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Challenges Faced by International School Principals in Fostering National

Identity among Saudi Students and Their Proposed Solutions: A
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Abstract. Fostering national identity is a primary and crucial factor in advancing a nation and preserving
its resources. This phenomenological study aimed to explore international school principals' experiences in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, regarding the challenges they encounter in cultivating national identity among Saudi
students and the solutions they suggest. Using a qualitative phenomenological approach with a purposeful
sample of seven international school principals, semi-structured interviews were conducted to allow
principals to describe their lived experiences.

Through inductive thematic analysis of the qualitative data, the study revealed several key challenges
including concerns about international curricula that carry a culture that reflects an identity different from
the national identity, the presence of international teachers who adopt the cultures of their societies, the
clash of cultures among students from diverse nationalities and religions, and potential threats arising from
the openness to digital technology and social media.

In light of the findings, the study came up with several recommendations including tailoring a code of
ethics that international teachers must adhere to while performing their educational duties and raising
parents' awareness about their active role in educating their children enrolled in international schools.
Additionally, the study recommends restructuring the national identity courses implemented in international
schools to suit the needs of Saudi students.

Keywords: International schools, school principals, national identity, challenges, solutions.
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