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Abstract

This study aimed to establish a research identity strategy for Saudi universities by identifying re-
search identity characteristics, examining the factors that affect research identity, and analyzing the indica-
tors of research identity at Saudi universities qualitatively and empirically. A descriptive survey research
design was used. A documentary and a questionnaire were used as research instruments to collect data. A
sampling of 327 Academic leaders and faculty members at King Khalid University participated in this
study. According to the findings, several factors can be incorporated into indicators (the effectiveness of
research, research outputs, quality, high-quality scientific publications, and the influence of research
teams). In addition, the findings indicated that the following factors affect how research identities are
formed: general factors that affect the formation of research identities and factors related to research pro-
cesses that influence the features and structure of research identities. According to the sample members,
the indicators of research identity in Saudi universities are of exceptionally high importance in all fields.
Based on sample members’ agreement regarding indicators of research identity in Saudi universities in all
fields and their overall indicators, the sample members were at an agreement level of "very high im-
portance”, A proposed strategy for enhancing the research identity of Saudi universities was developed
considering institutional funding programs for scientific research, which included setting starting points,
goals, and strategic objectives for development, indicators of achievement, implementation destinations,
and demonstrating a commitment to the university over a long period of time. The goal is to contribute to
developing research identity and to rely on institutional funding to implement creative and innovative re-
search projects and programs. This is to move scholarly research from the current state to the desired state.
As a result of the study, several recommendations were made, including providing visions, strategic plans,
and high-quality research projects that are consistent with the program's objectives, facilitating the deanship
function, facilitating academic research, and providing flexible systems and strong financial support for the
formation of collaborative research teams.
Keywords :research identity, the scientific research, Saudi universities, the funding of institutional re-
search.



