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linguistic structure from Oman's parents' perspective
Taif Ali Al-Aisaiya, Zaher bin Badr Al-Ghasini
Sultan Qaboos University - Sultanate of Oman

s€a

Abstract. This study investigates the impact of language immersion in bilingual schools on Arabic's
accurate linguistic structure from Oman's parents' perspective. The study's problem stemmed from
Oman's parents' perspective, who view Arabic language instruction for their children as a potential
scientific weapon, despite the language's emotive significance as a symbol of national, cultural and
religious identity. Which led to weak establishment in the mother tongue due to linguistic immersion
and conflict with foreign languages. The study was based on the applied aspect, and it employed the
descriptive survey approach. The researchers employed interviews as a tool to collect information
to delve deeper into the phenomenon under investigation and selected a non-probability sampling
of 50 parents whose children were enrolled in bilingual schools. After collecting the data, the
researchers analysed it statistically and presented it in graphical forms to facilitate interpretation of
the results of the interviews. The study's findings have revealed that )51.5%( of the participants
preferred enrolling their children in bilingual schools, regardless of the possible disadvantages of
their children's limited proficiency in the Arabic language. Furthermore, a significant proportion of
the research sample (76.2%) confirmed that bilingual private schools weakened their children’s level
in the Arabic language. The study highlighted the importance of enhancing the media's role in
increasing awareness in the Sultanate of Oman about the significance of preserving their native
language's grammatical structure before introducing foreign languages. Furthermore, it
recommended giving greater importance to the Arabic language in the private bilingual schools'
curricula in comparison to other subjects.

Keywords: Sultanate of Oman, linguistic immersion, Arabic language, intellectual development,
linguistic structure.
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