreciated.”

Here authority is in the hands of the
philologist, who can promote the poet or
demote him, but if we consider this issue from
the poets’ perspective we find a different
picture. Al-Farazdaq seems to have thought
that the philologist’s task was merely to record
what he produced and not to tell him how to
compose or which topics to choose. This is
confirmed by an anecdote which appears in al-
Shi‘r wa-I-Shu‘ara’. When al-Farazdaq was
asked by the philologist Abt Ishaq al-Hadram1
why he had composed a verse in a particular

2 Ni‘ma al-'Azzawi, al-Naqd al-Lughaw ‘ind al- ‘Arab hatta
Nihayat al-Qarn al-Sabi‘ al-HijrT (Baghdad: Wazarat al-
Thaqafa wa-1-Funiin, 1978), pp. 33,115.

2 Ibid., p.62.

way al-Farazdaq angrily retorted: “My job is
to compose and your job is to quote!”*

On the other hand, poets were expected to
travel to the desert to study the ‘authentic’
‘Arabiyya; even the rebellious Abli Nuwas
spent a year living in the desert to acquire the
purity of Bedouin language.”> Even so, the
philologists insisted that the Bedouinity of a
poet depended on his origin. In al-Aghani, it is
reported that Abt ‘Ubayda and al-Asma‘T did
not believe al-Kumayt and al-Tirimah had a
genuine knowledge of gharib. Al-Asma‘i
commented about al-Kumayt:

This is a Nabataean of al-Mawsil and I do not
count on his language.”

Al-"Ajjaj states that al-Kumayt and al-Tirimah
would consult him about the usage of some
unusual word; soon afterwards, this would be
included in their poetry. However, because
they were not Bedouins and had not personally
encountered the things they were describing at
first hand, the results were condemned as ugly
and artificial.”’

24 ‘Abdullah ibn Muslim Ibn Qutayba, al-Shi‘r wa-I-
Shu ‘ara’, ed. by Ahmad Shakir (Cairo: Dar al-Ma"arif,
1982), vol.1, p.89. Ibn Sallam cites three occasions when
the philologist Abt Ishaq al-Hadram1 annoyed al-Farazdaq
by drawing attention to his mistakes, with the result that
the poet satirised and threatened him. Ytnus ibn Habib
states that Abli ‘Amr was more amiable and tolerant with
Arabs, whereas Ibn Abi Ishaq and ‘Tsa b. ‘Umar spoke ill
of them. Al-Jumahi, vol.1, pp.16-17.

2 Al-*Azzawi, p.39.

% Aba al-Fath ‘Uthman Ibn Jinni, al-Khasa’is, ed. by
Muhammad ‘Al al-Najjar (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyya, n.d.), vol.3, p.294.

Y Ibid. vol.2, p.63.



264 Hussain Mohammed A. Alqarni

these grammatical rules, which they integrated
s 16

into a system”.
However, the codification and standardisation
of Arabic served more than one purpose.
According to Suleiman,

Grammar-making is not just about describing
and codifying the language; it further aims to
establish an extra-linguistic ~ connection
between the language and its speakers by
revealing their wisdom as a people. These twin
objectives of grammar- making in Arabic, the
linguistic and extra linguistic, are consistent
with standardization theory."”

Since the socio-political circumstances at the
time were charged with ideologies and shu b7
inter-ethnic conflicts, the ideology of the
superiority of the Arabic language and people
was developed. Suleiman asserts that “the
quest for uniformity, correctness, purity and
identity in standardization as an ideology are
[...] at the heart of grammar-making in the
Arabic linguistic tradition, providing it with its
socio-political and moral and ethical
underpinnings”.'®

Since the critical treatment of poetry was
conducted firstly by philologists, the
superiority of the Arabic language was also
extended to the literary traditions; according to
Gruendler, the philologists’ mission has an
‘ideological dimension’:

16 Gruendler, Pre-Modern Philologists, p.6.

' Yasir Suleiman, ‘Ideology, Grammar-Making and the
Standardization of Arabic’ in In the Shadow of Arabic:
The Centrality of Language to Arabic Culture, ed. by Bilal
Orfali (Leiden: Brill, 2011), p. 17.

8 Ibid., p. 5.

In the energetic incorporation by the young
Islamic empire of prior cultures, through the
translation of Greek science and Iranian
statecraft, the one item upheld as native and
unsurpassable was the Arabic literary heritage.
More than any other factor the Arabic
language embodied the self-image of Arabic-
Islamic civilization."

The superior Arabic language, of which the
Arabists boasted, came from the Qur’an, “the
verbatim address by God via the Prophet
Muhammad to his community in their own
language, to wit ‘clear Arabic speech’, but
along with the ‘divine’ there was “(Pagan)
Arabic poetry”® and the pure and uncorrupted
Bedouin language.

Poets and Philologists: Allies or Foes?

Gibb suggests that “the Arab poet and the
Arabic philologist were close and natural allies
in the perpetual struggle which had to be
waged against the degeneration of the
noble Arab tongue”?' There are some
anecdotes which support this suggestion. For
example, the philologist Ytnus b. Habib,
according to ‘Azzawi, frequently appealed to
Ru’ba to support his opinion with a verse; this
seems to have annoyed Ru’'ba, who at some
point after being asked to compose evidence
for the philologist responded:

el Lgd ja 5 5 Jabl¥) oda (e Al alia

1 Gruendler, p. 6.

2 Ibid., pp. 6-7.

2l H. A. R. Gibb, 'Arab Poet and Arabic Philologist', Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London, 12 (1948), pp. 574-78, (p.587).
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‘Ayn. In the introduction to the book al-Khalil
outlines his methodology, objectives and plan:

e Ade dll dea ) goad) el Gy Jilal Al L1
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This is what al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Basri,
may Allah have mercy on him, has written
about the letters: alif, ba’, ta, tha, along with
what was uttered (by the Arabs) which created
the whole of their speech and words
inclusively. He [al-Khalil]"> wishes that Arabs
will become known [by this book], their
poetry, proverbs, and sermons."*

It is clear that al-Khalil proposes to collect the
whole of the Arabic language, drawing on
what he finds to support his philological
opinions, be it a verse of poetry or a proverb.
In spite of his unrealistic ambition he managed
to produce a book which is both colossal and
well-organised. Although poetry collection
was not his principal intention he nonetheless
gathered a substantial number of verses in his
lexicon.

Al-Khalil’s al-‘Ayn is just one example of
many books which contain poetry as data
which is supplementary to the main subject of
the text. However, following this period of
collecting Arabic language material, the
collection of poetry became popular, although

"> This apparent self-reference could be attributed to the fact
that some of his students annotated or copied the book,
according to the editor. Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi,
Kitab al-‘Ayn: Murattaban ‘ala- Hurif al-Mu jam, ed. by
‘Abdul-Hamid Hindaw1 (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya,
2003), vol.1, p.32.

“bid., p.34

the system and methodology adopted by
collectors varied over the course of time. It
was initiated by certain poetry transmitters
(ruwat) who declaimed poetry relating to a
particular poet or poets, or a specific tribe. The
task of the transmitters was to memorise
poetry by their chosen poet and recite it to an
audience. This practice dated from pre-Islamic
times but by the end of the first Aijri century it
had changed from oral to written transmission.

According to al-Zahrani, the critical debates in
which the ruwat engaged were concerned with
three issues: the poets’ environment (place and
time), their life style (Bedouin or city dweller)
and their poetic talent (naturalness or
craftsmanship).”” Although these evaluation
criteria provided some general guidance for
the ruwat there are countless examples which
show that these were not strictly implemented,
suggesting that they may have been implicit
but not regarded as binding at the time.

