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Abstract. This paper discusses the role of urban renewal as an approach to increasing the housing
stock in urban deteriorating neighborhoods by applying it to the Al-Malaz neighborhood in the city
of Riyadh as a case study. Urban renewal of deteriorating residential neighborhoods is not limited
to maintaining, restoring, or rebuilding residential units; Rather, it includes resetting the optimal
use and developing urban legislation that allows for the diversity of residential densities and the
exploitation of abandoned buildings to increase the housing stock. Therefore, the research paper
aims to apply urban renewal methods to address urban deterioration and benefit from the integration
of infrastructure and services to increase the housing stock to meet the needs of residents. The study
relied on the descriptive and theoretical approach by analyzing a wide range of literature, previous
studies, government reports and statistics. The research also used field survey tools for the case
study model of the Malaz neighborhood to analyze residential uses and evaluate the condition of
the residential product. The results of the study indicated that there is a housing stock in the Al-
Malaz neighborhood in average condition, constituting 92%, which helps in exploiting this housing
stock. Moreover, there are 21 vacant plots of land in the neighborhood, and they represent an
opportunity in the process of urban filling and rebuilding to increase the size of the housing supply.
The total number of housing units that can be rehabilitated or rebuilt to support the housing stock
reached more than 3,605 housing units with a density rate of 100 people/ha. Finally, the study found
four main methods of urban renewal in a context that enhances the housing stock: residential
reconstruction, rehabilitation of existing residential buildings, preservation of residential buildings,
and urban dictation.
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