Philologists and Bedouinity
It is important to clarify what we mean by the
influence of Bedouinity on the critical
practices discussed in this article. During the
process of codifying the Arabic language and
the creation of its grammar, the philologists
advocated the study of Bedouin language as
the ‘pure’, ‘uncorrupted’ and ‘authentic’
‘Arabiyya to be used in the process of
standardisation of the Arabic language. They
“recovered from Bedouin informants linguistic
specimens of the high language variant,
preserved them in editions, and extracted from

15 Salih Sa‘id al-Zahrani, 'Ma akhidh al-Bayaniyyin ‘ala- al-
Nass al-Shi‘r1 hatta Nihayt al-Qarn al-Rabi® al-HijrT'
(unpublished doctoral thesis, Umm al-Qura University,
Mecca, 1992), p.500.
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Thus, literary criticism in the classical Arabic
tradition had its roots in philology, and in
order to achieve a better understanding of how
poetry was evaluated and critiqued in the
philological environment of the second and
third hijri centuries it is necessary to refer to
the earliest documented philological activities.
Although one cannot claim that these were the
first efforts ever in Arabic literature, we can
safely assume that they were among the first
documented efforts currently known.

Moreover, written transmissions of poetry
(marwiyyat), first carried out by philologists
and collectors of the Arabic language, also
constituted a fertile environment for some of
the early critical commentaries. Although it is
impossible to distinguish between the two
activities in their early stages, by the end of the
second and early third Aijr7 centuries they had
become independent fields.’

According to Muhammad al-Habbas:

Osedln s ALl ) Gsn saa Osesalll 4 T (s2l) (a3l
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The time when philologists started to go to the
desert to meet Bedouins and write down their
language [...] began in 90 A.H. [708 C.E.]
with the father of Arab philologists, the Basran
grammarian and philologist Abt ‘Amr ibn al-
‘Ala’. "

° Beattrica Gruendler, ‘Pre-Modern Arabic Philologists:
Poetry’s Friends or Foes?’ in Geschichte der Germanistik:
Mitteilungen, ed. by Christoph Konig and Marcel Lepper
(Gottingen: Niedersachs Wallstein, 2011), pp. 6-21 (p.7).

19 Muhammad al-Habbas, 'Mafhiim al-Fasaha ‘Ind al-Nuhat al-
‘Arab al-Qudama’ wa-1-Muhdathiin', Majallat Majma * al-

The philologists principally sought to collect
what they viewed as the still pure Arabic
language, uncontaminated by the linguistic
errors which had spread amongst city dwellers
due to the mixing and interaction of Arabs
with other nations following the expansion of
the Islamic empire. With this aim in mind, the
philologists went to particular places in the
desert to collect the language of certain tribes.
Abi ‘Amr ibn al-‘Ala’ documented what he
found in a book he called ‘Arabiyya, which
has not survived.'"" However, many other
works seem to have adopted Abi ‘Amr’s
fieldwork methods until as late as the fourth
hijri century.'?

One of Abl ‘Amr’s immediate students and
imitators was al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi,
the author of the first Arabic lexicon, Kitab al-

Lugha al-‘Arabiyya fi- Dimashq, 84 (2009), vol.4,
pp-1101-36 (p.1033).

1 Although the book did not survive, its existence can be
inferred from medieval references to it, for instance this
statement in Tabaqat al-Nahwiyin wa-I-Lughawiyin:
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Ibn Nawfal said: “I heard my father saying to Abl ‘Amr ibn
al-‘Ala’: ‘Tell me about [the book] you have authored,
which you entitled ‘Arabiyya; does it include all the Arab
speech?” Abli ‘Amr said: ‘No’. So, my father then asked:
‘So what do you do when they [the Arabs] disagree with
you, especially since they are the authority?” Abli ‘Amr
responded: ‘I write down the opinion of the majority, and
refer to what I disagree with as lughat (dialects)’.

See: Al-Zubaydi, p. 39.

12 In Ibn al-Nadim’s al-Fihrist, there are more than nine books
entitled al-Lughat authored by several philologists
including: Sibawayh (d.180 A.H. 796 C.E.), Yinus ibn
Habib (d.183A.H. 799 C.E.), Abi ‘Amr al-Shaybani
(d.206 A.H. 821 C.E.), Abu ‘Ubayda (d.209 A.H. 824
C.E.), Abi Zayd al-Ansari (d.215 A.H. 830 C.E.), al-
Asma‘T (d.216 A.H. 831 C.E.), Tha‘lab (d.291 A.H. 903
C.E.) and Ibn Durayd (d.321 A.H. 933 C.E.). Muhammad
ibn Ishaq Ibn al-Nadim, Kitab al-Fihrist, ed. by Rida
Tajaddud (Tehran: Kitabkhanah Ibn Sina, 1964), vol.1, pp.
48,57, 59-61,67,73,75.
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Accordingly, philologists were the first
scholars to engage with poetry (and for some
time philologists were the only ones to do so),
originally in the context of the study and
interpretation of the Qur’an.
according to Ouyang, the tradition they
founded of studying poetry for non-critical
purposes and entirely for the sake of learning
and developing linguistic sciences was “both a
blessing and a curse. Although poetry was
recorded as a matter of necessity, it was forced
to assume a supporting role in the hierarchical
order of Arabic sciences. Poetry was not
studied for its own sake or its artistic
achievements, but for the sake of learning

grammar and lexicography”.’

However,

The tradition of quoting poetry with a view to
explaining ambiguous words was extended by
later scholars, leading to the production of
books of gharib found in the Qur'an and
hadith. Interestingly, a large number of the
philologists of Kufa and Basra were also
scholars specialising in the various modes of
recitation (gira’at) such as Abli ‘Amr ibn al-
‘Ala’, and some of them, such as Abii ‘Ubayda
specialised in gharib.

Philologists and linguists in Iraq, according to
Lichtenstadter, formed two rival groups of
scholars in Basra and Kufa. The former was
started earlier by the efforts of its notable
scholars Abu al-Aswad al-Du’ali, al-Asma‘1
and Abiu ‘Ubayda and “upheld stricter
standards with regard to grammatical and
philological purity and were regarded as more

> Wen-chin Ouyang, Literary Criticism in Medieval Arabic-
Islamic Culture: The Making of a Tradition (Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press, 1997), p.62.

reliable as historians and transmitters of
ancient lore”.® The Kufan School was formed
by authorities such as Ibn Durayd, Sibawayh
and al-Khalil ibn Ahmad, the founder of the
Arabic prosodic system. The School’s most
distinguished scholar was al-Mufaddal al-
Dabbit (d.168 A.H. 784 C.E.), the compiler of
the earliest anthology, called (after him) al-
Mufaddaliyyat. The two  cities were
destinations for poets where, like the scholars,
ordinary people had an opportunity to listen to
the poetry of naga’id by Jarir and al-Farazdaq
in the famous Mirbad market of Basra and the
equally celebrated Kunasa market in Kufa.’

Heinrichs’ search for a literary theory in
classical Arabic materials required him to
survey the context within which this theory
evolved; he points out some of the potential
aspects or areas of research for literary theory
in the philological works:

There are, first of all, the endeavours of the
philologists, the collectors and commentators
of ancient poetry, which developed naturally
out of their intimate acquaintance with the
object of their study and which are, more
particularly, the outcome of an attempt to
systemize the literary critique of the aphoristic
kind which was dominant up to the A.H. third
century.®

® Tlse Lichtenstadter, Introduction to Classical Arabic
Literature: With Selections from Representative Works in
English Translation (New York: Twayne Publishers,
1974), p.92.

7 Shawdqi Dayf, al-Balagha Tatawwur wa-Tarikh (Cairo: Dar
al-Ma‘arif, 1995), p.16.

8 Wolfhart Heinrichs, 'Literary Theory: The Problem of its
Efficiency', in Arabic Poetry: Theory and Development,
ed. by Gustave E. von Grunebaum (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz, 1973), p.30.
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shed light on the criteria employed to evaluate
poetry within the school of philological
criticism and will also explore the extent to
which analysis of this kind is useful in
assessing the validity of these criteria.

Finally, by means of a detailed examination of
poetry compilations and collections and other
critical works authored in the second and third
hijri centuries, the general features of
philological criticism are identified and
evaluated.

Reviewing the Origins of Philological

Criticism
Interpreting the Qur’an led to the investigation
of Arabic rhetoric conducted by exploring the
speech and verbal arts of the Arabs. This
method was practised by early scholars of the
post-Prophetic era, and “the greatest name in
early exegesis is that of a cousin of the
Prophet, ‘Abdullah b."Abbas (d.68/688), in
whose name reports were handed down at
Mecca, Basra and Kufa” by his students.'

It was via this religiously and linguistically
oriented route that poetry claimed the attention
of the early scholars. According to Burton, for
these scholars, the “chief instrument available
[...] had been the accumulated corpus of early
and pre-Islamic poetry, to the collection,
edition and analysis of which they were
motivated by its recognized utility for the
exegesis”.”

Interpreting and explaining the Qur’an also led
to the investigation and analysis of the Arabic

! John Burton, 'Quranic Exegesis', in Religion, Learning and
Science in the Abbasid Period, ed. by M. J. L. Young, J.
D. Latham, and R. B. Serjant (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1990), pp. 40-55, p.43.

2 Ibid., p.45.

language in order to explain any obscurity.
According to Roger Allen, “the increasingly
wide-scale  movement  of  intellectual
exploration and cultural transformation” which
resulted in the appearance of the methodically
written books of the early philologists “can be
traced back to the revelation of the Qur’an to
Muhammad”. At this stage of intellectual
development, philologists had “to collect and
examine the largest extant archive of the
language, the tradition of poetry that had been
handed down from poet to bard (rawi) for
centuries”.’

Moreover, according to Khalidi, “when the
evidence is carefully weighed, little doubt
remains that a substantial corpus of written
Hadith existed by at least as early as the first
half of the first century A.H., while the stage
of classified works was in all likelihood
reached by the first half of the second
century”.*
Early scholars benefited from the intellectual
activity of the school of hadith, to the extent
that, some studies suggest, early books of
criticism made use of the methods of hadith
scholars. However, it is important to limit the
discussion here to the knowledge of poetry and
matters associated with it such as the
transmission of poetry, the collection of poems
of individuals or tribes, and employing poetry
in lexical or philological studies.

> Roger M. A. Allen, The Arabic Literary Heritage: The
Development of its Genres and Criticism (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998), p.363.

* Tarif Khalidi, Arabic Historical Thought in the Classical
Period (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994),
p.20.
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Introduction

This article investigates early critical
production and its influence on later critics in
mediaeval Arabic heritage, distinguishing
between the treatment of poetry as a treasury
of quotations for linguists and its being
regarded as a subject of critical analysis and
evaluation from an artistic and literary point of
view. This difference is important because
statements made by early critics are often

259

misunderstood, since their context is not

explicitly stated.

As early critics were mainly philologists, this
article illustrates how philological activity was
closely linked to poetry and in particular to
Bedouin poets by tracing the historical origins
and development of philological criticism. In
addition, philologically
concepts that emerged in the second and third
hijri centuries are compared and contrasted
with non-philological ones. This analysis will

oriented  critical
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continued to appear in her later stories even
though they were in other forms than
deformed creatures, but rather haunting
anxieties. In her letters, Shelley somehow
sums up her thoughts on her life and her
sorrows in general. She says, “I shudder with
horror when I look on what I suffered; and
when 1 think of the wild and miserable
thoughts that have possessed me, | say to
myself ‘Is it true that | ever felt thus?” — And
then I weep in pity of myself. Yet each day
adds to the stock of sorrow and death is the
only end” (Jones 189). Shelley saw death as a
possible escape for her sorrows. It was never
documented anywhere in her biographies that
Shelley attempted to commit suicide.
However, suicidal urges instigated from
internal conflicts that suffocate the characters
and the theme of self-destruction are strongly
shown in “The Mortal Immortal” to emphasize
Shelley’s situation.

In conclusion, Mary Shelley may be a
product of her own unfortunate circumstances
and she reflects her psychological anxiety in
the short melodramatic tale where she remains
a victim, perhaps a prisoner, of her own
suffering. “The Mortal Immortal” acts to
represent as a personification of her internal
struggle, which can be feelings of remorse or
anxieties about herself. Her fascination and
intimidation with the concept of immortality as
well as her female anxieties are both
significant factors that she ensures are
interpreted through the reading of “The
Immortal Mortal.”
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needs the protection of the parent. Most
grieving parents believe that their infant’s
death is their failure in protecting their child
from harm. The emotional state of parents of a
dead child is extreme.

Shelley’s female anxiety was worsened due
to losing some of her children to diseases and
suffering from several miscarriages which
affected her health and mental state, and her
marriage to Percy. In Shelley’s biography,
William Walling recounts, “Before she was
twenty, she had given birth to three children.
Before she was twenty-two, she had lost all of
them” (15). In early 1815, Shelley gave birth
to a dead premature baby girl, and later in
1818 she lost her second child Clara, aged 12
months, and finally less than a year later she
lost William, three years old, to malaria. Three
years after the death of William, Shelley
suffered from a miscarriage in which she
haemorrhaged severely, and nearly died if it
were not for her husband Percy who put her in
a tub of icy water to stop the bleeding. Only
one child survived out of Shelley’s five
children. However, the loss of her children and
the miscarriages she experienced sent Shelley
into a serious depression which she suffered
from till she died. Shelley’s maternal instinct
has been extremely “disoriented by the early
deaths of Clara and William which tinged her
emotions with morbid apprehension and
anxiety” (Grylls xvi). In several of her journal
entries in March 1815, Shelley expresses her
deep sadness for losing her child. She says:

... think of my little dead baby. This is
foolish, I suppose; whenever I am left
alone to my thoughts, and not read to
divert them, they always come back to
the same point — that I was a mother,
and am so no longer...

Dreamt that my little baby came to life
again; that it had been only cold, and
that we rubbed it before the fire, and it
lived. Awake and find no baby. I think

about the little thing all day. Not in

good spirits. (70)
The type of loss expressed in Shelley’s words
severely disrupted her life patterns. In addition
to her grief, Shelley’s anxieties caused a
breach in her marital relationship with her
husband Percy and caused her to withdraw
emotionally and physically from him and this
added a lot of strain on their marriage. Instead
of leaning on Percy, Shelley emotionally
distanced herself from him while grieving in
private causing their marriage’s instability:
“she withdrew after losing two children to the
vagaries of an itinerant, expatriate life. Soon
her dejection was compounded by marital
estrangement” (Schor 1). The estrangement
Shelley experienced was further inflamed with
feelings of jealousy. Shelley’s step sister
Claire, who had been constantly jealous of
Shelley’s intellectual superiority, tried so
desperately to associate herself with a
“creative personality. Her first attempt was to
draw [Percy] away from Mary, evidently
seizing as her opportunity Mary’s ill-health
and advanced pregnancy in the autumn and
winter of 1814-15” (Walling 25). Claire’s
attempts somehow nearly succeeded at
damaging Shelley’s marriage that Shelley was
forced to end her hospitality in allowing Claire
to stay in her household. Shelley “fought
bitterly against Claire’s influence on [Percy]
Shelley” (26-27). Likewise, in addition to her
childless life with Winzy, Bertha suffers from
extreme moments of jealousy. Due to her
aging, Bertha becomes more insecure in her
relationship with Winzy and questions his
fidelity. “Bertha grew uneasy. She became
jealous and peevish, and at length she began to
question me” (Shelley 80). Bertha’s jealousy
over Winzy is a result of younger women
admiring him.

According to Ellen Moers, Mary Shelley is
known for creating one of the loneliest
monsters in English Literature when the author
wrote  Frankenstein.  Shelley’s  monsters
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“In an evil hour, a malignant fever carried off
both her father and mother, and Bertha became
an orphan” (Shelley 71). Similarly, Shelley
lost her mother to puerperal fever, and always
regarded herself to be “the child of the dead”
as she was conceived after her mom’s second
suicide attempt (Williams 213). Ironically,
Mary Wollstonecraft did not die of her suicide
attempts; she died because of a childbirth
infection, and this caused Shelley to feel a
constant sense of guilt for having brought
about her mother’s death and to carry this
burden throughout her life. By characterizing
Bertha as a childless orphan, Shelley is able to
reflect both her mother and herself in the story.
She emphasizes her anxiety through expelling
her own guilt both for having brought about
her mother’s death and for having failed to
carry and produce healthy children.

Diane Long Hoeveler perceives the story as
a gothic feminist tale, one where Bertha is a
subservient female victim characterized by
passive aggressive behaviour (151). Bertha’s
internal struggle is caused by her awareness of
her sexual difference which she perceive as a
form of weakness. She runs away from a
stifling life, one that binds her to a restrictive
lifestyle to another that confines her to a
sexual role and duty. This form of “victim
feminism” (the loathing of the female body
and a reification of victimization) explains
Shelley’s visions as she portrays Bertha as
submissive. In addition, Charlotte Sussman
claims that in “The Mortal Immortal,” Shelley
“considers the problem of marriage, examining
how the female body endures economic
exchange — the marriageable body of a woman
— wastes away, through grief and hardship,
becoming lifeless or invisible. This economic
and physical transformation is usually
accompanied by emotional collapse” (171).
Bertha’s value is delineated by and to her
sexual role. Even though her “marriageable

body,” a mortal one, must serve as a carrier for
Winzy’s offspring, it fails at its biological role.

There are no evident details in the story that
explain why Shelley chose to keep Bertha
childless; however, one can see the connection
between Bertha’s inability to bear children and
Shelley’s miscarriages and loss of children.
The resemblance between Shelley and Bertha
may not be strikingly analogous, yet it holds
some similarity to it. Shelley, as Sandra M.
Gilbert and Susan Gubar have stated, has
“formulated her anxieties about femaleness in
such highly literary terms” and this can be
sensed in Bertha’s character (221). Like
Shelley, Bertha’s barrenness drives her to
suffer from major psychological problems
such as psychological turmoil, reduced self-
esteem, feelings of failure, fear, anxiety, grief,
depression, helplessness, and hopelessness.
Her life with Winzy becomes more stressful as
she finds no fulfilment in their marriage. In the
story, Winzy narrates that “We had no
children; ... [and] as [Bertha] grew older, her
vivacious spirit became a little allied to ill-
temper” (Shelley 80). Her hardships and grief
are a result of her childless life as well as
surpassing Winzy in age. She becomes
invisible and lifeless because she is jealous
and finally she emotionally collapses.

In “Infertility and Psychological Distress: A
Critical Review of the Literature,” Arthur
L.Greil states that the inability to bear children
is a devastating and stressful experience for
women (1679). Women who are unable to
conceive lose hope for motherhood and
generally react to this unfortunate fact with
deep sorrow and mourning, thus leading to an
“emotional collapse” as states by Sussman
earlier. Also, in “Parental Grief,” Richard D.
Goldstein explains that grief is an “emotional
adaptation to loss and the way it is expressed”
(144). One of the strongest human bonds is
that between a parent and a child and it is even
stronger when the child is dependent and
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contemplates taking his own life in order to
escape the painful experience of living alone.
Winzy finds his existence unbearable and
more of a living death, and so his opt for self-
murder becomes more of an opportunity to end
his own struggle with loss. He does not
execute his plan, his initial decision of taking
his own life; however, his suggestion of self-
destruction is one that strongly mirrors
Shelley’s opinion of it.

From a psychological perspective, suicide
results from issues such as depression, mental
illness, anomie, egoism, social ostracism and
self-consciousness, many symptoms which
affected Shelley’s half-sister and mother. In
October 1816, Shelley heard the news of her
half-sister Fanny Imlay’s suicide, and later that
year in December, she was informed of Harriet
Shelley, Percy Shelley’s first wife, drowning
herself in a lake in London. (St Clair 413).
Fanny, rejected and unwanted by her relatives,
felt that she was a burden on her family, for
she suffered from extreme isolation. Shelley
echoes Fanny’s words in “The Mortal
Immortal,” “I have long determined that the
best thing I could do was to put an end to the
existence of a being whose birth was
unfortunate” (Todd 3). Like Fanny, Winzy’s
reason for suicide is related to isolation and
this is resounded in his situation. Shelley was
also aware of her mother’s contemplation and
attempt at committing suicide which ended in
failure in October 1795. In a letter to Gilbert
Imlay published in her memoir,
Wollstonecraft, Shelley’s mother, expresses
how living longer is considered a form of
death and in another letter, she states that
“death, under every form, appears to me like
something getting free to expand in I know not
what element ... I asked myself why I was
chained to life and its misery” (174-175).
Wollstonecraft’s feelings of imprisonment in
the world can be equated to the image of
Winzy’s body acting as a cage for his soul.
Winzy resembles the women in Shelley’s life

by wanting to end his life to avoid pain and
misery. However, even though he regards his
world as a prison and emphasizes his hatred
for existence, his purpose is to convey these
feelings rather than act upon them.

Not only does suicide self-destruct the
individual committing it, it also affects the
surrounding family and friends of the person
who commits it:

Every suicide affects the lives of all
who have been associated with the
deceased person .. the individual
resorts to a violent act of self-
destruction to convey his message of
suffering. Suicide is one link in a chain
of social relationships; it is intended as
a signal to others and it has lasting
consequences for the living. (Hatch 73)
Wollstonecraft and Fanny did convey their
message of suffering through their memoirs,
letters and suicides, yet they left a lasting
traumatic effect on Shelley. Trauma, as
defined by the clinical psychologist Ricky
Greenwald, is a “horrific event beyond the
scope of normal human experience”
(7). Shelley had to endure tumultuous and
tremendous tragedy with every suicide news.
As a result of these traumatic effects, Shelley
re-experienced the events by re-enacting them
in her works hence portraying her emotions of
helplessness, along with horror, fear, and
perhaps disgust. Her acute depression and her
suffering for the many losses she endured are
echoed in Winzy’s loss of direction and
desperation for suicide.

Bertha, the second major character in “The
Mortal Immortal,” reflects Shelley’s female
apprehensions and anxieties. Unlike Winzy’s
agitation which is more evidently portrayed in
the story, Bertha’s sorrow is subtly shown
through Winzy’s account. Portrayed as a
typical Victorian woman and confined by
society’s rigid rules, Bertha lives in a world
that is devoid of her biological mother since
she loses both her parents to a malignant fever,
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regards it as more of a curse that increases his
trauma and sadness. He compares himself to
The Wandering Jew, a Christian mythical
allusion of a cursed Jew who is eternally
imprisoned on earth. Winzy’s infinite time on
earth is further enriched when he compares
himself “to a sailor without a rudder or
compass” and “a traveller lost on a wide-
spread heath, without landmark or star to guide
him” (Shelley 84). Here, again, Shelley
manages to draw a connection between
eternity and Winzy’s subjective perception of
time to show that his existence is defined not
only by his endless period on earth, but also by
his loss of direction. Winzy’s metaphorical
comparison between himself and a lost
traveller signifies his urge to flee away from
his present situation and from his immortal
self. According to Anastasaki, the notion of
“not belonging to one’s time—or place—is, of
course, a commonplace among the romantics;
however, with the reanimation theme Shelley
is giving it a more ‘tangible,” or, we might
even say, ‘literal expression’” (32). By
interlinking his past, present, and future,
Shelley creates Winzy’s eternal present, one
that is unconditional, never changing and
captured and prisoned in time. The images of a
lost ship with a broken compass and a
wandering person lost in a barren land both
reinforce his sense of loss and hopelessness.
And so Winzy, “desirous of death, yet never
dying — a mortal immortal” and wanting “to
find an equal” shows his need to banish
loneliness (Shelley 85). He has no real
motivation for life except to narrate his story
to readers, a sort of a venting, since the
impending prospect and inescapability of
death, an integral part of the human condition,
1s something he cannot achieve.

An interesting image which Shelley
projects is that of the conflict between body
and soul. This image recalls Plato’s
philosophy which is stated in his classical

work Phaedo (360 BCE). Plato gives a striking
metaphor of the body acting as a prison cell
for the soul and the soul being the imprisoned
intangible unable to escape from its confined
jail. Similarly, Winzy’s body acts as a cage
imprisoning his soul within. The only way to
escape is “... by scattering and annihilating the
atoms that compose [Winzy’s] frame, set at
liberty the life imprisoned within, and so
cruelly prevented from soaring from this dim
earth to a sphere more congenial to its
immortal essence” (Shelley 86). In this quote,
Winzy subtly infers self-destruction, a form of
suicide — death by projecting an image of
separating his body from his soul as the way to
grant him eternal peace and to reconnect him
with his beloved Bertha, yet he does not act
upon it. The idea of accepting suicide as a
possible solution, yet perhaps an immoral and
criminal one due to religious reasons, touches
upon Shelley’s opinion of suicide. Considering
her own situation, Shelley understood that the
dilemma a human may be subjected to; going
against the established law to relieve oneself
of pain.

Suicide in Shelley’s works may be
considered as one that, “operates as a
metaphor  through which to interpret
Romanticism’s interest in radical politics”
(Koretsky 241); yet, it should also be seen as a
means, proposed by Shelley, to end
psychological grief. Shelley was affected,
perhaps fascinated, by The Sorrows of Young
Werther, the work of the German writer
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe who incited the
idea of self-inflicted death and was attacked by
both Orthodox Christians and rationalists for
creating an immoral work (Hatch 69).
Regardless of the controversies revolving
Werther’s story, Shelley alludes to the idea of
suicide it in “The Mortal Immortal.” When
Winzy’s beloved Bertha dies, he says “I wept
to feel that I had lost all that really bound me
to humanity” (Shelley 84). It is then that he
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power of the potion that may end his suffering
and drinks the elixir assuming that it may cure
him from the pains of love. Ironically, the
potion he believes to be his saviour turns out
to be one that elongates life, one that gives
Winzy the gift/curse of immortality. After
reconciliation, Winzy marries Bertha and they
both live a happy life for a while. As years
pass by, Bertha grows older showing signs of
old age, while Winzy remains young and
healthy. Finally, Bertha dies childless and
Winzy, desolate and alone, is cursed with
immortality. The story ends with Winzy’s
attempt to either find a way to die and end his
immortality or to be famous for it.

According to modern psychologists,
Wortman, Latack and Barl, “A death is
considered traumatic if it occurs without
warning; if it is untimely ... if the survivor
believes that the loved one suffered; or if the
survivor regards the death, or manner of death,
as unfair and unjust” (127-8). Collins
Dictionary  defines  trauma as  “a
very severe shock or very upsetting
experience, which may
cause psychological damage.” Linking this
definition to the aforementioned quotation, one
can understand how Shelley, overwhelmed
with grief over numerous losses, transported
her intrusive thoughts of despair and longing
into the tale of “The Mortal Immortal” where
she was able to venture with unorthodox ideas
of immortality and occult. Shelley’s interest in
the concept of immortality may have been
inspired by her father’s novel St. Leon, a story
in which the protagonist finds an elixir of
immortality, but ends up living a lonely life.
However, Shelley ensures to show a deeper
message regarding the effect of an eternal life,
a gift turned to a curse, as reflecting her
traumatic psychological anxieties and her fear
and apprehension of surviving alone.

Utilizing the confessional manner in a first
person narration, Shelley strengthens the
autobiographical element in the story. She also

explores the wider psychological implications
of expressing her grief by allowing Winzy to
tell his perception of his life events while
simultaneously voicing her own. At the
beginning of the story, he confesses, “I will
tell my story, and my reader shall judge for
me. I will tell my story, and so contrive to pass
some few hours of a long eternity, become so
wearisome to me” (Shelley 71). Winzy’s
anaphoric declaration is not only aimed at
engaging the reader in his emotional
experience or intended for his readers to judge
him; it entails a direct and strong insinuation to
his “subjective perception of time.” Nesterik et
al. explain “subjective perception of time,”
also referred to as “psychological time,” as
constituting a “man’s psychic world” (2829).
This temporal context “conveys individual
peculiarities of time as perceived by an
author/storyteller or characters” (2830). The
long hours of eternity which Winzy feels
imprisoned within and his perception of time
resonate in his questioning of “For ever! Can it
be? To live for ever?” and “I yield this body,
too tenacious a cage for a soul which thirsts
for freedom” (Shelley 71, 85). Winzy’s
“subjective perception of time” does not flow
at the same speed as that of the time in the
objective world. In his consciousness, time
decelerates, freezes and flashes back in
recollection, consequently imprisoning him in
a metaphorical lifelong prison. He is trapped in
an indefinite continued progress of existence
and an inevitable progression, and he is weary
of a desolate life without any form of human
connection since his life longevity enslaves his
soul in an immortal body.

Elisabetta Mariano states that Shelley’s
preference to portray immortality stems from
her “experience of loss and mourning, and
from her parallel wish to defeat death and heal
the pain of loneliness and despair through
writing” (25). Winzy’s weariness reflects
Shelley’s feelings; however, Winzy does not
find the idea of immortality desirable. He
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the loss of her friends, some of whom are her
husband Percy and the famous poet Lord
Byron. According to Pamela Clemit, “Mary
Shelley’s pessimistic outlook has commonly
been attributed to her private experience of
bereavement and loss™ (145). Therefore, it is
no surprise that Shelley’s oeuvre is surrounded
and dominated by an ambiance of sad
bleakness instigated from the disturbing
mental grieving she suffered.

Shelly’s “The Mortal Immortal,” a typical
Pre-Victorian Romantic gothic short story
published in the annual The Keepsake in 1833,
proves to be yet another major story entailing
nonfictional elements from the writer’s life.
Researches have focused primarily on the
general theme of the story without deeply
analysing the effect of Shelley’s life on the
characters. However, relatively, few studies
have been conducted on this story. Sandra M.
Gilbert and Susan Gubar relate the story to the
author’s life, while Pamela Clemit and Jane
Blumerg reject the autobiographical readings
of Shelley’s narratives in general. Diane
Hoeveler looks at the story differently as she
claims that it may be analysed as one that
reflects the author’s “fear of death, a terror
about the nonexistence of an afterlife” (156).
In addition, Elena Anastasaki claims that
Shelley was influenced by her father William
Godwin’s treatment of the theme of
uncommonly prolonged life and immortality
which he conveyed in his novel St Leon (1799)
and so attempted to produce a work that
portrays a similar gothic theme (26).

A full explanation of the relationship
between Shelley’s life and her characters is not
yet available. Thus, the purpose of the present
study is to ascertain the effect of Shelley’s
anxiety as reflected in her characters by
relying on psychological studies which explain
traumatic experiences in relation to death.
Shelley did intend for “The Mortal Immortal”
to be read as an autobiographical narrative

with a focal point that expressed the anxiety
she felt. She struggled not only with the loss of
loved ones and outliving others but also with
feelings of guilt for being the reason behind
her mother’s death as well as her inability to
be a mother due to losing her children to
miscarriages and illnesses. In addition, the fact
that the publication date of the story, July
1833, coincided with the tenth “memorable
anniversary” of her husband’s death may well
add to the theme of loss and its effect on
Shelley’s mental state (Shelley 71). These
links are prompts to draw the connection
between Shelley and “The Mortal Immortal”
from a psychological perspective and to shed
light on her distressing personal experiences.
Therefore, to achieve this, this paper intends to
conduct an analysis of the two major
characters (Winzy and Bertha) and their
miserable experiences to highlight Shelley’s
own reflections and emphasize the historical
context in which the story was written to help
in relating the characters to the author herself.
Shelley alternates between Winzy and Bertha
to portray herself first as a doomed immortal
(Winzy) losing and outliving her loved ones
and second as a mortal (Bertha) failing at her
biological duty of mothering offspring.
Narrated in the first person point of view,
the story is recounted by a 323 year-old
Winzy, an immortal being. He flashes back to
a time when he worked as an assistant to the
famous alchemist Cornelius Agrippa. Young
and in love, Winzy is fondly attached to his
beloved Bertha, a typical Victorian lady, who
is characterized by her respectable social
conduct. However, after she is adopted by a
wealthy obnoxious and childless higher class
woman, Bertha is transformed into a snobbish
person. She demands that Winzy finds a way
to become rich so that he can marry her and
when he fails, she incurs his jealousy. Filled
with revengeful thoughts and hurt by his
beloved Bertha, Winzy is mesmerized by the
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Abstract. This paper examines Mary Shelley’s Gothic short story “A Mortal Immortal” (1833) in light of
her psychological and mental grievances. Shelley’s great remorse for losing family and friends deeply
affected the writing of this story, and as a result the tale should be considered a reflection of her own
sorrows. The article focuses on how Shelley purposefully alternates between the two major characters
Winzy and Bertha to portray herself. An analysis of Winzy and Bertha and their depressions and unstable
emotional experiences has been conducted in order to shed light on Shelley’s own reflections and
emphasize the biographical and historical context in which the story was written. Through Winzy, she
demonstrates a doomed immortal being who loses loved ones and outlives them; thus endorsing the idea
of the connection between prolonged life and curse. In addition, through Bertha, Shelley draws on the
resemblance between herself and a mortal woman who fails at her biological duty of mothering offspring.
Both characters are representative of Shelley’s unfortunate circumstances and symbolize the author’s
internal struggles. Although it was never documented anywhere in her biographies that Shelley attempted
to commit suicide, however, the theme of self-destruction is strongly shown in her short story “The
Mortal Immortal.” It is a story that shows suicidal urges instigated from internal conflicts that suffocate
the characters.

Psychological Anxieties in Mary Shelley’s
“The Mortal Immortal”

In recent years, there has been considerable
interest in Mary Shelley’s grievances. Thus,
attention has been given to the effect of her
personal pain and depression on her works.
Having suffered the loss of many of her loved
ones, Mary Shelley experienced the demise of
her well-known feminist mother Mary
Wollstonecraft, her four children and her
beloved husband, the famous Romantic poet
Percy Bysshe Shelley. It is documented in her
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biography that her depression increased each
time she witnessed the death of one of her
family members. These grievances were
heavily reflected in the stories she composed.
For example, the famous novel Frankenstein
(1818) is one which deals with themes of
isolation and misery. Mathilda (1820) is also
an autobiographical narrative that embodies
characters mirroring the personalities of
Shelley herself, her father William Godwin
and her husband Percy. The Last Man (1826)
is another story where Shelley laments over
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reliable and practical measure of depth of
vocabulary knowledge. As discussed above,
the WAT has been shown to have a high
degree of internal reliability (higher than .9).
In addition, the WAT has correlated quite
highly with some other concurrent measures of
breadth and depth of vocabulary knowledge.

It should be noted, though, that the WAT
does not address all aspects of depth of word
knowledge. It is, therefore, important to use
other test formats that require test takers to
supply rather than select their responses in
order to reduce the influence of willingness to
guess on the test takers' performance. In
addition, the selection process of the test
distractors requires further attention in future
studies (i.e., the choice of semantically related
versus  semantically  unrelated  words).
Furthermore, there is a need to develop a
computer-based version of the test due to its
operational convenience for both test
administrators and test takers.
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in two main points. First, learners from the
third and fourth year (n=24) outperformed
first-year students (n=30). Second, the items
with semantically related distractors were
more difficult that those with semantically
nonrelated distractors. Thus, such items
(items containing semantically related
distractors) appear to better correlate with the
average mark for language proficiency. A test
with semantically related distractors appears
to be more demanding and therefore it would
be more suitable for the assessment of depth
of word knowledge of advanced L2 learners.
The researchers conclude that their modified
version of the word association test appears
to be "a promising one for assessing the
quality of word knowledge of rather
advanced L2 learners" (Greidanus &
Nienhuis,2001, p. 576).

As part of the ongoing validation process
of the WAT, Greidanus et al. (2004) report on
the construction and validation of a new
version of the WAT developed to measure
aspects of deep word knowledge of advanced
Dutch university students of French. Like in
previous studies, their new French version
addresses the network type of deep word
knowledge. Greidanus et al. devised two
comparable versions of the test. Like in the
study of Greidanus and Nienhuis (2001)
reviewed above, each test item comprises one
target word and six possible answers.

However, this new version of the test
differs from the previously discussed ones in
that the number of correct responses were not
fixed for each item; i.e., it varies between two
and four. The researchers discuss a number of
advantages for having a variable number of
association words. Firstly, the construction of
test items becomes easier. Secondly, a wide
range of target words can be tested even if
they do not have three identified associates
each. Thirdly and most importantly, such a
format will make guessing, a strategy used by
test takers to guess responses to stimulus

words (see Read, 1993, 1998), more difficult
and less attractive because the number of
correct answers is not fixed.

After conducting a number of concurent
validity measures including administering the
test to some L1 students and also comparisons
with other measures of both breadth and depth
of vocabulary knowledge, the researchers
conclude that their revised WAT format was
found to be "a wvalid, reliable and useful"
measure of depth of vocabulary knowledge.

More recently, a Chinese version of the
WAT (WAT-C) has been developed to
measure L2 Chinese learners' vocabulary
depth (Zhang, Yang, Lin, & Gu, 2017). The
WAT-C comprises 20 target words (10 verbs
and 10 adjectives) and 120 choice words (60
associates and 60 distracters). The WAT-C has
proven to be an effective practical measure of
word deep knowledge which contributed
uniquely to reading comprehension ability
among Chinese learners. Overall, validation
studies have shown the WAT to be both
reliable and valid in assessing learners’ depth
of vocabulary knowledge.

Concluding remarks

Depth of vocabulary knowledge has been
increasingly viewed as a multidimensional
construct which involves several areas of
knowledge including knowledge of
pronunciation, spelling, meaning,
morphological, syntactic, and collocational
properties. Accordingly, the construct of deep
word knowledge can be operationalized in
several different ways. It is, therefore, rather
unrealistic to think of a single practical
measure capable of addressing all aspects of
depth of vocabulary knowledge. As reviewed
in this article, since its creation, the WAT has
been used in numerous studies as a measure of
depth of vocabulary knowledge. Designed to
measure two aspects of depth of vocabulary
knowledge (word meaning and word
collocation), the WAT has proven itself as a
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through a process of repeated piloting. Qian
(1999, 2002), for example, investigated the
relationships between depth and breath of
vocabulary knowledge and reading
comprehension amongst Korean and Chinese
students (n=74) of English as a second
language. The researcher used a questionnaire
and a number of four language tests to collect
his data: a version of Read's (1998) WAT to

sound

assess the participants' depth of vocabulary
knowledge, Vocabulary Levels Test (Nation,
1990) to measure breadth of vocabulary
knowledge, a reading test taken from the
reading section of the TOEFL, and
morphological knowledge test. An example of
this version of the WAT follows (from Qian,
2002).

logically healthy bold solid

snow temperature sleep dance

To reduce the chances of guessing, the
four correct answers are not evenly spread in
the right and left boxes for each stimulus item.
For example, in the above WAT item, the
correct answers are logically, healthy, solid (in
the left box) and sleep (in the right box).
Different test items may have different
arrangements of the four correct choices in
each of the boxes. The WAT as a measure of
depth of vocabulary knowledge obtained a
high reliability of .91. In his findings, Qian
reported relatively high intercorrelations
(higher than .62) among the four tests.

In particular, the correlations between the
two tests of depth and breadth of vocabulary
knowledge were especially high (r=.82, p< 05).
According to Qian, the high correlation
between these two tests of vocabulary breadth
and depth might be attributed to "the partial
construct overlap of the two measures."
Similarly, Read (2004) reviewed a number of
vocabulary studies that have reported similar
findings with regard to the interrelationship
between breadth and depth of lexical
knowledge.

Greidanus and Nienhuis (2001) reported on
the use of their modified version of the WAT
to assess the quality of word knowledge of
Dutch university students of French as a
foreign language. The main two points they
addressed were: (a) the semantic nature of the
distractors and (b) the types of word

associations. According to the researchers,
these two points were not adequately
developed by Read (1993). They argue that in
his study, Read (1993) did not justify his
choice of semantically unrelated distractors.
Read's choice might be attributed to the fact
that it would be easier for test takers to
determine the correct answers if semantically
unrelated distractors were used.

Following Read (1993), the researchers
distinguished three types of associations, i.e.,
paradigmatic, syntagmatic, and analytic.
However, the number of association words
was reduced to three associates for each
target word. Two comparable versions of the
test were devised and administered to two
groups (n=54) of L2 learners. Each test
consisted of 50 items (50 stimulus words, 150
associates and 150 distractors). Of the 50
items, 25 items had semantically related
distractors and 25 had semantically
nonrelated distractors. All words came from
the Juilland List. Two items were written for
each stimulus word. Although both test items
contained the same three associates (one
paradigmatic association, one syntagmatic
association, and one analytic association),
they differed in types of distractors. One
contained  three  semantically  related
distractors while the other had three
semantically nonrelated distractors.

Findings of this study can be summarized
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related words (film, publishing, revise and
text). The other four words (arithmetic, pole,
risk and surface) are used as distractors. Two
50-item test forms were systematically
selected from the University Word List
(Nation, 1990) and then administered to more
than 100 university students enrolled in an
EAP course. Each form of the WAT comprises
50 stimulus words, 200 associates and 200
distractors. Read employed a number of
statistical and qualitative measures in order to
obtain evidence for the reliability and
concurrent validity of the two forms of the test
including the Rasch partial credit model (KR-
20=.92 for both tests), verbal report and
correlational evidence with another academic
vocabulary test (r=.76 and .81).

The researcher concludes that despite some
limitations related mainly to the selection
process of words (target words, associates, and
distractors) and the potential influence of
willingness to guess on the test takers'
performance, the test format is "reliable and
that it seems to provide an efficient measure of
knowledge of academic vocabulary, as
represented by the words in the University
Word List" (p. 368).

broad

A new modified version of the WAT

In his quest for a reliable and practical
measure of the quality of word knowledge,
Read (1998) designed a new version of the
WAT in order to address a number of the
problems to do with the original WAT such as
the selection process of stimulus words and the
structure of the items. Read (1998) reports on
his new revised format of the WAT which
includes only adjectives as target words "in
order to allow for more consistency in the
relationships between the target and the
associates" (p. 45). Based on their semantic
properties, the target words were chosen
selectively from the Barnard's Second and
Third Thousand word lists.

It is to be noted that the researcher
distinguishes between two main types of
relationship between stimulus word and
associate: (a) paradigmatic (synonyms or
representing one aspect of its meaning) and (b)
syntagmatic (collocates). The third type of
relationship Read distinguished in his 1993
study, 1i.e., the analytic, appears to be
embedded in the paradigmatic type of
relationship. An example of the new structure
of Read's (1998) modified version of the WAT
is shown below.

‘ full moving quiet

wide ‘

night river shoulders  smile

Testees are asked to identify the four
associates of the target word "broad". In this
case, the four associates are "wide" (a
paradigmatic associate) from the left side and
"river", "shoulders", and "smile" (syntagmatic
associates) from the right side. The new test
format, comprising 40 items (40 stimulus
words, 160 associates and 160 distractors),
was administered to a number of 38 learners
ranging in their proficiency from low
intermediate to relatively advance. In scoring,
each word correctly chosen was awarded one
point. The maximum possible score was 160

for the 40 items. In addition, Read used a
matching test and an individual interview to
obtain evidence of concurrent test validity.
The new version of the WAT showed a
relatively high correlation with the interview
(.76) and the matching test (.85). All in all, the
WAT has proven, once again, to be a
promising overall measure of depth of
vocabulary knowledge.

Ongoing validation process of the WAT

Ever since Read (1993, 1998) created and
modified the WAT, the test was refined
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not allow for the assessment of the multiple
meanings of polysemous words as it measures
knowledge of only one meaning of the
headword and its related use. Read (2000)
discusses the limitations of the VKS and
concludes that "the whole concept of a fixed
scale may not be the most appropriate way to
characterize the different forms of knowledge
that people have of words" (p. 138).

Thus, vocabulary researchers have
endeavored to develop more accurate and
practical measures of aspects of deep word
knowledge. In this regard, the word associates
format, originally developed by Read (1993),
represents a practical alternative measure of
deep-word knowledge. In fact, this test has
received a lot of attention in the literature as a
salient test format to measure vocabulary
depth. According to Maby (2016), the word
associates test is the most widely used measure
of depth of L2 vocabulary knowledge. In the
sections that follow, I will summarize and
compare the findings of a number of studies on
word associates test format. This review aims
to shed some light on the development and the
ongoing validation process of the word
associates test.

Word Associates Test: Original Version

The word associates test (WAT) was first
developed by Read (1993) as a measure of
depth of word knowledge. The creation of the
WAT was based on an important aspect of
depth of vocabulary knowledge known as the
principle of network knowledge (i.e., how well
learners can relate a word to other words they
know in terms of the various semantic and
collocational relationships). As Read (2004)
explains,

as a learner's vocabulary size increases,
newly acquired words need to be
accommodated within a network of
already known words, and some
restructuring of the network may be
needed as a result.... This means that
depth can be understood in terms of
learners’ developing ability to distinguish
semantically related words and, more
generally, their knowledge of the various
ways in which individual words are linked
to each other. (p. 219)

The WAT was introduced as an
alternative measure that addresses a number of
important considerations pertinent to the
assessment of L2 vocabulary knowledge such
as number of words (word coverage),
verification, time, meaningful context, and
multiple components of lexical knowledge.
According to Read (1993), the objective was
to develop a simple response task that
measures various levels of L2 learners' depth
of lexical knowledge of a relatively large
number of words in some meaningful way.
The test format is based on the concept of
word association. Read (1993) discusses three
main types of associations:

e Paradigmatic:
synonyms.

e Syntagmatic: collocates.

e Analytic: representing one component
of the meaning of the word.

Read (1993) used the following format of the
WAT to measure depth of vocabulary
knowledge.

synonyms Or near

edit
arithmetic film
revise risk

pole publishing
surface text

As shown in the example above, the test
takers are provided with a target word (edit)

followed by eight stimulus words. The test
takers have to circle the four semantically
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of the construct of word deep knowledge and
its assessment.

Assessing depth of vocabulary knowledge

Given the multifaceted nature of depth of
vocabulary knowledge, researchers have
attempted to analyze what is involved in
knowing a word. Cronbach (1942), for
example, encapsulated vocabulary knowledge,
including the following:

1. Generalization: the ability to define a word.
2. Application: selecting an appropriate use of
the word.
3. Breadth of meaning: knowledge of multiple
meanings of the word.
4. Precision of meaning: the ability to apply a
term correctly to all situations.
. Availability: the ability to use the word
productively.

W

Richards (1976) provides a discussion of
the linguistic, psycholinguistic, and
sociolinguistic aspects of word knowledge.
Qian and Schedl (2004) identify several
dimensions comprising depth of vocabulary
knowledge, including pronunciation, spelling,
meaning, register, morphological, syntactic,
and collocational properties. According to
Read (2004), there are three approaches to
operationalizing and assessing depth of
knowledge in L2 vocabulary research: (a)
precision of meaning (how well learners know
the specific meanings of a word), (b)
comprehensive word knowledge (how much
leaners know about the form, meaning and use
of a word), and (c) network knowledge (how
well leaners know how to relate a word to
other words they know). Thus, as Read (1993)
rightly noted, "vocabulary knowledge is very
often a matter of degree" (p. 357).

Nation's (2013) analysis of the various
aspects of word knowledge provides the most
comprehensive and influential account of
depth of vocabulary knowledge (Read, 2004;
Webb, 2013). According to Nation, knowing a

word involves knowing its form, its meaning,
and its use. Each of these three main
components is further divided into several
aspects that deal with both receptive and
productive word knowledge (2013, p. 49).

e Form: spoken form; written form; word
parts.

e Meaning: form and meaning; concept
and referents; associations.

o Use: grammatical functions;
collocations; constraints on use.

Research on the assessment of depth of
vocabulary knowledge is relatively limited
(see, for example, Qian, 2002; Read, 1993,
2007; Wesche & Paribakht, 1996). In fact,
designing a reliable and practical test format
that measures depth of vocabulary knowledge
is difficult due to the multidimensionality and
complexity of such a construct. While
interviewing is sometimes used to measure
deep-word knowledge, such a method is
impractical in terms of time, effort, and
number of tested words (word coverage). For
example, Wesche and Paribakht (1996)
developed their interview-based Vocabulary
Knowledge Scale (VKS) to assess how well
learners know the specific meanings of a given
word (i.e., precision of meaning). Test takers
are required to report their knowledge of a
target word by using the following VKS:

1. I don’t remember having seen this word
before.

2. I have seen this word before, but I don’t
think I know what it means.

3. I have seen this word before, and I think it
means . [synonym or translation]

4. 1 know this word. It means
[synonym or translation]

5.1 can use this word in a sentence:

The VKS, as a measure of depth of
vocabulary knowledge, has a number of
limitations. One limitation is that the test does



240 Morad Abdulaziz Alsahafi

Clapham, 2001; Wesche & Paribakht, 1996).
Generally, in research on L2 vocabulary
learning, the L2 lexical knowledge is believed
to comprise two main dimensions: breadth
(size) and depth (quality) of vocabulary
knowledge (see Anderson & Freebody, 1981;
Read, 2000). The former refers to how many
words an L2 learner knows while the latter
concerns how well a learner knows a particular
word. Accordingly, the assessment of lexical
knowledge can be divided into two main
types: vocabulary tests that measure breadth of
word knowledge and those measuring depth of
word knowledge (Greidanus, Bogaards, van
der Linden, Nienhuis, & de Wolf, 2004;
Greidanus & Nienhuis, 2001; Qian, 1999;
Read, 1993, 1998; Zhang, Yang, Lin & Gu,
2017).

Assessing breadth of vocabulary knowledge

A glance through the literature on
vocabulary testing reveals that the largest
proportion of vocabulary tests have been
devoted to assessing breadth of word
knowledge (Nation, 1990; Schmitt et al.,
2001). Vocabulary size tests are used for
different purposes including placement,
diagnostic, and proficiency (Read, 2000).
While employing different formats (e.g.,
checklist, matching), these tests measure
learners' receptive vocabulary size (Nation,
2013). Different kinds of vocabulary tests have

been designed to assess L2 vocabulary size
(e.g., Checklist tests and Vocabulary Levels
Test). The Checklist test, for example, is a
yes/no test which requires the learner to
identify the words they know from a list of
words. For example, Meara (1989, cited in
Nation, 2013) uses the following checklist
yes/no format to assess vocabulary size:

advisor moisten
ghastly pitiful

contord profess
implore stourge
morlorn discard

Vocabulary Levels Test (Nation, 1983,
1990) is perhaps one of the most widely used
measure for assessing L2 vocabulary size
(Webb, Sasao, & Ballance, 2017). Following
is an example of a Vocabulary Level Test item
from the 3000-word level (from Nation, 1990):

1. bench

2. charity part of a country
3. fort help to the poor
4. jar long seat

5. mirror

6. province

Webb et al. (2017) created the following
updated version of the Vocabulary Levels Test
where test takers are required to check the
correct item box for each definition.

awful definite exciting general mad sweet
certain
usual
very bad
As shown above, both versions of the vocabulary  researchers that vocabulary

Vocabulary Levels Test were designed to
measure vocabulary size by focusing primarily
on the form-meaning connection. While most
of developed vocabulary assessment tools
measure learners' vocabulary size (Christ,
2011), it has long been recognized among

knowledge is a multidimensional construct
which encompasses much more than the form-
meaning connection as measured by
vocabulary size tests. The following section
provides a discussion of the operationalization
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Introduction

Second language (L2) vocabulary
knowledge has increasingly been recognized
as a core component of L2 global proficiency.
For example, in reading comprehension
assessment,  vocabulary  knowledge is
considered a major direct factor. As rightly
pointed out by McCarthy, "no matter how well
the student learns grammar, no matter how
sucessfully the sounds of L2 are mastered,
without words to express a wider range of
meanings, communication in an L2 just cannot
happen in any meaningful way" (1990, p.viii).

Research in the field of L2 vocabulary has
focused on a wide range of areas including the
various dimensions of L2 word knowledge,
assessment of vocabulary, and the nature of

239

vocabulary teaching and learning. In this
paper, I provide a discussion of some salient
measures of vocabulary knowledge. Then 1
review a number of studies that have tackled
the assessment of depth of vocabulary
knowledge. In particular, the focus is on the
employment of the principle of word
association to measure depth of vocabulary
knowledge.

Literature Review

The assessment of L2 vocabulary
knowledge is a growing area of interest in the
field of second language teaching and learning
(see, for example, Laufer, Elder, Hill &
Congdon, 2004; Nation, 1990, 2013; Qian &
Schedl, 2004; Read, 1993, 2004; Richards,
1976; Schmitt, 2000; Schmitt, Schmitt &
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